R641 Rumination for 21 May, 2017

The Theme: The Shepherd and His Sheep
The Text:  
I am the good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.
John 10:14
The Thots: 


A The Sheep – Who are the Sheep?
1. They are Sinners who have Strayed Far from God’s Way of Righteousness.
Isa. 53:6a

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way.

a. They are the Sheep in the Fold – the Jews who rejected their Messiah.
Jn. 1:11, HSCB

He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him. 


b. They are the Sheep not of this Fold – the Gentiles (non-Jews).
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold…
Jn. 10:16a
…ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision 

by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;
Eph. 2:11

c. They are the Sheep in the Flock that hear the Shepherd’s voice –
Jn. 10:16b
and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd..

Note: The Sheep in the Fold are held back by the Perimeter of the Fold – the Law.

 The Sheep in the Flock are drawn to the Centre (Christ, the Shepherd) – it has no Perimeter!


 All Jews and Gentiles who Follow Jesus belong to this Flock
I Cor. 12:13, see (2) below.
2. They are Spirit-Baptized Believers in the Body of Christ – the Church:

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

B The Shepherd – Who is the Shepherd?
1. He is the Good Shepherd – I am the good shepherd:
Jn. 10:11, 14

a. He is the Lord - The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
Psa. 23:1
b. He Loves His sheep:
i. He Possesses His Sheep: I… know my sheep, and am known of mine 

Jn. 10:14
ii. He Protects His Sheep.

John 10:12-13
· As a shepherd seeketh out his flock…that are scattered; so will I seek out My sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. Cf. Eze. 13:12

· Contrast he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, 

seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, 

and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.

iii. He Provides for His Sheep – 

Jn. 10:7-9

Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep…by Me if any man enter in, 

he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

c. He Lays down His Life for the Sheep - He giveth His Life for the sheep. 
Jn. 10:11b cf. Isa. 53:6, 7
i. All we like sheep have gone astray…and the LORD hath Laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

ii. He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth: 

iii. He is brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, 

so He openeth not His mouth.

2. He is the Great Shepherd.
Heb. 13:20

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great shepherd of the sheep… 
He is Great because…
a. Having laid Down His life for the sheep, He rose up again from Death,
Jn. 10:17

Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again.

b. Thus, Bringing about peace with God through His shed Blood on the Cross.
Rom. 5:1
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…
c. Ensuring an Everlasting Covenant of peace with God for us.
Heb.13:20 

Now the God of peace, that brought…the blood of the everlasting covenant…

d. Making us perfect in every good Work to do His Will, 
Working in (us) that which is Wellpleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ;
· Indeed to God be the Glory, Great things He and our Great Shepherd have done! Amen!
3. He is the Chief Shepherd.
I Pet. 5:4

And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

a. One day He will Return to Receive His Sheep – when the chief Shepherd shall appear.
b. He will Reward His under-shepherds (the elders) – ye shall receive a crown
· Until then let us Remember our Shepherd Who Lay down His life for us until He Returns. 
I Cor. 11:26

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care;

In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare.



Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus! Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
Dorothy A. Thrupp
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 641
1. In the Old Testament, God warned His people, Israel, of their Self-Satisfying Shepherds:
2 Thus saith the Lord GOD…Woe be to the shepherds of Israel 
that do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 
3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: 
but ye feed not the flock. 4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. 
5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. (Eze. 34:1-5)
In the New Testament, Paul warned the elders (also known as overseers and pastors/shepherds, Acts 20:17, 28) gathered at Ephesus of the Sleeping Shepherds that allowed Savage wolves in Sheep’s clothing into the fold to Steal their Sheep, Sparing them not, and creating havoc among them with their false teaching. Thus, 
17 From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church to meet him. 

28  Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers (bishops, KJV), to shepherd the church of God that He obtained with the blood of His own Son. 29  I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30  Some even from your own group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them.  (Acts 20:28-30 (NRSV) 

Today, we need to beware of Self-Satisfying and Sleeping Shepherds who enrich themselves at the expense of the Sheep – they are hirelings (cf. Jn. 10:12, 13). They position themselves with “divine” titles and claim to speak on behalf of God Himself. Rather than being Shepherds caring for and feeding the Sheep, they exploit the sheep and enrich themselves with all the extras purporting them to be God’s Spokesmen to be cared for by the Sheep instead! 

Do you have such Shepherds in your church? 

Be warned and …
REFLECT. 
2. Who then are the good Shepherds of the Flock?
When Apostle Peter was restored by the Lord after His Resurrection, Peter had to confess three times as he denied his Lord thrice that He loved the Lord “more than these”, whatever “these” might be? – Only the Lord and Peter knew! (Jn. 21:15-17)

After that, the Lord recommissioned Him, “Feed My Lambs” and “Feed My sheep”.
And Peter did just that as he later wrote to his other co-shepherds (elders):

1  Therefore, as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of the Messiah and also a participant in the glory about to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you: 

2  Shepherd God’s flock among you, 

not overseeing out of compulsion but freely, according to God’s ⌊will⌋; 

not for the money but eagerly; 

3  not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 

4  And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.



1 Pet. 5:1-4 (HCSB)

Do you have such shepherds in your church?

Be thankful and be a good sheep to encourage your shepherd!

REFLECT


Points to Ponder: A Good Shepherd Feeds the Flock (I Pet. 5:2); A Bad Shepherd Feeds off the Flock (Acts 20:29)
