R673 Rumination for 31st December, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
Amen
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The Text: And all the people shall answer and say, Amen.
Deut. 27:15
The Thots:

Intro.:  
Today is the last day of the year. Can we all say “Amen” to it? What is “Amen”?

A. Amen is from 'aman.
1. Its Connotation: 
Strong
a. It is a Transliteration from the Hebrew ʾāmēn.
b. It is a Derivation from 'aman = sure; abstract faithfulness; truly :- Amen, so be it, truth


c. Its Translation in the KJV: 
i. In the O.T. it is translated: amen (27x); truly (2x); so be it (1x)
ii. In the N.T. it is translated,  Amen (51x) Verily (101x)
2. Its Confirmation: It is used to mean so be it, truth. 
a. Its First Mention: 
Num. 5:22 
And this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy bowels, to make thy belly to swell, 
and thy thigh to rot: And the woman shall say, Amen, amen. 

b. Its Frequent Mention – 12 times in Deut. 27, etc.
Deut. 27:15

And all the people shall answer and say, Amen. 
B. Amen, the Almighty.
1. God’s Person is the Amen, the Truth.
Isa. 65:16
That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth [lit. Amen];
and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth [lit. Amen]
2. God is also the Almighty.
Gen. 17:1; Rev. 

The LORD appeared to Abram, and said…I am the Almighty God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect.
3. God’s Promises are Amen.
II Cor. 1:20

a. God’s promises are Trustworthy: For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen…
b. Even then, God Transcends to Swear for our Sake though He can never lie.
Heb. 6:13, 17, 18
When God made promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no greater, He sware by Himself… Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us
C. Amen, the Amen.

1. Christ is the Amen – These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness…
Rev. 3:14

2. Christ’s Amen’s are Authoritative – 

Only Christ could say at the Commencement of His statements of truth. [No other could do so!]
Verily, Verily (Amen, Amen) I say unto you/thee – 25 times in John’s Gospel.
8:34, 51, 58; etc.
3. He is also the Almighty, the Alpha and Omega.
Rev. 1:8, 11
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord…
4. He Attests to Himself as God, the Almighty, the I AM
Cf. #A.1c

a. I am Alpha and Omega…which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 
Rev. 1:8
b. Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I AM.

Jn. 8:58
D. Amen in Agreement
1. Let us Learn to say Amen at the end of our Prayer and Praise.
a. The Lord taught His disciples so to do in His exemplary Prayer for them and us –
Mt. 6:9, 13

After this manner...pray ye…for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

b. The Lord taught His People Israel to say it:
Deut. 27:14-15 

And the Levites shall speak, and say unto all the men of Israel with a loud voice…

And all the people shall answer and say, Amen.

2. We are to listen to what is Prayed Publicly and say Amen at the end of it.
I Cor. 14:16 

Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?

E. Amen, Allelulia.
Rev. 19:4 
And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God
 that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.

1. Let us Laud and Worship the Lord and say Amen

To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.
Rom. 16:27
To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Gal. 1:5

To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
I Pet. 5:11
2. For the Last time this year 2017, as we Remember the Lord at the Lord’s Supper …
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

3. Let us Look forward to His soon coming and say AMEN!
Rev. 22:20
He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. AMEN
How oft in holy con verse With Christ, my Lord, alone,

I seem to hear the millions That sing around - His throne

Hallelujah! A men! Hallelujah! Amen! Hallelujah! Amen! A men! Amen! 
F.J.Crosby

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK/YEAR.
R673

1. As we come to the last day of the year 2017, perhaps it is time to take stock of our lives and see how we have spent them throughout this year; how we are going to face tomorrow and the year to come.
Consider Saul, the king of Israel.
I Sam. 26:21
Then said Saul, I have sinned…behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 
I Sam. 15:9-35 – Consider the special instance of him being a fool – he was given strict instructions to kill all Amalekites and spared not anyone or anything from them. But he was fascinated with the fatness of the Amalekite sheep and cattle and the prestige of making a prisoner of Agag, king of Amalek, (v. 9) that he spared them.  When confronted by Samuel (v. 14), Saul tried to justify his disobedience by claiming that the animals were brought as sacrifice to the Lord (vv. 13, 15) when in reality he had disobeyed the Lord. Thus Samuel’s rebuke “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams” (v. 22). 
How have you been living your life in 2017? Saul had good opportunities in his life to be a great king, but he allowed disobedience to God, greed for the fatness of earthly possession, popular prestige and material prosperity, jealousy and envy to consume his life - even to the extent of seeking to kill David. 
Have you been playing the fool in 2017? – 

Seeking a name for yourself and not caring for the Name of God?

Disobedient to His Will and not reading His Word?

Justifying your actions with your own excuses and claiming them to be your sacrifices unto God when they are to satisfy your own selfish ambitions?

Yes, have you been foolish and playing the fool in your life – putting God out of your life as Israel did?
REFLECT 1
Consider Samuel:
1 Sam. 7:12
Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us. 

The Ark had been in Kiriath Jearim for twenty years (I Sam. 7:2) until David brought it back to Jerusalem in his first year as king over all Israel. Samuel then challenged the people of Israel to put away all the idols they had been worshipping and return to the Lord Who will then give them victory over their enemies. (I Sam. 7:3)
Was the Lord in your life for the past year, the past 20 years or so?

Has He been left out of your life as you followed the idols of your dreams? Is it not time to invite Him back and enthrone Him as King in your life for the coming year and the years to come?

Or as you look back into your life will you be able to say “Hitherto hath the Lord helped me”. You can then testify to a close walk with Him and being fruitful in your life for Him. Then you can raise this monument to Him as you cross the threshold of this year into the next year, “Ebenezer” – literally, the "stone of [God's] help." 
REFLECT 2
2. Consider Paul: 
Phil. 3:13, 14
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Whether you have played the fool or have been faithful to God in 2017, forget the shortfalls or the erecting of your Ebenezers, reach forth for the goal set before you by God Himself; seek with His help to be what He wants you to be and live for Him as you cross the threshold of 2017 to 2018. Can you do that with an anticipated Ebenezer?

REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: Forgive and Forget 2017 and go Forward with the Lord's Faithfulness in 2018. Can you say AMEN with Paul?  Phil. 3:13, 14

