R654 Rumination for 20 August, 2017
By KC Ung
The Theme: 
a worm, and no man.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
But I am a worm, and no man.
Psa. 22:6
The Thots: 


Intro. Though Psalm 22 seemingly would be the record of the Psalmist’s experiences, yet realistically there was no record of David having gone through such events in his life. Indeed, it was the Psalmist’s Prediction and graphic Picture of a Crucifixion on the Cross (not prevalent in the time of the Psalmist; crucifixion was also not a Jewish form of Punishment, but Roman! Hence, it must be a Prophecy!) Therefore, it is not surprising that the words of the Psalm were appropriated by Christ on the Cross when He was Crucified at Calvary or quoted of the events happening at the scene! 


Compare:
1) Psa. 22:1   - My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?"
Mt. 27:46

2) Psa. 22:11 - Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.


Cf. But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. 



      Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled. 

Mt. 26:56

3) Psa. 22:15 - My tongue cleaveth to my jaws; cf. Jesus…saith, I thirst. 
Jn. 19:28

4) Psa. 22:17 - They look and stare upon me, cf. And sitting down they watched Him there.
Mt. 27:36

5) Psa. 22:18 - They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.






And they crucified Him, and parted His garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled 



which was spoken by the prophet, They parted My garments among them,



and upon My vesture did they cast lots. 


Mt. 27:35
A. The Lord was no Man - But I am a worm, and no man;
Psa. 22:6
1. God is no Man:

Num. 23:19

God is not a man that He should lie; neither the son of man that He should repent: 

hath He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?
2. Jesus is no Mere Man either – He is God…made like Man but without his sinful nature.   Phil. 2:6 NKJV
Who, being in the form of God…coming in the likeness of men and…found in appearance as a man...
3. Jesus became the Mediator between the Holy God and Sinful Man.

I Tim. 2:5


For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus;
4. To do this He was Made Man who was a little lower than the angels…

Heb. 2:7

We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death…
…that by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

Heb. 2:9

…He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

Phil. 2:8
B. The Lord is a Worm - But I am a worm, and no man
Psa. 22:6
As A Worm…He (Christ) is a reproach of men, and despised of the people.  

  
 Psa. 22:6
1. He is despised and rejected of men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief…
          Cf. Isa. 53:3
2. He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 

53:3
3. He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken…
53:4
4. He was wounded for our transgressions…the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.        53:5, 6b
5. He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth: 

53:7a
6. He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so He openeth not His mouth. 

53:7b
7. He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of My people was He stricken. 
53:8b
8. He made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth. 

53:9

…Christ was “Crushed”
a. He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; 

53:5b
bruised, (Heb. = dākāʾ), from a primitive root = to crumble; transposed to bruise (literal or figurative) :- beat to pieces, break (in pieces), bruise, contrite, crush, destroy, humble, oppress, smite.

Strong
b. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief: when Thou shalt make His soul 
an offering for sin…

53:10

· And out of the “Crushed” Worm flowed out Crimson Blood!

See #C below
C. The Worm was Crushed and Crimson Sins were turned to White.

Isa. 1:18
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Note: crimson is Heb. tôlāʿ; same Hebrew word as worm
    
       Psa. 22:6

towle`ah from yala` = a maggot (as voracious); the Crimson-grub, but used only (in this Connection) 
of the Color from it, and Cloths dyed therewith :- crimson, scarlet, worm.

Strong

· Thus, the Crimson Worm was Crushed and out of it flowed Crimson Blood 
         that Could Cleanse all our sins away!
Pure is the crimson flow, that washes white as snow
Death lost its sting when we were cleansed from all our sins
And now the spotless Lamb, who sits at God’s right hand

Lives to intercede and make us holy just like Him
Tommy Walker
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 654

1. Metaphors and similes are figures of speech used in the English language to further qualify or amplify the character of a person or whatever in comparison with another of similar ilk, as the man is a fat pig or the man is as fat as a pig, etc.
In the scriptures, various figures of speech are used to associate with heavenly creatures and spiritual truths to help us understand the latter in concrete terms familiar to us. 
Thus, it is not surprising to find the psalmist describing and predicting that the coming Messiah would be a Worm! He qualified that statement with the worm being “a reproach of men, and despised of the people” attributing to the common knowledge that a worm is often trodden and stepped upon when it creeps on the earth. Thus, the Lord likened to a “worm” would be a reproach of men, and despised of the people. All they that see me laugh me to scorn… (Psa. 22:6, 7) and this was confirmed by Isaiah when he wrote: (Isa. 52:2, 3) – He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.
However the Lord was also likened to a Lamb whose attributes are meek and lowly. And so was Christ. Thus, He said: (Matt. 11:28, 29) – Come unto Me…Take My yoke upon you…for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
And John when he saw the Lord on the bank of River Jordan, he cried out: (Jn. 1:29) 
…Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Jesus was the Lamb of God because He was that Passover Lamb Who was sacrificed for us: (I Cor. 5:7) – For even Christ our Passover [Lamb] is sacrificed for us: 
And one day this Worm, this Lamb, will be sitting on the Throne as the Lion of Judah and as such, He will subject all things under His feet – (Rev. 5:13) And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 
Today, the Lord is despised and “trodden” upon as the worm; Tomorrow He will be enthroned and all creatures will be subject to the Lamb on the Throne then. 
How are you treating Him today?
REFLECT

2. Today man and creatures are not in good relationship. It was not so at the beginning. When both were created on the sixth day of creation (Gen. 1:26-28), God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good. (Gen. 2:31). It was only after man had sinned that the LORD God said unto the serpent…I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. (Gen. 3:14:15). 
But the good news is that the day will come when such relationships will be restored. Isaiah prophesied: (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 
Thus today, the whole creation (including us) groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now (Rom. 8:22) and the world faces a mess of environmental problems. 
How are you related to your environment today?
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: What you are is how you treat those around you.
