R662 Rumination for 15th October, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
The Samaritan Woman at Sychar’s Well.
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The Text: Then cometh He to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar…now Jacob's Well was there. Jn. 4:5, 6
The Thots:

A. The Well at Sychar
Jn. 4:5, 6
1. It was at the Plot of land, Jacob gave to Joseph.
Gen. 48:21, 22
a. Jacob had Purchased it earlier. 
Gen. 33:18, 19
b. There he had Pitched an altar which he called: Elelohe-Israel, “the mighty God of Israel” Gen. 33:20
c. He was keeping his Promise to God for Providing for him and giving him Peace. Gen. 28:20-22
2. Jesus was Physically tired after His long walk through Samaria.
Jn. 4:6
a. He had walked under the hot Sun to arrive at the well about the Sixth hour.
Jn. 4:6

b. He was fulfilling a Personal Purpose for He must needs go through Samaria –
Jn. 4:4
Jesus had to Speak to a Woman who needed “Special” Water to Satiate her thirst!
B. The Woman of Samaria.
Jn. 4:7, 9, ESV
There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give Me to drink.
1. The Woman was Role Conscious – How could Jesus, a Man speak to her a Woman alone?
The Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You…ask for a drink from me, a woman…?”
2. The Woman was Race Conscious – 

Jesus was a Jew; She was a Samaritan and Jews have no dealings with Samaritans!
And Jesus was offering her Living Water that could Satisfy her!
See #C below.
3. The Woman was Really Curious –
Jn. 4:11-12
a. The woman saith unto Him, Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: 
from whence then hast Thou that living water? 
b. Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, 
which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?
C. The Water that Satisfies.
Jn. 4:13 -15 
1. The Water from the Well Would not Satisfy.
Jn. 4:13
Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again.
2. The Water Jesus offered Would Well up into everlasting life.
Jn. 4:14

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
3. The Woman requested for the Water:
Jn. 4:15
The woman saith unto Him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. 
D. The Woman Sought to Cover up her Sin and was Caught!
Jn. 4:16-18
1. Jesus Pointed out her Sin in her Life – “her husband”



Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.

2. She Pointedly denied having any Spouse!
Jn. 4:17-18
The woman answered and said, I have no husband. 
3. Jesus Plainly Spoke to her where she had Sinned:

Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: For thou hast had five husbands; 
and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.
4. The Woman must Put the matter right.
Jn. 4:16

Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.
Cf. He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 

but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. 
Pro. 28:13
5. The Woman Sought to Sidestep the issue and brought up the matter of Worship.
Jn. 4:19-25
E. The Woman and Worship in the Spirit.
Jn. 4:19-25

The Saviour then introduced to the Samaritan Woman what it was to Worship God in Spirit.
1. Worship of God is not Limited to a Locality.
Jn. 4:20-22
2. Worship of God Who is Spirit must be in Spirit and in Truth,
Jn. 4:23, 24
3. The Woman was then introduced to the Messiah, the Saviour of the World.
Jn. 4:25, 26
F. The Woman became A Winner of Souls.
John 4:29, 39 
1. The Woman’s Conversion: 
Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?

2. The People’s Conviction: 

And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him for the saying of the woman, 
which testified, He told me all that ever I did.
Our Present Occupation for now: Let us all Worship God in the Spirit today.

A S.W. met the S.W. at S.W.


He offered her S.W. and she became a S.W.
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1. Compare the Samaritan Woman’s Idea of Worshipping God:
· She Limited the Worship of God to a Physical Locality or Location:

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and Ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. (Jn. 4:20)
Her ancestors taught that God could only be worshipped in temples on Mount Gerizim and she also thought that Jesus was advocating that God could only be worshipped in the temple at Mt. Zion (Jerusalem).
She was very wrong. She missed out the truth in worshipping God:

The most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, 
Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool: what house will ye build Me? saith the Lord…Hath not My hand made all these things? (Acts 7:48-59)
· She had to Learn and so must we that…
(Jn. 4:24)
God is [a] Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

God is Spirit; hence, worship is Spiritual. Not only must we acknowledge that He is Spirit for us to worship Him thus, but we need to have His Spirit to worship Him. Hence, those who worship Him must be born again – for only then will we have His Spirit in us to worship Him. Jesus said to Nicodemus: 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (Jn. 3:5, 6)
· We must worship Him in truth.
Truth can only come from Him Who is to be worshipped. Only God Himself can reveal to us how He wants Himself to be worshipped and that is the Truth! 
And only Jesus can ever reveal this truth to us, as He claims to be 
…I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me. (Jn. 14:6). No man or woman can ever approach God, the Father except through the Son, Jesus Christ, Who is the Way by Whom we can enter into God’s presence and to know the Truth of how we can worship Him.
· However, there is another source whereby we can confirm how to worship God in truth. We need to read His own revelation of how He is to be worshipped from and in His Word, the Bible. This is how we can be sanctified to know the truth: 
Sanctify them through Thy truth: thy word is truth. (Jn. 17:17)

Are you in the position to worship God in spirit and in truth?

Are you born again in spirit and by God’s Spirit?
Do you know His Word to know how to worship Him in truth?
REFLECT.
2. Today man has his own ideas of how God is to be worshipped. We are confronted with numerous programmes of how we think we ought to worship God or how God should be worshipped. Paul encountered the same situation in Athens:  (Acts 17:22-32, NKJV) –  
22  Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you…29 Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising. 30  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31  because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead." 32  And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked…”
Will you also be mocking at what is written above as you too may have your own ideas of how God is to be worshipped?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
While Water is Essential to Living, 




Jesus’ Living Water is the Essence of Eternal Life. 
