R622 (R46) Rumination for January 08, 2017

The Theme: 
In The Beginning 
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The Text: 
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.….
Gen. 1:1
The Thots:
 

Intro. : We are now one week into the New Year. How have we been faring with our “Resolutions”? 

 As we are still at the Beginning of the year, we can Remind ourselves of what we can still do. 


 For this Rumination, let us consider “The Beginning” in Relation to God, Christ and ourselves. 

A. In The Beginning GOD Created…
Gen. 1:1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And God said, Let us make man in Our image…So God created man in His own image, 

in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them. 
Gen. 1:26, 27

1. That He might have the Priority in our Lives.
Matt. 6:33


Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; 


and all these things shall be added unto you.

2. That He might have the Preeminence in our Living.
Eccl. 12:13
Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.
3. That He might have the Praise from our Lips.
Heb. 13:15
By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 

that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.

B. In the Beginning was the WORD…
Jn. 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The “Word” has two “Formats”: as the Living Word and as the Written Word.
1. The Living Word.
a. The Word was with God.


Jn. 1:1a
b. The Word was God.


Jn. 1:b

Cf. being in the Form of God/ being in very nature God (NIV)
Phil 2:6 
c. The Word became flesh and lived among us.
Jn. 1:14, NIV

He was Emmanuel, God with us.
Mt. 1:23

Cf. took upon Him the Form of a servant… being found in Fashion as a man.
Phil. 2:7, 8a
2. The Written Word.
Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.
Lk. 24:27
These are the words which I spake unto you…that all things must be fulfilled, which were written 
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.
Lk. 24:24 cf. 27

a. The Pentateuch (Moses) Pictured Him in His great Sacrifice.
Cf. Lev.
b. The Prophets Predicted His Sufferings and Sovereignty (Glory).
I Pet. 1:10, 11
c. The Psalms Proclaimed His Sorrows and His Sentiments.
Cf. Psa. 22:1
C. From the Beginning WE …

I Jn. 1:1
…From the beginning, which we have heard…seen…looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life.
1. The Apostles Proclaimed Him the Word of Life.
I Jn. 1:1, NIV

a. They had Heard Him with their ears and had Stared (Gk. Horao) at Him with their eyes.

b. They had Handled Him with their hands and had Scrutinised (Gk. Theaomai) Him closely.
2. The Apostle John Predicted the return of the Word of God
Rev. 19:11-13-16

To be KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
3. In the meanwhile, we Proclaim the Lord’s Death until His return.
I Cor. 11:26, NIV
a. The early believers Continued steadfastly in the Breaking of Bread.
Acts 2:42
b. Let us continue to Commemorate Him faithfully at the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
c. Let us continue to Celebrate Reverently as we Rejoice in His Remembrance – for He is Risen.
i. Take, eat: this is My body…this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24
ii. This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye…in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:25
Resolution for the New Year, 2017:
· This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.
Exo. 12:1

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Mt. 6:33
· This shall be the Beginning of the year even unto the end of the year… 


to love the LORD your God, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.
Deu. 11:13
· Year by year…Thou shalt eat it before the LORD thy God 


in the place which the LORD shall choose, thou and thy household.

Deu. 15:20
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: 
it shall be the first month of the year to you.

Exo. 12:1
In the last month that the children of Israel were in the Land of the Pyramids ready to leave it 
for the Promised Land, God introduced a new calendar designed for the observance of His feasts.
The seventh month in their current civil calendar would now be the first month of their new religious calendar with the various festivals (feasts) observing their respective dates from this new calendar (Lev. 23). The first and foundation feast in this beginning of months would be The Passover to be observed on the 14th day of the first month (Exo. 12:6; Lev. 23: 50). Subsequent feasts/festivals would then be observed on their respective dates in this new calendar.
When we first trusted the Lord as the Lamb of God Who shed His blood to redeem us from the bondage of Egypt we were introduced to a new life calendar – Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. (II Cor. 5:17, NKJV).
In the course of our Christian walk we tend to stray away from the straight and narrow path now and again and we need to return to Him. Hence, it may be good that as we come to the end of the old year to enter the new year, we take stock of our lives and our relationship with God, with Christ, with His Holy Spirit, with His people and even with the world.  Let us not forget too our relationship with His Word, whether we are reading it regularly to know His Will. We may then make “resolutions” to be better “behaved” for the new year to come.

Paul was no exception. He even encouraged the Philippian Christians to follow him.  

Thus, he wrote to them – 

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 3:13-14)

You have entered the first week of the New Year. How are you faring with your New Year Resolutions?

REFLECT.
2. Jesus was another great example of One who kept His Resolutions from the Beginning to the End.
From the Beginning and in the presence of God, Jesus made this resolution – 
Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God. 
Heb. 10:7

When He was on earth, He kept reminding Himself of His commitment to God, His Father –

Jesus saith…, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work. Jn. 4:34.
And He was very resolute in His mission on earth. He declared publicly –


For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,

and to give His life a ransom for many.

Mk. 10:45
And so when He was on the cross, He cried out triumphantly with His last breath –

"It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  

Jn. 19:30
He had kept to His resolution of His mission from the beginning!

When Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Having said this, He breathed His last. 
Lk. 23:46, NKJV
Are you fearful that you might not keep your New Year Resolution for 2017? Then…
(Look) unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our Faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Heb. 12:2.

Commit your resolution/s for 2017 to Him. He will help you through.  

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder:  
Let your Resolutions Revolve around Christ and they will Resolve themselves. 
