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The Theme: 
If…Then
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The Text: But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:
I Cor. 15:12
The Thots: 

A. The People’s Polemic Question:
I Cor. 15:12 
1. Their Prevalent Condition: Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the dead
a. They already knew this for a Fact.

15:1

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
b. They were saved by this Pact.

15:2
…ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
c. As stated in this Act:

15:3, 4
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

2. Their Persistent Question: 
I Cor. 15:12 

a. The Point of Paul’s Preaching – Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the dead

b. Yet there was this Perplexing Problem – They Doubted that the Dead in Christ could resurrect. 
How say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
B. Paul’s Proposed Solution to their Question: “If…then”
I Cor. 15:13-16
But if there be no resurrection of the dead…; …For if the dead rise not…
15:13a, 16a
1. …Then is Christ not risen; …Then is not Christ raised:
15:13b, 16b
… But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
15:20
a. The Resurrection of Christ set the Precedent and the Possibility
Of the Dead in Christ rising from the dead.

b. Indeed, Christ did rise from the dead. Here are the Proofs:
i. The Word of God Prophesied it – according to the Scriptures.
15:3, 4
ii. These Witnesses Testified to it – 
Cephas (Peter), the twelve, the over 500 brethren, James, the apostles. 
15:5-7
iii. The Writer Paul, himself verified it when he met Jesus on the road to Damascus.
  15:8ff (Acts 9:1-6)
2. ….then is our preaching vain.
15:14b

a. Note the Death and Resurrection of Jesus was Peter’s Preaching Theme at Pentecost:

Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Acts 2:23
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: 
because it was not possible that He should be holden of it.
Acts 2:24
b. It was also Paul’s determined Purpose in his Proclamation of Jesus:
I Cor. 2:2 
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

c. It was how Paul sought to Practise what he Preached.
Gal. 2:20 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
3. …(then) and your faith is also vain. 
15:14c
The Death and Resurrection of Christ is…
a. The Motivation for the Christian to Declare His Faith.
II Cor. 5:15 

And that He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto Him which died for them, and rose again. 
b. The Mode for the Christian to Display his Faith.:
Rom. 6:4 Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
c. The Manner for the Christian to Demonstrate his Faith:
Phi. 3:10 

That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being made conformable unto His death;

C. The Lord’s Personal Supper  instituted asked His own:
I Cor. 11:23-26
1. To Remember Him
– this do in remembrance of Me.


2. In His death,
} For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
And in His Resurrection and Return. 
} ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
With joy we tell the scoffing age, He that was dead has left His tomb;



He lives above their utmost rage, And we are waiting till He come.

Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 668
1. Five False Theories have been promulgated to lead people not to believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus. They have been refuted by Josh McDowell in his book, Evidence that Demands a Verdict and also discussed in the website: Bible.Org at https://bible.org/article/false-theories-against-resurrection-christ
The Theories are discussed and defined as follows;

a. 
The Swoon Theory or Resuscitation Theory.


It is defined as the Jesus did not actually die. He only fainted or swooned through exhaustion, shock, pain and loss of blood when He was crucified. He was mistakenly thought as having died, hence, His disciples buried Him. However, later He was revived by the cool air in the tomb and walked out. 

b.
The Hallucination Theory.

It is defined with reference to those who claimed they saw the Jesus after His death and resurrection when in actual fact these people were disillusioned. They hallucinated that they saw Jesus when they did not do so.

c. 
The Impersonation Theory.


It is defined as those who claimed they saw the risen Jesus but did not actually do so. 


It was someone impersonating Him that was why in a few cases those who saw Him could not recognise Him at first or even at all.
d.
The Spiritual Resurrection Theory.

In this theory, Jesus did not resurrect physically. His body was still in the grave, and if at all, there was any resurrection, it was only spiritual in nature. 

e.
The Theft Theory.

This was based on the very fear of the enemies of Christ who went to see Pilate to have the sepulchre securely sealed as they feared His disciples might come to steal the body away in the night. Thus, Mt. 27:62-66.

Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while He was yet alive, after three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.

They even bribed the soldiers to say so.  Mt. 28:11-15
Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done. And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole Him away while we slept. And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day. 

​
Do you believe in the Resurrection of Jesus?
How would you refute the above theories?
REFLECT.
If you are at a loss as to how to do so please visit: 

https://bible.org/article/false-theories-against-resurrection-christ

2.
Most importantly, as a Christian you need to allow the risen Christ to live out His life 


in and through you. Cf. Paul who wrote:  
Gal. 2:20


I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 


and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 


who loved me, and gave Himself for me.


Have you died and risen with Christ?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: To Live is to Die (I Cor. 15:31); To Die is to Self Deny (Lk. 9:23).
