R647 Rumination for 2 July, 2017

The Theme: 
I Am That I Am

The Text:  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM.
Exo. 3:14
The Thots: 


A. The Godhead in Three Persons:
Col. 2:9; Mt. 28:19, NKJV For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;

Go… and make disciples…baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
1. The Father is God – 
1 Cor. 8:6

To us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in Him…

2. The Son is God –
Heb. 1:8

But unto the Son He [the Father] saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 

3. The Spirit is God –
Acts 5:3-4, NKJV

But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit…

Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.

B. God is the I AM.
Exo. 3:13-14
And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is His name? 
What shall I say unto them? And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: 
and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.
I AM…

1. Is not just a Term of Identity of Who God is – I AM THAT I AM:
2. It is also a term to Testify to His Deity.
a. I AM THAT I AM is … ’ehyeh ’asher ’ehyeh = I will be Who I will be, lit., God is He who is.

b. He is the Absolute I, the self-Existent One, Who always was, always is, and always will be.
c. He is Always the Eternal One – Yesterday, Today and Forever He is the same.
Cf. #C2a below
3. And a Testimony to His Authority – I AM hath sent me unto you.
Exo. 3:14
C. Jesus is the I AM.
1. Jesus Claimed Himself to be the I Am. [Note: (He) in the following texts is not in the original Greek.]
a. If ye believe not that I am (he), ye shall die in your sins. 
Jn. 8:24
b. When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am (he).
Jn. 8:28
c. Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
Jn. 8:58
d. I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am (he). 
Jn. 13:19
2. Jesus Proclaimed Himself to be One with God, the Father.
a. God is the I Am - Yesterday, Today and Forever He is the same.

See #2c above 

Cf. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
Heb. 13:8
b. Jesus and God, the Father, are One – I and My Father are one.
Jn. 10:30
c. Jesus Christ and God, our Saviour, are One –
Tit. 3:4, 6
But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared…
Which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;
3. Jesus Exclaimed (and Exhibited) Himself to be the I am at Gethsemane.
Jn. 18:5, 6
a. He Inquired of those who sought Him Whom they wanted:
Jn. 18:4

Jesus…knowing all things that should come upon Him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?

b. He then Identified Himself as the I am – Jesus saith unto them, I AM (he).
c. At that moment, He could have unveiled His Glory and His enemies fell to the Ground backwards!

As soon then as He had said unto them, I AM (he), they went backward, and fell to the ground.
Cf. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Jn. 1:14
Cf. Jesus was transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the sun, 

and His raiment was white as the light.
Mt. 17:2

D. Jesus indeed IS the I AM.
1. I am the bread of life:
Jn. 6:35
2. I am the light of the world:
Jn. 8:12
3. I am the door:
Jn. 10:9
4. I am the good shepherd:
Jn. 10:11
5. I am the resurrection, and the life:
Jn. 11:25
6. I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
Jn. 14:6
7. I am the vine, ye are the branches:
Jn. 15:5
Jesus is in the midst of all those who are gathered in His Name to remember Him at the Lord’s Supper this day.

For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there among them.” Mt. 18:20, HCSB
The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing, And Holy, holy, holy! cry, Almighty King!

Who was, and is, the same, and evermore shall be: Jehovah—Father—great I AM, we worship Thee!

From The Yigdal of Daniel ben Judah, a Jewish judge in Rome

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 647
1. Recently one anti-Christian Indian “evangelist” in one of his talks in Malaysia challenged any Christian to show from the scriptures a text that Jesus ever claimed to be God and accepted worship.
We are not able to show only one text but also many as cited in the Rumination above.

John, the Evangelist, also wrote his Gospel with that in mind. He stated: 

John 20:30-31 (HCSB) 
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and by believing you may have life in His name. 

The “Son of God” is in no way the product of the Father or His offspring, but rather that Jesus is indeed the second Person in the Godhead, the Son Who is God. (See Jesus is the 
I AM in the Rumination above.)
He also concluded his Gospel with these very words: 
John 21:25 – And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

And here is only one of them in relation to the man born blind whom Jesus healed and who testified of Jesus Who brought sight to him even as the Jews accused him:
John 9:33-38 – The blind man claimed:

If this Man were not of God, He could do nothing. 
They (the Jews) answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 

He answered and said, Who is He, Lord, that I might believe on Him? 

And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen Him, and it is He that talketh with thee. 

And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped Him.
And the Lord accepted His worship!
Just as He did even as an Infant in the arms of His earthly mother, Mary, when the wise men from the east gave Him gifts and worshipped Him (not Mary):

Matthew 2:11 – They saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts
And the day will come, when in heaven, myriads of multitudes will stand before Him and ascribe to Him all Worship, the Lamb upon the Throne:

Revelation 5:11-14 – 
I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about…and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever…And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever.

Dost thou believe on the Son of God?  Jn. 9:35.
REFLECT
2. To believe that Jesus is the Son of God and to confess Him as Lord, [If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Rom. 10:9, HCSB)] is to confess Him God as Thomas did when he saw the risen Christ: And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. (Jn. 10:28). Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ – Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house (Acts 16:31)?
REFLECT
POINTS TO PONDER: 
A Simple Syllogism: God is the I AM; 


Jesus claims to be the I AM. Conclusion...?
