R642 Rumination for 28 May, 2017

The Theme: Thou shalt remember…
The Text:  
Thou shalt remember the LORD thy God…
Deut. 8:18a
The Thots: 


Intro.: Israel, God’s People, were Reminded to Remember certain experiences in their life to Refresh 


their Relationship with God from time to time.


Thus, they were to REMEMBER… … [Also Compare (Cf.) the Church who are also to Remember…]
A. The Person of God – His Great Name.

Psa.  20:7
Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.
  Cf. Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

Mt. 18:20

B. Their Past bondage in Egypt. 
Deut. 5:15; 15:15; 16:12; 24:18, 22; Exo. 13:3
Remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out… Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in…Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee.
  Cf. In time past [ye] were not a people, but are now the people of God:
I Pet. 2:10


And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.
Eph. 2:1 (NKJV)
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world…
Eph. 2:2 (KJV)
C. Their Punishment in the Wilderness.
Deut. 8:2 

Thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness,
 to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 


His commandments, or no.

Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the LORD thy God to wrath in the wilderness: 
from the day that thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, 
ye have been rebellious against the LORD.
Deut. 9:7 
Cf. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision
by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the world.
Eph. 2:11-12 
D. The Provision of God – His Works and Wonders to provide for His people.
Deut. 8:18a
Thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth…
I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will remember Thy wonders of old.
Psa. 77:11
Cf. For in Him we live, and move, and have our being…For we are also His offspring.
Acts 17:28

E. The Promises of God – To give His people rest.
Josh. 1:13
Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, 
The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land.

Cf. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, 


he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from His.
Heb. 4:9, 10



Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Mt. 11:28

F. The Precepts of God
Num. 15:39a
Remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them…
Cf.  For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus 


the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:  

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come. 



I Cor. 11:23-26

Yes, Christ’s command continues to all who serve His Name

To go and make disciples, that all would sing His fame.

And gathered at one table His holy church shall see

Our Master is still calling:


Do This; Remember Me! 
Keith H. McIlwain

According to Thy gracious word, In meek humility,

This will I do, my dying Lord, I will remember Thee.
And when these failing lips grow dumb And mind and memory flee,

When Thou shalt in Thy kingdom come, Jesus, remember me.

James Montgomery

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R642
1. We are frail human beings and our memory is frequently feeble. Oft we forget and we repeat the sinful things that we commit ever now and again. It takes a very patient, loving and gracious God to deal with us. 
First we need to admit that we do sin time and again, sometimes committing the same sin that we promise the Lord we will not do again, yet we find ourselves in the same predicament as before. At other times, we venture into new areas of trespassing God’s laws and grieve Him. We cannot deny it – that we still sin after that initial pardon we received from the Lord when we confessed our sin and received the Lord into our hearts. 

Concerning that initial sin, the Lord has promised:

Psalm 103:12
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us. 
Isaiah 1:18 – Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

Isaiah 43:25 

I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.

Hebrews 8:12, 17
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 

Then for us to say that we do not, and cannot, sin after this initial forgiveness is not true.

1 John 1:6-10 

If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: (1:6)
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (1:8)
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. (1:10)
On the other hand, when we do sin in our walk with Him, God has made provision for us to confess our sin and be restored back into relationship with Him:
But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with Another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. (1:7)
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1:9)
Thus, there is always the Possibility to sin against God after our initial Pardon. The Lord Himself illustrated it in this way.  Initially one bathes one’s whole person to wash oneself clean (the initial cleansing from all our sin); later in the course of the day various parts of one’s body may be dirtied, so one just needs to wash those parts; there is no more need to bathe one’s whole body again (hence, the confession of those sins to be washed clean.)
John 13:10 (NKJV) 

Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean…

If you have been washed clean, have you been keeping yourself clean?
REFLECT
2. It has often been said: “I can forgive but cannot forget!” No wonder when Peter asked the Lord: Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. (Matt. 18:21-22).  Thus it is hoped that we need to keep on forgiving until we can actually forget!
On the other hand, God Who cannot Forget, has to Remember to Forget our sins when we go to Him for pardon and forgiveness – For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. (Heb. 8:12, 17)

We can trust God Who can never forget, to remember to forget, when we go to Him to confess our sins for His forgiveness.
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: Oft we Forget to Remember, but God Remembers to Forget.
