R672 Rumination for 24th December, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
The Fears of Christmas
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
Lk. 2:10 
The Thots:

Intro.:  
The Good News of a Child to be Born strangely Brought Consternation (fear) and Concern 

to those who received the news instead of Joy and Jubilation. Consider that…
A. Mary Feared 
Lk. 1:26-27 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,
To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph…the virgin's name was Mary.
1. She was Fearful though highly Favoured by God - she was to Conceive a Child.

Mt. 1:21

a. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast Found Favour with God. 
b. She shall bring Forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS. 
2. It was the Fulfilment of a Prophecy by Isaiah:

Mt. 1:22, 23 
Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
3. But Why the Fear?  
a. She was a Virgin – The angel Gabriel was sent from God…to a virgin

Lk. 1:26, 27
b. Joseph had Vowed to marry her – …a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph.
Lk. 1:27
c. It was Verily not possible for Mary to have conceived then because…

Mt. 1:18
The birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise… before they came together, she was found with child…
Cf. Joseph had had no marital relations with her before this.
Mt. 1:25, NRSV
d. But theirs was a Very, Very special case – 
i. Mary was specially Chosen of God – The angel...said…

Lk. 1:28
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.
ii. And Mary was Conceived of the Holy Spirit.

Mt. 1:18
When as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together,
 she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.


4. Both accepted what was Foretold to them and abided by it.

Mt. 1:24-25

Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called His name JESUS.

B. Joseph  Feared 
Matt. 1:20 
Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.


1. He was Contracted (Engaged) to be Married to Mary.

Mt. 1:18a 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph…
2. He was Concerned because he found Mary with Child before they even Consummated their marriage.
…before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

Mt. 1:18b
3. He, being a Just person, wanted to give Mary a Chance to “Clear her name”.
Mt.1:19, HCSB
So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, 
decided to divorce her secretly. 

4. But Mary’s was a Miraculous Conception – 

Mt. 1:18 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 

5. In the end, both were Assured and Accepted the Condition:

Mt. 1:24-25
Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him 
his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called His name JESUS.

C. The Shepherds Feared
Lk. 2:8-10
 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
1. They were Shepherds watching their Sheep in the night.

Lk. 2:8
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
2. They Saw a Startling Sight of An Angel Appearing before them – they were Sore Afraid!
Lk. 2:9
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them.
3. They were Amazed at the Angel’s Announcement:

Lk. 2:10
The angel said…, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people
a. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Lk. 2:11
b. This shall be a Sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in Swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

c. An Angelic host Appeared singing and praising God: 
         Lk. 2:13, 14

Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
Every week, we regularly meet to remember our Lord’s death and resurrection for us;

Today, let us also remember that He was born to die for our sins and He rose again for our justification!
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, He bled and died to take away my sin.   S. K. Hine.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Currently associated with this Christmas, citizens of this earth also have their personal fears as they face the current chaotic conditions existing in their own countries. Wars and rumours of war, earthquakes and pestilences, famines and hunger, vice and drug addiction, robberies and murders, violence and brutality, prejudice and victimization, racial and religious slurs, inhuman and unhuman mentalities and lifestyles, immoral and pornographic acts against women and children, fornication and adultery (all rolled into one),and the list can go on and on and on. Can one see an end to it? 

Let God Himself add on to this list as even He Himself gives them up to their self-chosen and self-defined destinies. 
Rom. 1:24-32 (HCSB) 
24 Therefore God delivered them over in the cravings of their hearts to sexual impurity,    so that their bodies were degraded among themselves. 
25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. 
26 This is why God delivered them over to degrading passions. For even their females exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 
27 The males in the same way also left natural relations with females and were inflamed in their lust for one another. Males committed shameless acts with males and received in their own persons the appropriate penalty of their error.
28 And because they did not think it worthwhile to acknowledge God, God delivered them over to a worthless mind to do what is morally wrong. 
29 They are filled with all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice. They are gossips, 
30 slanderers, God-haters, arrogant, proud, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, and unmerciful. 

32 Although they know full well God’s just sentence—that those who practice such things deserve to die—they not only do them, but even applaud others who practice them.
Are these God-named sins above not characteristic of our present world conditions?

Are you not fearful living in this kind of world waiting to face God’s future judgment?

Graciously, God took pity on us and gave us a solution in sacrificing His Son to be our Substitute in His judgment on our sins provided we are prepared to surrender ourselves to Him for His Son is specially named “Jesus” for us to know His purpose -  
Mt. 1:21
thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins.
Let this Christmas bring cheer to you – true cheer and everlasting joy in the knowledge of your sins having being forgiven in repenting of your sins and receiving the Saviour into your life.
BLESSED AND JOYFUL CHRISTMAS TO YOU
2. For those who already know Him as Saviour, may this Christmas be a rededication of yourself to Him to own Him not only as Saviour, but also as your Sovereign and Lord of your life – 
Lk. 2:10

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9 (HCSB)
O Jesus, Lord and Savior, I give myself to Thee,

For Thou, in Thy atonement, Didst give Thyself for me.

I own no other master, My heart shall be Thy throne.

My life I give, henceforth to live, O Christ, for Thee alone.

T. O. Chisholm

Points To Ponder: You’d have nothing to fear, when He is your Saviour and Lord.
Christmas Removes fears and Replaces them with Reverential fear for the Lord.
