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The Theme: 
Hungry and Thirsty.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst….for they shall be filled.
Mt. 5:6
The Thots: 


Intro. In our physical life, to live, a person needs to eat to Satisfy his hunger and drink to Satiate his thirst.
Likewise in spiritual life, one must also eat and drink.

A. Jesus’ Invitation to Secure and Sustain the needs of Spiritual life –

Jn. 6:53, 54
Then Jesus said unto them…Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
1. One needs to Eat – Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man… 

And one needs to Drink - and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. 

2. In Order to have Eternal Life – Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life. 

3. Only then will he Enjoy the hope of an after-life – and I will raise him up at the last day.
Cf. Jn. 6:39, 40
And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him 
may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
4. ​The Orderly Explanation of Jesus’ Invitation:
Jn. 6:35 

And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.
a. To eat the flesh of the Son of man and never to hunger 

· is to Come to the Lord - he that cometh to Me shall never hunger
b. To drink His blood and never thirst 
· is to Believe on Him – he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.
c. To Do the above is to “have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day”   
See #4 above.
B. Jesus’ Indorsement in His Beatitude in His Sermon on the Mount.
Matt. 5:6
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
1. The Blessed BeneDiction: Blessed are they…for they shall be filled.
a. The Blessed: Blessed are they…Blessed [Gk. makarios] is supremely blest; happy.
Strong
b. The Blessing: for they shall be filled.
i. It is a Full Promise – they shall
ii. They will be Filled to the Peak – they shall be filled. cf. "He satisfieth the longing soul" Psa. 107:9
2. The Blessed Desire: they which hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
a. The Ear-marked Desire – if they hunger and thirst for Righteousness
i. For Godliness? – righteousness.
[Gk. dikaiosynē from dikaios] = equity (of character or act); justification.
Strong
ii. For God? 
As Psa. 42:1, 2
 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. 
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God? 

b. The Earnestness in the Desire – hunger and thirst
i. The Continuity of the Desire: 

“These two verbs are in the curative present tense to show that the hungering 

and thirsting continue, going on and on in this life" 
(Lawlor). 

ii. The Caution: “The frequency of the desire will prevent lapses into evil.”
(J.D.Watson)
C. Jesus’ Instruction regarding the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor.  11:23-28
1. The Institution of the Supper.

11:23-25

a. By the Lord Jesus – For I have received of the Lord…that the Lord Jesus

b. When He was Betrayed by Judas – the same night in which He was betrayed 
c. Took Bread: And when He had given thanks, He Brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My Body, which is Broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 
d. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My Blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
2. The Instruction in the Supper:
 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
3. The Indictment to keep in Sight:
 11:27
a. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
 11:29
b. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord's body. 

4. The Injunction to follow:
 11:28

a. But let a man examine himself, 
b. and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
Break ye the bread, and pour the wine, As ye have seen your Master do:

This body and this blood of mine Is broken thus and shed for you.
John Pierpont
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 655
1. What did our Lord mean when He said:
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you? Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. (Jn. 6:53, 54)
How could a person eat of our Lord’s flesh and drink of His blood in order to have (eternal) life?

Was the Lord referring to the Lord’s Supper (Eucharist/Mass) so that when the priest holds up the bread and utters or repeats the words of the Lord, “This is My body” (Mk. 14:22), the bread is miraculously transubstantiated into the literal body of the Lord?
Likewise of the cup of wine when he utters the words of the Lord: “This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many” (Mk. 14:24) the wine in the cup miraculously transubstantiates into the actual blood of the Lord Jesus, so that when a participant of the Mass takes of the bread and drinks of the cup, he literally eats of the body of the Lord and drinks of His blood!!

This could not be because the Lord’s Supper was not instituted until one year later.

Also this was the Lord’s description of a person who did not have eternal life:

Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. (Jn. 6:53)

And the “condition” the Lord set for one to possess eternal life is Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life.” (Jn. 6:54)
Generally, the Christian is also to abstain from eating blood as advised by the council in Jerusalem – For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood…If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. (Acts 15:28, 29, NKJV)
Thus, the best way to interpret what the Lord meant is to refer to His earlier statement when…Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst (Jn. 6:35)
Therefore, to eat of His flesh is to come to Him for then the person will no more hunger.
To drink of His blood is for him to believe in the Lord for then he will no more thirst.

Thus the Lord concluded: John 6:51 (KJV) 

I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. (Jn. 6:51). Have you really eaten of the flesh and drink of the blood of the Lord?
         REFLECT.
2. Many equate today’s life and living with “eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.”
That was precisely what the rich fool in the parable Jesus told believed in:
Luke 12:16-20 (NKJV) 
16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 18  So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." ' 20  But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' 

Is not this the philosophy of life that many people believe in today - - eat, drink and be merry.  Some who are more adventurous will even dare to add: for tomorrow we die!

Is this really the end to life? In that case it is indeed a good philosophy!
But God calls him a fool. Why? Because it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: (Heb. 9:27)

Are you prepared for the judgment? What is your philosophy of life?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: “Eat, drink and be merry” – is this all there is to life and living?
