R629 (R53) Rumination for Feb. 26, 2017

Intro. 
The following Rumination first appeared on Feb. 26, 2006 as Rumination No. 53 to the day. 



It is now reproduced below.
Today this Rumination site is one year old. The first Rumination was posted on 27th February, 2005. 



The theme of all the Ruminations for last year was focused on the Remembrance of the Lord


leading to our Reverence of Him.



This year the emphasis will shift slightly to focus on Remembrance, Reverence and Relationship with Christ.


This means that the Ruminations may not lead directly to the Participation of the elements at the Table, 



but may be used in the Preparation leading to the Participation. Now and again, it may also touch on our walk 
with our Lord as a Prerequisite (I Cor. 11:28) of our Remembrance and Reverence of Him.


For this first anniversary [now it is the 12th] Rumination we shall meditate on …

The Theme: Give Thanks

The Text: 
Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness. 
Psa. 30:4



Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.
Psa. 97:12
The Thots: 

A. The Psalmist gave thanks at the Remembrance of God’s Holiness.

Psa. 30:4; 97:12

Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.
Psa. 97:12
1. He is the Thrice Holy God of the Righteous.

Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.
Isa. 6:3


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come
Rev. 4:8
2. He is the Triune God with His Threefold-Role in our Redemption.
a. The Father loved us and Sent His Son to be the Saviour of the world.
Jn. 4:14
b. The Son of God loved us and Sacrificed Himself for us.
Gal. 2:20

c. The Spirit Sealed us unto the day of Redemption.
Eph. 1:13, 14


B. Anna gave thanks for the Redeemer of Israel Who was come.
Lk. 2:36-38

She coming in that instant gave thanks … unto the Lord, and spake of Him 
Lk. 2:38
1. Simeon first Recognised the Lord’s Christ through the Spirit’s Revelation.
Lk. 2:25-35

It was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should … see … the Lord's Christ.
Lk. 2:26

[Note: the Lord (Jehovah), Christ (Messiah) and the Spirit – the Three Persons in the Godhead.]

2. Anna then Rejoiced at the sight of the One Who was come to Redeem Israel.
Lk. 2:38 


Both had waited almost their whole life for Him.
C. Jesus gave thanks for the Resources of the bread and the fishes
Jn. 6:11

Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thanks, He distributed to the disciples,

1. They were All that the lad possessed – five barley loaves, and two small fishes:
Jn. 6:9
2. Yet they were made Available to Him for the blessing of others.
Jn. 6:11

[Note: we too have our “fives” and “twos” on our body –


 Only that we may present our bodies a living sacrifice unto Him for the blessing of others]
Rom. 12:1

3. The results Accomplished met the needs of all with an overflow of 12 baskets of remnants.
Jn. 6:12, 13
D. Jesus gave thanks for the bread for the Remembrance of Him.
I Cor. 11:24

When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 

which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.  He gave thanks for the bread.

1. The Bread Signifies His Commitment of obedience even unto the death of the cross. 
Phil 2:8

2. The Bread Symbolizes our Communion with one another in His Remembrance.
I Cor. 10:16

In Conclusion: 
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
I Thes. 5:18
We give God thanks today that we can guide you in the Remembrance and Reverence of the Lord
every Lord’s Day for one whole year in 2005. 
We give thanks to God for you who have been faithfully visiting this site or Reading this Rumination.
Finally, we give thanks to God that we can look to Him for another year of Guidance 

in the Remembrance and Reverence of His Son, our Lord and Saviour if He still tarries.
Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One;


Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son.
Henry Smith
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
R. 629
1. Today we give thanks to God that He has so graciously shared His thoughts with us all these twelve years (27th Feb. 2005 to 26th Feb. 2017) week after week without fail.  This is not a daily devotion to guide the Christian in His walk with the Lord every day. There are plenty available in the bookshops. 
These Ruminations are focused on the Lord’s Supper every Lord’s Day and lately with another section added to it which challenged the Christian to a holy walk with the Lord day by day. It is called Reflections For The Week.

These Ruminations can be used in various ways:

1)  Mainly for the believer to prepare himself/herself for the Lord’s Supper. It is true that not all churches observe the Lord’s Supper every week. Some do so once a month, once in two months, or at various periods of the year. 

However these Ruminations take the position that the early church met continuously for four important purposes as…they continued stedfastly (1) in the apostles' doctrine and (2) fellowship, and (3) in breaking of bread, and (4) in prayers (Acts 2:42). One of them was for the observance of the Lord’s Supper (breaking of bread.) 
Though Paul was in a hurry to go to Jerusalem he tarried seven days in Troas in order to stay back to meet with the local church there to observe the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week – we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. (Acts 20:7). That it was the practice of the local church to meet weekly could be seen in Paul’s exhortation to the church at Corinth: 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. (I Cor. 16:1, 2)

With the above injunctions in mind, these Ruminations are prepared every Lord’s Day (first day of the week) to prepare one to participate meaningfully at the Lord’s Supper with the sole purpose that one may Remember Him and Reverence (Worship) Him, and only Him,  as He instructed His people to do so:

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come. (I Cor. 11:23-26)

2) These ruminations can also be used by budding speakers to base their thoughts and develop them into messages or sermonettes as the Spirit guides them along. For this reason, they are given in outline (skeleton) form so that the speakers can add flesh to them.
3) The Reflections for the Week are thoughts and challenges that the believer can further meditate on for their Christian Worship and Walk and for a better understanding of the Word for the Week.
Are these Reflections of help to you?

REFLECT
2. These Ruminations are now accessible in the following ways: a) By requesting them to be sent to you by email every week; b) By visiting the website (www.berita-bethel-ung.com) and downloading it from there; c) By downloading it from Facebook.

Any comments or improving them for your use will be much appreciated. 
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Ruminate like a cow and ponder like the wise owl.


