R644 Rumination for 11, June, 2017

The Theme:  They were Bruised!
The Text:  
It shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel.
Gen. 3:15
The Thots:
Intro. The Enmity between Satan, the Serpent and the Woman’s Seed Established:
Gen. 3:15a
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 

it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

A. The Bruising of the Serpent’s Head - it shall bruise thy head
Gen. 3:15b

1. The Beguiling of the Woman by the Serpent:


a. The Serpent beguiled Eve through his Subtilty…
II Cor. 11:3

b. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye Shall not Surely die: 
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
Gen. 3:4, 5

c. And when the woman Saw that the tree was good for food…
and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
Gen. 3:5

2. The Beginnings of Sin:


a. The woman being deceived was in the transgression.
I Tim. 2:14 

b. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Rom. 5:12

3. The Bruising of Satan, the Serpent: - it shall bruise thy head
Gen. 3:15b
a. Its Featured Identity:  that old Serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.

Rev. 12:9

b. Its Fatality: Bruise is Heb. shûp, from root = gape, i.e. snap at; fig. break, bruise…
Strong

Many people believe that to kill a snake, one can use a flexible cane to whip it in two 
or snap its head so that the poison sac in its head is broken poisoning itself and killing it.
c. Its Finality: 
Rev. 20:10

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 

where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

B. The Bruising of the Woman’s Seed’s Heel - and thou shalt bruise his heel.
Gen. 3:15c
1. The Identity of the Woman’s Seed – 

a. He was Abraham’s Singled-out Seed.
Gen. 22:17, 18


That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My voice.

b. He was Jesus Christ – the Singular Seed!
Gal. 3:16
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 

but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
2. The Injury of the Woman’s Seed –  thou shalt bruise his heel
Gen. 3:15c
a. His Heel was bruised (Crushed) at Calvary. [Note: Heel, not his Head which will be fatal]
Bruised is Heb. daka, from dakah = to crumble; transposed to bruise (literal or figurative):- 

beat to pieces, break (in pieces), bruise, contrite, crush, destroy, humble, oppress, smite.
Strong
i. By the Sovereign God on His Way to the Cross because of our Sin.
Isa. 53:4, 5a


· We did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; 
· Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief: when Thou shalt make His soul 

an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days…
and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 
Isa. 53:10

ii. By Satan, when Jesus died on the Cross as the Consequence of our Sin

· For the wages of sin is death;
Rom. 6:23
· The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
1 Cor. 15:56
· Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil world. 
    Gal. 1:4
· He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby. Eph. 2:16
b. And we are Healed by His wounds – and with His stripes we are healed.
Isa. 53:5b, HCSB
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…by whose stripes ye were healed. I Pet. 2:24
3. The Victory of the Woman’s Seed – When He Rose again from the dead!
I Cor. 15:55-57


O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; 



But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Who is this that comes in glory, With the trump of jubilee?

Lord of battles, God of armies, He has gained the victory.

He who on the cross did suffer, He who from the grave arose,

He has vanquished sin and Satan, He by death has spoiled His foes.

Christopher Wordsworth
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 644
1. A Bruise is often associated with a slight abrasion or as the Cambridge Dictionary defines: 
an injury or mark where the skin has not been broken but is darker in colour, often as a result of being hit by something.

However the bruising referred to in our Rumination texts by far does not refer to just a slight injury, but is a very serious hurt that may result even in death.

Consider therefore the root meaning of such bruising in the biblical text. 
Genesis 3:15 (KJV) 
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Bruise here is Heb. shûp, from root = gape, i.e. snap at; fig. break, bruise… 
(Strong)

See the meaning as explained in the Rumination (#A.3)


Isaiah 53:5 (KJV) 


But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities… 


Isaiah 53:10 (KJV) 

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief…
Bruise in Isa, 53:5, 10 above is Heb. daka, from dakah = to crumble; transposed to bruise (literal or figurative):- beat to pieces, break (in pieces), bruise, contrite, crush, destroy, humble, oppress, smite.

(Strong)

When God bruised His Son, our Sin-bearer, His Sufferings were described by Isaiah as…
Isaiah 52:14 (KJV) 

…his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: 

Isaiah 53:1-11 (KJV) 
…he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
…he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

…He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth… for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
…Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin…for he shall bear their iniquities. 

God had to bruise His Son. He bore the severe punishment of our sin in order that we might be reconciled back to God. It was no slight bruise that He bore for us!
Jehovah lifted up His rod; O Christ, it fell on Thee!

Thou wast sore stricken of Thy God; There’s not one stroke for me.

Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it flowed; Thy bruising healeth me.   AR. Cousin

REFLECT.
2. Satan too would be Bruised – on his head! 
It will be eternally Fatal – his Fate in the Lake of Fire is Forever and ever. 
Revelation 20:10 (KJV) 

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

And all who reject the Saviour will join him there!
Revelation 20:13-15 (HCSB) 

Then the sea gave up its dead, and Death and Hades gave up their dead; all were judged according to their works. Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
And anyone not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Was Jesus Bruised for you? Is your name written in the Book of Life?
REFLECT


Points to Ponder:
Only a Bruise? But it landed the Serpent eternally in hell fire!
