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The Theme: 
I Am Unworthy…You Are Worthy
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power
Rev. 4:11
The Thots: 


Intro. 
“Worthy” in the Greek New Testament is axios referring to one side of a balancing scale counterbalancing the other side to indicate both are of equal weight.
A. I am Not worthy so Confessed Jacob, the Jew.
Gen. 32:9a, 10  
Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: I am not worthy…
1. In spite of his Riches, Jacob felt unworthy to Recompense his brother, Esau whom he had cheated 

of his Rightful inheritance in seeking to Reconcile with him.
And he...took of that which came to his hand a present for Esau his brother…
Gen.32:13-14
2. In spite of being Renamed Israel to Represent the Jew.

32:28 
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: 
3. In spite of having God’s Covenant sign of Circumcision.
Gen. 17:10 

This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; 
Every man child among you shall be circumcised.

4. Paul’s Comments on the Jew:
Rom. 3:1, 9, HCSB
So what advantage does the Jew have? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 

What then? Are we any better? Not at all! For we have previously charged 
that both Jews and Gentiles are all under sin, 

· Conclusion: The Jew is unworthy!
B. I am Not worthy so Admitted the Roman Centurion, the Gentile.
Matt. 8:5-8
…a centurion, beseeching Him, and saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, 
I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.
1. The Centurion with his Authority was unworthy when compared to Jesus’ greater Authority.
2. He, as a Gentile, was unworthy Compared to a Jew’s Covenant position:
Eph. 2:11-12
Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 
a. The Gentile is without God’s Covenant of Circumcision.

b. The Gentile is without Christ – hence, without hope and without God.

c. The Gentile is outside the Commonwealth of Israel – hence, without God’s Covenant Promises.
· But both Jew and Gentile are all Sinners 
Rom. 3:9-10 

We have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin…There is none righteous.
C. You art Worthy, Lord, God upon the Throne.
Rev. 4:8-11, NKJV
The four living creatures…saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne… the twenty-four elders fall down before Him…and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 

"You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things…" 
1. The Heavenly Hosts Laud the Lord God Almighty on the Throne – You are Worthy.
2. Multitudes and Myriads Worship the Lamb standing by the Throne – they Worship Him.
Rev. 5:11-14

And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels…and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

· The Lord, God Almighty Siting on the throne and the Lamb Standing by are Worthy!
D. Are you Worthy to sit at the Lord’s Table today to remember the Lord?   I Cor. 11:28, 29
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
1. In Calling, all in Christ have been made Worthy.
Eph. 4:1

I therefore…beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.
2. In Conduct, we need to Walk Worthy of our Calling.

3. So Examine yourself and then Eat – Remember and Revere Him.
I Cor. 11:2
Worthy is the Lamb Who has been slain to receive
The power and riches and wisdom and strength
And honor and glory and blessing.
Howard Higashi
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1. There was still another person who confessed his unworthiness when compared with his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. He was John, the Baptist. He said:
I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; He it is…

whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose.
Jn. 1:26, 27

What is to be “worthy”? It refers to one side of a balancing scale counterbalancing the other side to indicate both are of equal weight. Hence, to be “unworthy” is to indicate that one side of the scale is heavier than the other side. In this case, the scale that John was standing on could not balance the other scale on which stood Christ. 
Jesus outweighed John!

John’s weight would not even balance the sandal strap of the sandals Jesus was wearing! – “It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose." (NKJV)

Can the Christian ever be worthy of Christ?

Certainly he cannot. But in Christ, he can. Hence, Paul wrote in Eph. 4:1, NKJV:

I, therefore…beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 

The Christian has been made worthy having been cleansed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ – Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white: for they are worthy (Rev. 3:4)

In Christ, the Christian has been made worthy and he has a worthy calling. What is required of him is that he walks worthy of his calling. He needs to balance his Walk on one scale with the other scale of his Calling, i.e. for both scales to be of equal weight.
Does your Character and Conduct as a Christian balance your Calling of being a Christian? – Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf (I Pet. 4:16) 
 REFLECT.
2. We should not only walk worthy of our Calling in Christ, we should also walk worthy of God – As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto His kingdom and glory. (II Thes. 2:11, 12)
Can the Christian ever be worthy of God? Can he ever balance God on the other side of the scale? He certain cannot with reference to Who God is in nature, but he certainly can, and is expected to, to be like God in Conduct, thus, Jesus’ exhortation:  
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Mt. 5:16

And Peter wrote:  as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." (I Pet. 1:15, 16, NKJV)

Thus, while the Christian can never counter balance God in His Attributes e.g. in His Omnipresence, His Omnipotence, His Omniscience, etc., the Christian is required to walk worthy of God’s Commandments:
And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He that saith, 
I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
But whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him. He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked. (I Jn. 2:3-6)
And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.  (II John 6)

And to Walk Worthy of God’s Christ…

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps: (I Pet. 2:21).

Are you living a well-balanced Christian life to the Glory of God and of Christ? 


REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: The Lord Who is Worthy has made the Christian Worthy 

to Walk Worthily of his Vocation and to Worship Him.
