R621 (R45) Rumination for January 01, 2017
The Theme: 
The New Covenant 
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The Text: 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant….
Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8
The Thots:
  
Intro. : Coinciding with the Lord’s Day today is New Year Day – the day when many make Resolutions.


 [New Year Day falling on the Lord’s Day today is a Repeat of 2007 – ten years ago!]

  New Year Day should Remind us of the New Covenant. What are the Terms of the New Covenant?


 A Covenant Consists of these Characteristics, viz. the Parties, Prerequisites, Promises, Product and Protection.

A. The New Covenant between God and Israel.
Jer. 31:3; Heb. 8:8
Consider the New Covenant in Contrast with the Old Covenant.
Heb. 8:8-13

	No.
	Characteristics
	The New Covenant
	Heb.
	The Old Covenant
	Ref.

	1. 
	The Parties:
	God and Israel (the house of Israel and the house of Judah)
	8:8
	God and Israel (house of Jacob, children of Israel)
	Exo. 19:3, 5

	2. 
	The Period:
	Future: Behold the days come…
	
	Past: in the day when I took them…out of … Egypt
	Heb. 8:9

	3. 
	The Prerequisites:
	Unconditional and Unilateral: I will…
	8:10

ct. 8:9
	Conditional – if ye will obey…


	Exo. 8:5

Heb. 8:9, 13

	4. 
	The Promises:
	God’s laws written in their mind and on their hearts.
God will be their God.

They shall be God’s People.

The earth will be full of the Knowledge of God.

There will be no more a Remembrance of Sin
	8:10

8:12
	God’s laws written on tablets of stone.

God would be their God.

They would be God’s Peculiar People and Priests.

The Earth is the Lord’s and they would be a kingdom of Priests to pass on the Knowledge of God.

There was a Remembrance of Sin and Atonement was to be made yearly
	Exo. 19:5, 6

Heb. 10:3

	5. 
	The Pledge

(Security/Warranty)
	The Shed Blood of Christ once for all
	9:14, 28a, 10:10
	Not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
	Heb. 10:4 cf. 9:18-22

	6. 
	The Product
	A Success
	8:13
	A Failure because the people Continued not in My Covenant.
	Heb. 8:9 cf. Acts 7:53


B. The New Covenant between Christ and the Church.


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Mt. 28:28, NIV


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Mk. 14:24, NIV

 
This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV

1. The Parties:
Christ and the believer 
– My blood…shed for many 

2. The Period:
The Present
– This is…
3. The Prerequisites: 
Unconditional, based on personal faith 
– poured out for you

4. The Promises: 
No more a Remembrance of sin 
– for the forgiveness of sins
5. The Pledge: 
The shed blood of Christ 
– This is My blood of the covenant
6. The Product:
Remembrance of Him at the Lord’s Supper 
– This cup is the new covenant
C. My 2017 Covenant with the Lord.

In the year 2017, even as I Remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper on this first day of the week 

which is also the first day of the year, may I Resolve…
1. To be Rightly Related with the Lord always.

Cf. I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people
Heb. 8:10

2. To Regularly Read His Word every day.

Cf. I will put My laws into their mind
Heb. 8:10

3. To Remember and Revere the Lord with His people as often as I can (every Lord’s Day?)

Cf. their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 8:12

Cf. This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV
Cf. This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this…in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:25, NIV

4. To Renew my Covenant with the Lord on this Special Lord’s Day of the New Year.

True, Thou hast my Saviour; Now Thou shalt be Lord of all – 

Thus, my Covenant with Thee I renew this year

In Recognition that Thou in the New Covenant didst give me Thine all.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. 2017 seems to be making its entrance rather dramatically based on the equally traumatic exit of 2016. There seemed to be so much cataclysmic chaos and so many circumstances that seemed to get out of control as we stepped out of last year yesterday. Going on with such trends, we should not be surprised that this continues into the new year.

Surprises will continue to spring up when we least expect them. We already saw them occurring in the recent US elections, in the Syrian uprisings, in the Brexit from the European Union, the failed military coup in Turkey, the political upheavals in Myanmar, Venezuela, Brazil, the Middle East, etc.
Then there were the economy downturns in many countries, the loss in the value of many local currencies with inflation stepping in in such fierce force that many a poor nation and person is left desolate and desperate. 
Politics and cultural values have changed so much that we wonder where we actually came from and where we are heading for. What was right is now politically wrong. What was then the cultural norm has become out of place and frowned upon with new unthought-of-standards raising their heads to be accepted as normal. 
Religious extremism and intolerance categorized society into divisive groups raising walls to marginalize those who refuse to conform. Legalism is brought to the fore without examining its source and context, and forced upon the common people for them to follow blindly. To contradict such is blasphemy. In fact, God no more controls them (seemingly so), but they profess to act and make pronouncements in His name for all to compulsorily comply with – many are legalistic while some are lethal to those who dare to defy. Human laws substitute divine laws claiming the latter for the former and even going beyond the latter with a twist of the so-called scriptures to support inhuman standards. 
Politically, 2017 may see new governments elected. One wonders if the allegations and accusations of daylight corruption by the billions among the “millions” in high and low places will increase or subside with each passing day? Will there be justice for all and freedom to express one’s thoughts and lifestyle?  How will they affect me as a person or my loved ones? What is the prospect for me and for them?
Nature is not left untouched. Climatic changes have seen the arctic ice melting and the Sahara Desert with snow falling down! Earthquakes, floods, typhoons, tornadoes, cyclones and tsunamis make their horrendous presence felt in the regions they visit, leaving a trail of devastation and destruction behind. 

All these and many more happened in 2016. Will 2017 be worse? 

How will these external happenings affect the individual person – you and me? 
How will you face 2017? Dare you face the year without God?
REFLECT
2. 2017 will bring us one year, one month, one day nearer to the “last days” prophesied in scripture. Apocalyptic signs when pronounced in their time looked impossible to fulfil are now, not only possible, but also probable and most likely to happen. Consider what Jesus declared to be the imminent signs of these last days in His Olivet discourse in the coming last days:
 Matt. 24:4-16 
4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 
· 5 For many shall come in My name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
·  6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars…
· 7…and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places….

·  9 Then shall they deliver you [the Jews] up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for My name's sake. 
· 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 
· 12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 
· 14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come. 
Go over the above passage slowly and carefully – study and scrutinize it. Are the signs prophesied by Jesus over two thousand years ago a possibility now? Relate them to the developments in the physical, political, cultural, economic, religious, technological world that you live in today.

Are they happening before your eyes? If so, are you prepared for His coming? Is this possible?

Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him.  REFLECT
POINTS TO PONDER:  
Do not walk Backwards (Facing 2016) Forward into 2017. 


Follow the Lord in His Footsteps Faithfully into the New Year.
Wishing All A BLESSED and PROSPEROUS (Josh. 1:8, Psa. 1:3) NEW YEAR.
