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The Theme: 
The Mysteries
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The Text: It is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.
Mt. 13:11
The Thots: 

The word "mystery" in normal English usage refers to something that baffles understanding and cannot be explained. However, biblically this term [Gk. mystērion] in the New Testament refers to truths not revealed in the Old Testament but which are now made known, i.e. those which were concealed to the Old Testament prophets but were later revealed to the New Testament apostles and prophets. 
Eph. 3:4, 5
Here are some of the Mysteries Mentioned in the Bible.

A. The Mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven.
Matt. 13:10, 11  
1. The Purpose of Jesus speaking in Parables to the People:

The disciples…said unto Him, Why speakest Thou unto them in parables? He answered… 
a. Why? Because the Pharisees had Rejected Jesus – they attributed His Power to Satan:
Mt. 12:24
The Pharisees…said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.
b. Why? Jesus was Revealing to His disciples truths Referring to the Kingdom of Heaven.

He answered… ““Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 

but to them it is not given.”

c. Why? To fulfil Isaiah 6:9, 10 – They heard the word Uttered but would not Understand.
Isa. 13:14
By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive.
2. The People in the Parable of the Kingdom of Heaven – Who are they?
Mt. 13
Those Possessing Jesus as Saviour and those Professing to be Christians but are not, e.g.

a. In the Parable of the Sower and the Seed – the Seed that fell on Good Ground ct. the other seeds.

b. In the Parable of the Wheat and Weeds – the Wheat, the true Seed and the Weeds, an “imitation”.

c. In the Parable of the Net – good and bad fish were caught and the Bad fish were cast Back into the sea.

3. Contrast the People in the Kingdom of God.
See #B below
B. The Mystery of the Kingdom of God.
1. The People in the Kingdom of God.


a. Only Believers who are Born again are in it.

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Jn. 3:3
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 3:5
b. No Demons can Dwell in it.
Mt. 12:28, NKJV
But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.
c. Thus, the Kingdom of God is in the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth but not vice versa.
2. As Saints, we are to Seek the Kingdom of God and walk in righteousness.
Mt. 6:33

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

C. The Mystery of the Church

1. The Truth Concerning the Church is a New Testament Mystery.
Eph. 3:9, 10
a. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the Church.
Eph. 5:32

b. Its Concept was Concealed in the Past (Old Testament) and Revealed in the Present (New Testament)

i. It was "the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed" 
Rom. 16:25, 26
ii. It was "this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God"
Eph. 3:9

iii. It was first revealed to Paul: “the mystery made known to me by revelation"
Eph. 3:2, 3
iv. It was "the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, 
but now is made manifest to his saints:
Col. 1:26
2. The Composition of the Church:

a. The Church is the Body of Christ:
I Cor. 12:12, 13
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

b. The Church is the Bride of Christ
Eph. 5:25 cf. Rev. 19:7
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.
3. Compare the Mystery of Christ as revealed in the Scriptures:-

a. Ephesians 3:4; Colossians 4:3
- 
“the mystery of Christ"

b. Colossians 1:27

-
“this mystery, which is Christ in you"

c. Colossians 2:2

-
"the mystery of God, namely, Christ"
Con. Is the Lord’s Supper a “mystery”?
The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord,

She is His new creation By water and the Word.

From Heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;


With His own blood He bought her And for her life He died. 
Samuel J. Stone
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. There is another Mystery which Merits our Meditation – the Great Mystery of Godliness.
Most certainly, the mystery of godliness is great:

I Tim. 3:16, HCSB
a. He was manifested in the flesh 

Cf. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…
Jn. 1:14
b. vindicated in the Spirit – 

Cf. the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him. 
Mt. 3:16

c. seen by angels –
Cf. Who [Christ] maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire. 

Heb. 1:7
d. preached among the nations – 
Cf. ye shall be witnesses unto Me…unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
Acts 1:8
e. believed on in the world – 
Cf. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 
Acts 16:31

f. taken up in glory 
Cf. this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven…
Acts 1:11

Here is an interesting comment on the above six attributes of this mystery of godliness by Butler in his Analytical Bible Expositor – 1 Thessalonians-Philemon.
The correlation of the truths. In an illustration of the literary excellence of the Scripture, one can detect a distinct correlation of these six truths in their relationship to earth and heaven. There are six truths stated. When numbering them one to six and then pairing together the numbers whose total when added together equals seven (1 + 6, 2 + 5, 3 + 4), you see three related pairs in these six truths regarding earth and heaven. First, One and six. Incarnation ("manifest in the flesh") and glorification ("received up into glory"). The first truth "incarnation" speaks of Christ on earth, the sixth truth, "glorification" speaks of Christ in heaven. Second, Two and Five. Vindication ("justified in the Spirit") and acceptation ("believed on in the world"). The second truth "vindication" speaks of Christ's acceptance in heaven, the fifth truth "acceptation" speaks of Christ's acceptance on earth. Third, Three and Four. Observation ("seen by angels") and proclamation ("preached unto the nations"). The third truth "observation" speaks of Christ's being known in heaven by angels and the fourth truth "proclamation" speaks of Christ being known on earth by men. The Bible is not a hodge-podge of miscellaneous writings put together at random and chance by man but is a Divine book of literary excellence guided in its composition by the Holy Spirit.
Would you like to reflect on Butler’s comments?
REFLECT
2. This Mystery of Godliness, of God incarnate in human flesh, is also fully and well- expressed in the words of Paul to the Philippian Christians as follows: Phil. 2:5-11, HCSB 

Christ Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death— even to death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow— of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth—   and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

This mystery of God becoming Man we will never fully know, if God, Himself, did not reveal this truth to Paul and thus to us. On our own, we can never, and will never be able to, grasp such great truth. What is your understanding of, and relationship with, Jesus Christ? 

We are now at the beginning of the month of December where many people in the world will nominally celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus without accepting Him as God becoming Man to become our Saviour and Lord… Lk. 2:11; Rom. 10:9, HCSB

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.


If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
Is He your Saviour and Lord? Or just an icon associated with Santa Claus?

O Jesus, Lord and Savior, I give myself to Thee,
For Thou, in Thy atonement, Didst give Thyself for me;
I own no other Master, My heart shall be Thy throne,


My life I give, henceforth to live, O Christ, for Thee alone.     REFLECT
Points To Ponder: God Manifested as Man is indeed a profound 

Majestic Mystery no Human Mind can Master!
