R648 Rumination for 9 July, 2017

The Theme: 
I Am Crucified with Christ

The Text:     I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.
Gal. 2:20
The Thots: 

A. I must be Crucified because of my Sin.
1. I had Transgressed God’s Law – 

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law; for sin is the transgression of the law.
I Jn. 3:4a
2. I had Turned away from the Lord’s Love and Lost eternal Life!
Jn. 5:40
And ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life. 

3. I had been Tried and awaiting me are the wages of sin (which) is death – the Loss of eternal Life!

Rom. 6:23
B. Jesus was Crucified though He had no Sin and did no Sin – 
1. To Show God’s Love for me to me.
Rom. 5:8

a. God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
b. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…
Jn. 3:16

2. In Sacrificing His Life for me – 


He Bore the punishment of my sin to Bring me Back to God and to Bestow His righteousness on me.

The [Sinless] Son of God…loved me, and gave Himself for me. 
Gal. 2:20b
a. For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 

being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.
I Pet. 3:18
b. For He [God] hath made Him [Christ] to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
II Cor. 5:21

c. And ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin.
I Jn. 3:5

d. Who did no sin… Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, 

that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness
I Pet. 2:22, 24
C. Now I Am Crucified with Him and Raised with Him that I might not Sin.
1. By Faith, I am now Crucified with Christ, died and was buried with Him!
Rom. 6:3-6
a. Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 
b. Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death…

6:4a
c. For…we have been planted together in the likeness of His death…

6:5a
d. …our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed 

6:6a
e. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin…

6:11
2. By Faith, I am now Risen with Him to walk a Resurrected life of Righteousness in Him!
a. As Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.
Rom. 6:4b
b. We shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 

6:5
c. …that henceforth we should not serve sin.

6:6b
d. …that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness
I Pet.   2:24
3. Therefore, by Faith,…
 the Life which I now Live in the flesh I Live by the faith of the Son of God,

 who Loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20b

And Knowing this:

a. Let me now be Dead unto the Law but Alive unto God.

Rom. 7:4 (KJV) 

i. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are Become dead to the law by the Body of Christ; 
…even to Him who is raised from the dead, that we should Bring forth fruit unto God. 

ii. But now we are Delivered from the law, that being Dead wherein we were held; 
that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.
Rom. 7:6
b. Dead to Sin but alive unto Righteousness, Living the Risen and Resurrected Life of Christ: 6:9-12
i. Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. 
ii. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof
iii. Therefore, my brothers, you also were put to death in relation to the law through the ⌊crucified⌋ body of the Messiah, so that you may belong to Another—to Him who was raised from the dead—that we may bear fruit for God.
Rom. 7:4 (HCSB)
Now at this Lord’s Supper, let us Remember that He was Crucified and died for us, He Rose again for our
justification and He is Returning to take us home to be with Him in Heaven forevermore. 
I Cor. 11:26, NKJV

 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

May I be willing, Lord, to bear Daily my cross for Thee;

Even Thy cup of grief to share, Thou hast borne all for me.
Lest I forget Gethsemane, Lest I forget Thine agony;



Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me to Calvary.
Jennie E. Hussey
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 648

1. What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?
Consider the following clarifications and conditions laid down by Christ Himself:

a. Matthew 10:38
And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me. 
i. A disciple of Christ has his own personal cross to bear – his cross.

(In the Roman Empire a convicted criminal, when taken to be crucified, was forced to carry his own cross.) It may be bearing the Suffering, Shame or Stigma of the cross.

ii. The cross is after Christ – it is His special cross for the particular disciple.
It requires the disciple to follow after Him.

iii. The disciple must be prepared to bear his own personal cross to be worthy of Him, as whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple. Lk.14:27
b. Matthew 16:24 
Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
Mark 8:34 

And when He had called the people unto Him with His disciples also, He said unto them, Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
i. The disciple needs to deny himself and seek only the Cause of Christ – 

it is a life of self-denial and Christ-Centred.
ii. It is to seek His mind and His will for himself to do it; hence to take up his own cross.

iii. His cross may be different from the one that Christ may give to another person to bear.
c. Mark 10:21 
Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow Me. 
i. It is not the purpose of the Lord to make His disciple suffer. It is out of His love for the Lord to make him a better person after Him though he might have to go through some suffering to be what He wants him to be. Compare the struggle of a caterpillar to emerge from its pupa to become a beautiful butterfly and to soar into the sunshine and sky above.
ii. It may even involve the giving up of something the disciple loves dearly but is hindering the process of making him Christ-like; he may have to sacrifice that in order that Christ may live out His life in and through him.
d. Luke 9:23 
And He said to them all, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 
This is not a once-for-all event but a life-long daily moment-by-moment process to be 
not conformed to this world: but (to) be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Rom. 12:2
Many are ever ready to wear the cross of Christ around their necks but not to bear His Cross in their lives. Are you prepared to bear His special cross for you?
REFLECT.
2. Much of today’s preaching of the Gospel leaves out much, if not, all of Christ and Him Crucified. Do you agree?

1 Corinthians 1:17 - For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 

1 Corinthians 1:23 - But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 


What does it involve to preach Christ and Him Crucified on the Cross?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 
Many Christians wear the cross of Christ around their necks, but do not bear it in their lives!
