R667 Rumination for 19th November, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
Two In One


The Text:  
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
I Cor. 15:3, 4

how that [1] Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 

And that He was buried, and that [2] He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
The Thots: 
Intro.: The Death and Resurrection of Jesus is one unique theme in the whole of Scripture. 


The two are InDivisible and Impossible to Divorce – Jesus died to rise again!
A. The Scriptures Proclaimed it.

I Cor.15:3, 4
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
1. He must die – to bear the Penalty of our Sins.
Rom. 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

2. He must be buried to Prove that He died.
Rom. 6:4, NKJV Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
3. He must rise again to show that the Price has been Paid and Accepted.
I Pet. 1:18-19
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold

… But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

4. He must live again to make it Possible for Him to return to take His People back to be with Him. Jn. 14:3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also. 

B. The Saviour Predicted it.
Mt.16:21; 


Cf. 17:23; 20:18, 19; Mk. 8:31; 9:31; 10:34; Lk. 9:22; 18:33;  24:7; 24:46.
Jesus [began] to shew unto His disciples, how that He must…be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

1. It was the Path He must tread – be killed and be raised again the third day!
2. The Priests and the People would make sure of that.

…how that He must…suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes. 

3. The Products would be as expected – He would be killed but He would be raised again the third day!

C. Two Special Ceremonies Pictured it – the two-in-one Picture!
1. The Cleansing of the Leper.
Lev. 14:4-7
a. The Conditions for the Cleansing: 

14:4
Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean 
b. The Command to kill one and to free the other.

14:5
The priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water… shall let the living bird loose into the open field:

c. The Connection between the two to serve as one [two-in-one].

14:6
…he shall…dip…the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water… 
and shall let the living bird loose into the open field – Thus, signifying Death and Resurrection!
d. The Communication to all for the Leper to be Confessed as Clean:

14:7
The Leper must be sprinkled with the Living Bird dipped in the Blood of the Slain Bird [the two birds being regarded as one] and set free signifying Jesus dying and rising again to Set the Sinner free –
He shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field
2. The Awesome Cleansing of Israel on the Day of Atonement.
Lev. 16:5-10

a. The Conditions for the Cleansing of the national Sin of the Congregation of the Children of Israel.
16:5
He shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, 
and one ram for a burnt offering.
b. One goat was to be Slain for the Sins of the people. 

16:9
And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering.
c. The Other Goat was the ScapeGoat to be Set free.

16:10
But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD…

and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.
d. The two-in-one Goat Sacrifice:

The Slain Goat to picture the Saviour Slain for our Sins and the Scapegoat to picture the Resurrected Saviour bearing our Sins far away to be forgotten and remembered no more. 


And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 

Heb. 10:17
D. The Lord’s Supper Commemorates the Lord’s Death and Resurrection.
I Cor. 11:26 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
At the Lord’s Supper, we proclaim the Lord’s Death and His Resurrection… 

And we do this until He comes again. 

I am He that liveth, that liveth and was dead…

And behold, I am alive forevermore. (2)
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1. The Resurrection of Jesus is Verily Truth and is Vital to the Christian Faith.
If one does not believe in the Resurrection of Jesus then:

· He has no Assurance that the wages of his sin paid for by the death of the Lord 
has been accepted by God and henceforth his sins have been forgiven and forgotten. 

He is still in his sins. Thus, 

And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
I Cor. 15:17
· He has no hope that one day he too will be raised from the dead as his Saviour was. 
What we believe and proclaim is also vain and there is no purpose for such.
If there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found
false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ: 
whom He raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, 
then is not Christ raised: 



I Cor. 15:13-16

· Even those who have believed in Jesus and have died will just perish.
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 

I Cor. 15:18

· BUT with Christ’s Resurrection, He becomes the firstfruits of all who died in Him. 
As He was risen, so will all those in Him follow suit – they too will be raised to life again to be with Him forevermore. What a glorious hope!

I Cor. 15:20
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
Can you afford not to believe in the resurrection of Jesus
and be identified with His risen life?

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory. Col. 3:1-4 
REFLECT

2. There are many concrete proofs and irrefutable evidence of the resurrection of Jesus.
Josh McDowell, since beginning ministry in 1961…has given more than 24,000 talks to over 10 million young people in 118 countries. He is the author or co-author of 112 books, selling over 51 million copies worldwide, including More Than a Carpenter, (15 million copies worldwide) which has been translated into over 85 languages and The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict, recognized by World Magazine as one of the century’s top 40 books.

For those who have doubts regarding the historical resurrection of Jesus, they should read his book. A visit to 

https://www.josh.org/wp-content/uploads/Evidence-For-The-Resurrection.pdf
will do much to convince you of this supreme truth of the Resurrection of Christ.

But what is more important than just the Conviction of this historical truth is the need for Change and Conformity of your present life to that of the living and risen Christ in you that you may be what He is and what He wants you to be.
Paul had this ambition:
Phil. 3:10-14, HCSB
[My goal⌋ is to know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from among the dead. Not that I have already reached ⌊the goal⌋ or am already fully mature, but I make every effort to take hold of it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus. Therefore, all who are mature should think this way. And if you think differently about anything, 
God will reveal this also to you. 
Do you have this goal in your life?

REFLECT

Points To Ponder: To live we need to die so that we can rise to walk 


 with the Risen Christ in newness of life. (Rom. 6:3-11)
