R658 Rumination for 17 September, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
Present…this is your spiritual worship.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
By the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. 
Rom. 12:1 (HCSB)
The Thots: 


Intro.  “present” is Gk. paristēmi only in Rom. 12:1, and 6:13 translated “yield”.
It is a compound word from histēmi = to place or stand and para = near.

Thus, paristēmi = to cause to stand near or before.
In secular Greek, it means “to place at someone’s disposal,”  “to bring [as a sacrifice],”  
and “bring before” (the emperor or the court).
[Brown, Vol. 3, p.109]

A. To Worship is to be Present in God’s Presence.
Heb. 10:20-25
1. The Priority: To Worship God, one needs…
a. to be Conscious of His Presence:

Jn. 4:24
God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
b. To Come into His Presence.

Heb. 10:20
i. The New Pathway into His presence has been made Available.
By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh.
ii. Contrast the Old Testament Prohibition – A Veil was set up as a “Barrier” into His Presence.  Lev. 16:2
The LORD said...Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place 
within the vail before the mercy seat…that he die not. 


iii. The Inter-testament Provision – The Veil was Broken (“Rent” when Christ Resurrected).
Mt. 27:51
And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. 


iv. The New Testament Progression into God’s Presence - the Veil (the Lord’s Body) Broken:  Heb. 10:20

By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh.
· Thus, the Way into His Presence is now made Accessible. Let us go in and Worship.
2. The Propriety: to Worship God, heed the exhortation:
a. Let us draw near…
Heb. 10:22-25
i. The Purity: 
With a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience, and our bodies Washed with pure Water.

Heb. 10:22
b. Let us hold fast the Profession of our faith without wavering; 

Heb. 10:23a
ii. The Promise: 
(for He is faithful that promised) 


Heb. 10:23b
c. Let us consider one another to Provoke unto love and to good works: 

Heb. 10:24, 25

iii. The Provocation: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 



but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

B. To Worship is to Present your Presents.
1. Come into His Presence with Presents:

a. The Example of the Prudent Wise Men:

Matt. 2:11 

i. Their Purpose: Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we…are come to worship Him. Mt. 2:2
ii. Note: The Person they worshipped – did not include His “mother”!

They saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: 
iii. The Presents they brought: 

Matt. 2:11
   When they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 
b. The Exaltation of the Lord with Praise.

Heb. 13:15
By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
2. Consecrate your Person as your Present in Worship.
Rom. 12:1, HCSB
a. The Basis of the Appeal: By the mercies of God…
b. Your Body to be laid on the Altar of Sacrifice: I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. 
c. And Be what you ought to Be:

Rom. 12:2
i. Negatively: And be not conformed to this world

Rom. 12:2a
ii. Positively: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind

Rom. 12:b

iii. Affirmatively: ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
Rom. 12:c
C. To Worship is to fulfil God’s Precepts of Worship.

Jn. 4:23, 24

1. The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. 
2. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
On this Lord’s Day let us Remind ourselves to Remember our Lord as He instructed His disciples and us 

to bring along our Presents of Praise and Thanksgiving to Worship Him. Let us not be Silent!
Bless the Lord, O my soul; O my soul Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name. 

Matt Redman
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 658

1. When Moses was up on Mount Sinai to receive the ten commandments, his brother Aaron led the people of God out in false worship (Exo. 32:15-25). What was false worship like?
· It was noisy and disorderly (unlike any military preparations for war).

Actually it was the people singing, but it sounded like noise with the much shouting!
17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, 
There is a noise of war in the camp. 18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.
· And there was dancing! – enjoying themselves in such so-called “worship” activities?
And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw…the dancing 

· They were dancing in front of a golden calf  –
As soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing

What was wrong with that Worship? Consider Moses’ reactions:

· Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, 
and brake them beneath the mount (Exo. 19:7, 8)

The Lord had just handed him the two tablets of stone on which was inscribed the Ten Commandments which the people had earlier covenanted to obey and which would be now confirmed to them in “writing” in stone!

Instead, they were found to already break two of the ten commandments: (Exo. 20:2-5)


(1) 2 I am the LORD thy God…Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.
(2) 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: 
· 20 And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it.
Instead of the Lord being in the front of their vision, it was a golden calf – a golden idol!

Could it be that these days a celebrity idol (be it a star, a group, or whatever) can usurp the place of God and displace God of His position of worship to be adored, admired and idolized by the people so that they are well-entertained, exhilarated and excited?
· And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their enemies:) – Their worship was immoral and sensual.
· 21 And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin upon them?
The worship of the golden calf by Aaron and the people was regarded as a “great sin” (Exo. 32:21, 30, 31)
Is there a possibility that the spirit of this Golden Calf Worship still prevails in our time though not in its actual form yet in subtle forms that are not dissimilar to its original spirit?
REFLECT
2. “At the very heart of the concept and outworking of worship is the principle of reverence. The Hebrew word translated "reverence" in the OT is usually shachah, the same word used for worship. In the NT, however, we find a most remarkable word.

“The Greek entrepō <G1788> literally means "to turn into oneself, to put self to shame, to feel respect or deference toward someone else." It's graphically used, for example, in the Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers (Matt. 21:37; Mark 12:6; Luke 20:13)... The parable is, of course, about the Lord Jesus and the many servants of God who came before Him.

That is, indeed, the scene today, even in many churches. We simply do not reverence the Lord. Instead of putting ourselves to shame and completely bearing ourselves to God, we entertain ourselves and demand what we want, and He is thereby mistreated. How can we worship when we are laughing at the "Christian" comedian, performing a stage play, or swaying to the music of a rock band? Frankly, such things should grieve us – J. D. Watson
A Word for the Day: Key Words from the New Testament (Sept. 8)
Points To Ponder: Christians may not worship stone idols today, but they may still idolise them in other forms.
