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The Theme: Gathered together
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The Text: For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. Mt. 18:20
The Thots: 


Intro. 
In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus Promised His Presence when His People would gather together 



in His Name, even when their number be just two or three, thus:
Mt. 18:20



For where two or three are gathered together [Gk. sunago] in My name, there am I in the midst of them.



sunago = an assemblage of persons; specially a Jewish “synagogue” (the meeting or the place); 



by analogy a Christian church :- assembly, congregation, synagogue.
Strong


The word sunago occurs seven times in connection with the gathering of the church in the N.T.
The Church would Come together…

A. To Supplicate.
Acts 4:31
And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together.
1. The Forms of Prayer:
I Tim. 2:1
I exhort…that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men. 

2. Our Forerunner High-Priest in Prayer:
Heb. 4:15; 16 

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

3. The Faith that is needed in Prayer.
Heb. 10:21-22 
And having an high priest over the house of God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

B. To Study the Word.
Acts 11:26
And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

1. The Basic Badge of a Born-again Christian is his interest in the Bible.
I Pet. 2:2
As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby:

2. Search the Scriptures daily even after having Readily Received them to know the truth.
Acts 17:11 
They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.
3. Ever Seek to Study to Shew thyself approved unto God, a Workman…rightly dividing the Word of truth.
II Tim. 2:15 
C. to Sustain interest in missions.
Acts 14:27
And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.
1. The Church should be Ready to Release those called of the Spirit to go out to Serve the Lord.
 Acts 13:3 
When they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent [apolyō = let go] them away. 
2. It is the Spirit Who Sent the Lord’s Servants out, not the Church.
Acts 13:4

So they, being sent [ekpempō = send away] forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia.

3. Those sent out should Return to give a Report of what the Lord had done.
Acts 14:27
D. [Church elders would come together to deliberate Issues involving the church.] Acts 15:6
And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter. 
1. A Church would have a Plurality of elders – they had ordained…elders in every church.  Acts 14:23; 20:17
2. They would come together to Preside in and decide on matters concerning the church.
Acts 15:6

E. To Stand together in fellowship with other assemblies regarding important issues.



Acts 15:30, 31, HCSB
…after gathering the assembly, they delivered the letter when they read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. 

Individual assemblies may be Independent but they may also have Inter-fellowship with one another.
F. to “Sentence” and take Disciplinary action on those that Sin publicly.
I Cor. 5:4, 5
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together…to deliver such an one unto Satan…

The whole church has to come together to Deal with and Discipline a member committing public sin. 
G. to Sup at the Lord’s Table – to Break Bread.
Acts 20:7
And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread. 
1. The Purpose for the Breaking of Bread: to Remember and to Revere Him.
I Cor. 11:23-26
Take, eat…this do in remembrance of Me… this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 
2. The Period: every Lord’s Day – upon the first day of the week
Acts 20:7
3. The Proclamation: 
I Cor. 11:26, NKJV


For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

Gathered, Lord, around Thy table, Now we seek Thy face;



Let us know Thy presence with us, Lord of grace.
Douglas Russel
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 652
1. For where there are two or three gathered together--to my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.
Mt. 18:20, YLT

The above text is taken from the context in
Mt. 18:15-20
15And if thy brother may sin against thee, go and show him his fault between thee and him alone, if he may hear thee, thou didst gain thy brother; 16and if he may not hear, take with thee yet one or two, that by the mouth of two witnesses or three every word may stand. 17`And if he may not hear them, say it to the assembly, and if also the assembly he may not hear, let him be to thee as the heathen man and the tax-gatherer. 18`Verily I say to you, Whatever things ye may bind upon the earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever things ye may loose on the earth shall be having been loosed in the heavens. 19`Again, I say to you, that, if two of you may agree on the earth concerning anything, whatever they may ask--it shall be done to them from my Father who is in the heavens, 20for where there are two or three gathered together--to my name, there am I in the midst of them.' 

Today in many churches there are disagreements and friction not only between individual members but also among groups. Often these dissensions are not dealt with at their level but they are allowed to simmer in the parties involved with the resultant spread of ill-will and others being recruited to join in. It is not surprising then that often divisions form and the church divides. That today, we have a multitude of divisions and “denominations” is not surprising. In almost all cases, we can trace the dissensions to their source where two individuals or two groups disagreed with each other leading to formal splits.

Do you think the procedure of settling disputes as laid down above can still be practised, i.e. to nip the problem at its source? Is it not the best way to deal with offences as laid down by the Lord Himself?

If so, why do not we see this practised in church assemblies today? Should not the offending party be dealt with as advised, and if he or she refused to abide by the conditions then the whole church would have to act accordingly and purge out the “leaven” before it spreads further and contaminates the whole lump of the church? (II Cor. 5:7a) Or should we forgive seventy times seven (Mt. 18:22) the offending culprits?
REFLECT
2. There was a real case of incest in the church at Corinth in the days of Paul and he had to rebuke the church for not taking disciplinary action on the offender, especially the more so when his offensive sin was public knowledge. Refresh what Paul wrote then: 1 Cor. 5:1-7
1It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. 2And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, 

4In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  6Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 7Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump…

Note that this sin of incest between a son and his step-mother was a public sin known to all. The church knew of it but took no action against it. Paul, as an apostle, could have taken the necessary action; but he did not. He wanted the whole church to act as one.

Is Church discipline where the offending party is put out (excommunicated) of the assembly “out of fashion” today and frowned upon as primitive and unloving and unforgiving?  Is it not part and parcel of the testimony of a pure, holy and sanctified church? 
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Is it unloving of a local Church to invoke Church Discipline today 

because it is not in vogue in this modern day and age?
