R664 Rumination for 29 October, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith He 

that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, 

that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
Rev. 3:1
The Thots:

Intro.: This Censure from Christ was Addressed to the Church in Sardis.

It was an Active church, but Admittedly dead in the Lord’s Sight.
A. The Christ of the Church – 
Rev. 3:1
These things Saith He that hath the Seven Spirits of God, and the Seven Stars.

1. The Condition of the Church.

3:1b
a. It had a Reputation – thou hast a name that thou livest
b. Its Real Condition – and art dead
2. The Character of the Christ addressing the Church:

 3:1a

a. He has the Spirit Who can give them Life – He that hath the Seven Spirits.

 Cf. 1:4; 5:6
b. He is the Sovereign of the Seven Churches’ Leaders – He that hath the Seven Stars.
 Cf. 1:19; 2:1
They need to own His Lordship over them – their angels (Stars) need to Listen to Him. Cf. 1:20
B. Christ’s Complaint and Commendation.
Rev. 3:2b
1. His Complaint Regarding their Condition: I have not found thy works perfect before God.
Cf. His Complaints of the Relapsed Ephesian Church…thou hast left thy first love.
Rev. 2:4
2. His Commendation to Rectify the Condition: 

a. Reinforce: Be watchful, and strengthen the things which Remain, that are Ready to die.
b. Remember therefore how thou hast Received and heard, and hold fast, and Repent
 3:3a

i. Remember how they had Received 
cf. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and Repent, and do the first works.
2:5

ii. Retain what they had Heard and Hold fast.

iii. Repent – they might Appear Alive, but they were Dead.

3. The Caution to the Church: 


3:3b
 
a. Be Watchful - If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, 
b. Be Warned - and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee
c. As a Whole, the Church was Wayward – they needed to change their Ways and be Watchful.
· Their Lord might Return any Time – I will come on thee as a Thief.
4. The Consolation: The Faithful Few in the Church. 

3:4


Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall Walk with Me in White: for they are Worthy
a. Their Weak number:
Thou hast a few names even in Sardis
b. Their White undefiled garments:
which have not defiled their garments;

c. Their Walk:
and they shall Walk with Me in white

d. Their Worthiness:
for they are Worthy

· These Consistent Christians were a Contrast to the Church as a Whole.
C. The Challenge and the Conclusion:
Rev. 3:5, 6
1. To the Overcomer: He that overcometh…


3:5


a. His Clothing - the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 
b. His Confirmation: and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.
Note: The Book of Life contains names of all the Living and the Lost.


When a Lost person Dies, his/her name is then blotted out, 

Leaving only those names who Live in the Book of Life.
Rev. 20:12-15


Their names are also found in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
Rev. 21:27

c. The Confession: I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angel. 
Cf. Mt. 10:32-33 
Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father 
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny 
before My Father which is in heaven.
2. To the Listener: He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
3:6
Con: The Faithful Few Walk before the Lord in White and are Worthy.

As we Break the Bread and Partake of the Cup this morning…

I Cor. 11:28, 29
Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 

not discerning the Lord's body.

Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good!

Oh, grant that I in manner worthy May now approach Thy heav’nly board


And, as I lowly bow before Thee, Look only unto Thee, O Lord!    Friedrich C. Heyder
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.

R. 664

1. In two days’ time, the Christian world will be celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in commemoration of the time when Martin Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses on the door of the Roman Catholic Cathedral at Wittenberg, Germany on 31st October. 1517 in “protest”, among other things the Roman Church’s erroneous and unscriptural practices of selling Indulgences to reduce a person’s number of penances or punishment time spent in purgatory, etc. 

This period of Church History was known as The Reformation Period and Bible commentators have linked it to the Letter written to the Church in Sardis which had a name to be alive but was dead pointing to the promising dawn of the Reformation that broke away from the “Dark Ages” of the Roman Catholic Church giving promise to the resemblance of a real “life” church to emerge from it.
However, when Martin Luther and the other reformers came out of the dead system of religious rituals and rites of the Roman Church, they also brought out with them some of the remnants of their former beliefs and practices including their traditions and teachings.  

Thus, today, the bread and the cup at the Lord’s Table are assumed to give life and blessing to the participants as they partake of the miraculously transformed bread and wine into the actual body and blood of Christ claiming to fulfil the text of Jesus’ promise:  (John 6:53-56) 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him.

Do the above texts teach that you must literally eat of the Lord’s flesh and drink of the Lord’s blood in order to have eternal life?  Cf. Jn. 6:35
The ritual associated with the “Eucharist” or the Lord’s Supper and many others, such as the clergy-laity system, including those linked with the icons of idolatrous practices in the Roman Catholic Churches are still found in such formal so-called “Protestant” churches today.  They have a name, are active but not necessarily alive. In actual fact, they are dead!
Are you actually eating His flesh and drinking His blood when you take part of the Lord’s Supper? 
REFLECT.
2. Below is a write-up on “Protestantism” from Wikipedia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
Protestantism is a form of Christianity which originated with the Reformation, a movement against what its followers considered to be errors in the Roman Catholic Church.  It is one of the three major divisions of Christendom, together with Roman Catholicism and Orthodoxy.  The term derives from the letter of protestation from German Lutheran princes in 1529 against an edict of the Diet of Speyer condemning the teachings of Martin Luther as heretical 
With its origins in Germany, the modern movement is popularly considered to have begun in 1517 when Luther published his Ninety-five Theses as a reaction against abuses in the sale of indulgences, which purported to offer remission of sin to their purchasers.Peter Waldo  Although there were earlier breaks from or attempts to reform the Roman Catholic Church—notably by , John Wycliffe, and Jan Hus—only Luther succeeded in sparking a wider, lasting movement.

Protestants reject the notion of papal supremacy and deny the Roman Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, but disagree among themselves regarding the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  They emphasize the priesthood of all believers, the doctrine of justification by faith alone (sola fide) rather than by or with good works, and a belief in the Bible alone (rather than with sacred tradition) as the highest authority in matters of faith and morals (sola scriptura).  The "Five solae" summarize the reformers' basic differences in theological beliefs and opposition to the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church.  
Do you subscribe to the above highlighted text?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Is it right for God-Glorifying, Bible-Based and Christ-Centred Christians to Call themselves Protestants? What are they protesting against?
