R660 Rumination for 1st October, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
Till He Come
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The Text: As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 

ye do shew the Lord's death till He come. 
I Cor. 11:26
The Thots:

Intro. “till He come” – When will He come? 

Did He come to take His Church back with Him on September 23? 
See Reflections.
A. The Promise of His Second Coming.
Jn. 14:3
1. Jesus’ 1st Return to Heaven:

a. It was to Prepare a Place for His People in Heaven
Jn. 14:3
In my Father's house are many mansions… I go to prepare a place for you.
Jn. 14:3a
b. It was so that He could Send the Holy Spirit to be with His Saints and Servants on Earth.
i. It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you. 
Jn. 16:7
ii. When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: 
for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: 
and He will shew you things to come.
c. Later He will Return to Receive His Redeemed to be with Him in Heaven.      
See #2 below.
2. Jesus’ 2nd Return to Earth for His Church.

a. The Purpose of His Return.
Jn. 14:3
I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
b. It is a Personal Return:
Acts 1:11
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
 as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
c. The “Programme” of His Return:
I Thes. 4:16, 17
i. The Lord Descends: The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.
ii. And the Dead in Christ shall rise first: 
I Cor. 15:51, 52, ASB

We all shall not sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 

and the Dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

iii. His Disciples who are alive when He comes will join them in the clouds:

I Thes. 4:17a
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds.
iv. Then they will Dwell with Him in heaven forevermore.

I Thes. 4:17b


To meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

d. The Period of His Return:
i. No one knows: Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 

Matt. 24:42

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. Mt. 25:13
ii. Neither the angels Nor the Son – No one except God the Father!

Mk. 13:32
Of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father. 

e. The Picture of His Return – it is like a thief in the Night.
Note: The Rapture of the Church Coincides with and Commences the Day of the Lord on earth.
i. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. I Thes. 5:2
ii. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night…

II Pet. 3:10
B. While Waiting for the Prospect of His Coming Return – 
1. Look Out for – Watch and Pray 
Mk. 13:32-33
But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.
2. Obey His Commission – Go, Preach and Teach.
Mk. 16:15; Mt. 28:19, 20
And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations…Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
3. Observe the Lord’s Supper – Remember and Revere the Lord:
I Cor. 11:24-26

And when he had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.
See, the feast of love is spread, Drink the wine, and break the bread;

Sweet memorials, till the Lord Calls us round His heavenly board;

Some from earth, from glory some Severed only, Till He come. 
E. H. Bickersteth, Jr.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. Revelation 12:1-9 (KJV) 
1  And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 
2  And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 
3  And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
4  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
5  And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne…
9  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

Based on the text above (Rev. 12:1-5ff) of a pregnant woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars, many end-time prophets declared that this great sign in the sky was fulfilled when on September 23, 2017 the sun was in the zodiac constellation Virgo — “a woman clothed with the sun”. The moon at that time was then at the feet of Virgo — “with the moon under her feet”. Nine stars of the constellation Leo, and three planets (Mercury, Venus, and Mars) together would make up the twelve stars at the head of Virgo fulfilling the sign that “on her head (was) a crown of 12 stars”. Planet Jupiter would be at the centre of Virgo at that time but a few weeks after September 23, Jupiter would exit Virgo to the east, past her feet, giving the impression that “She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she laboured to give birth”. Also Jupiter being the largest of the planets was sort of regarded as the “king” of the planets, thus fulfilling “She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod”. 

These end-time prophets regarded this sign as a rare phenomenon in the sky that only occurred once 6000 to 7000 years ago tracing it to the time when Adam and Eve were created and Eve referred to as “Woman” who gave birth! But this is not true, as in the last millennium it has been reported that this phenomenon had occurred at least four times in 1827, 1483, 1293, and 1056. See also: https://answersingenesis.org/astronomy/stars/what-will-happen-september-23-2017/
Apart from the above claims, there were other events that these so-called prophets pointed to, to declare that September 23 was indeed a very special day and could only point to the fulfilment of Revelation 5 with reference to the Rapture of the Church, “the Male Child being caught up unto God, and to His throne”, making the Male Child to represent the Church and the Dragon as Anti-Christ that would persecute the woman (Israel) during the Great Tribulation.

Well, 23rd September has come and gone. Are we in heaven now or still on earth?

While we would agree with the Woman being Israel (See Gen. 37:7-9), we cannot agree that the Child being caught up is the Church. He was indeed Jesus Who was caught up into heaven (Acts 1:11; Lk. 24:51)) and would return to rule the earth with the rod of iron (12:5 cf. 2:27; 19:15). The Dragon is identified for us as Satan (12:9) and not Antichrist as claimed, and the child persecuted by him none other than the remnant of Israel (cf. 12:17) – And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed…

As can be seen, the interpretation of the signs is already given us in the context of the text itself.  Let us Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (II Tim. 2:15) and not bring shame and dishonour to our Lord and His Word (II Tim. 3:16) by so-called assumptive predictions that are not fulfilled (See Deut. 18:18-20-22). Do not be taken in by such speculative presumptions.
REFLECT.
2. The Lord has warned us not to speculate the date of His return [See Rumination #A.2(d, e)]

What He wants from us is that we be always Prepared – Watch and Pray and be Ready when He comes. [See Rumination #B.1-3]. 
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: It does not matter when, but when He comes will I be ready?
