R640 Rumination for 14 May, 2017

The Theme: The Four Mothers in Jesus’ Genenalogy

The Text: …whose mother was...
Mt. 1:3, 5, 6, NIV

Thots: 


Intro. 
It was the Jewish custom that only fathers would be Listed in one’s Lineage, but the Lord Jesus uniquely had four women in His in Matt. 1:1-18. This was an act of Divine Grace that came with Jesus.  
Jn. 1:17

A. Tamar, the Resourceful Mother – 
Mt. 1:3
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. 
1. Her Tragic Past – She was a childless widow of two husbands, wicked Er and unwilling Onan
.  Gen. 38:7-11
2. Her Temporary Pose as a Prostitute because of a Promise not kept. 


38:14-23
3. Her Triumphant Prospect:
a. Tamar’s Conception – the Misjudgment and the Meted-out punishment.


38:24

b. Judah’s Condemnation of Tamar and his self-condemnation by his own signet, bracelets and staff.
38:25f
c. Judah’s Concession: She hath been more righteous than I; …I gave her not to Shelah my son. 
38:26

d. Divine Condescension:

i. God’s Gracious Intervention: twins (Pharaz/Perez and Zarah/Zerah) were born to Tamar.
38:29, 30

ii. The Gracious Inclusion in the Genealogies: Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. 
Mt. 1:3, NIV

· Perez Became the most Prominent in the house of Judah, from Boaz to David. 

Ruth 4:18-22

· Later, the Blessing of Perez was the Blessing for Ruth and Boaz:
Ruth 4:12, NRSV

· Perez is Present again in both the genealogies of Christ in the N.T. 
Mt. 1:3; Lk. 3:33

· So is Tamar, their mother, the Posed “Prostitute”, as an ancestress of our Lord!

Mt. 1:3

B. Rahab, the Rescued Mother – Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab
Mt. 1:5a, NIV

1. Rahab, the Harlot.

a. She Cared for her family and was Concerned for their safety.
Josh. 2:1, 12, 13

b. She Lied to preserve the Lives of the spies.
 2:4-8

c. She had heard of Israel’s Faithful God and Feared Him. 
 2:9-11

d. Because of Rahab, her family in her house was Rescued.
 6:17, 22-25

e. She is honoured and made Famous in the gallery of Faith.
Heb. 11:31

2. Rahab, the Mother

a. She Married Salmon.

Mt. 1:5a

b. And she was the Mother of Boaz who married Ruth (See # C)

 1:5b

i. Boaz was in the Genealogies in I Chronicles (2:11, 12), Matthew (1:5) and Luke (3:32)

ii. He was Godly and Rich, Generous to Ruth, Gracious as a kinsman Redeemer.





Ruth 2:1, 4, 8-19; 4:10-12

· Rahab, though a Harlot, must have taught her son Honour and Holiness to be what he was!

C. Ruth, the Redeemed Mother – Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth.
Mt. 1:5b, NIV

1. She was a Female Moabite experiencing “Famine” in her life.

  Ruth 1:4-6 cf. 1:1
2. She was Faced with widowhood and childlessness re. her Future, but she stood Fast.

1:11-15

3. She was Faithful to the Family. Consider her Famous words:  


1:16, 17

Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried

4. Her Faith and Faithfulness was well-spoken of:

a. She was Bought (Redeemed) by Boaz.
  Ruth 4:9-12

b. She was a Becoming wife to Boaz.

  4:13a cf. 3:6-11

c. She was even a Better daughter-in-law than the seven sons could be to Naomi.

4:14-16

d. She Became a mother through the good provision of the Lord. A son Obed was born.
4:13b, 17

i. The child was well-related to his grandmother, his community, the Lord (“Obed”)
4:15-17

ii. The child became the ancestor of David and Jesus.

  4:17 cf. Mt. 1:5

· And the Mother of the child was Ruth!

D. Bathsheba – the Royal Mother 

Mt. 1:6

 David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife.
  
1. She was Uriah’s Wife forced to be a Widow by David’s intrigue. He took her as wife.   II Sam. 11:3, 26, 27
2. David was faced with the Lord’s Displeasure and Bathsheba’s new-born child had to Die.
12:13, 14

3. In time Bathsheba Became a mother to 4 children: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan and Solomon. I Chr. 3:5

a. Through Solomon, Jesus was the adopted Legal heir to David’s throne through Joseph.
Mt. 1:16


b. Through Nathan, Jesus was the Real Seed of David, as son of Mary.

Lk. 3:23, 31

c. Thus, Jesus avoided the curse of Jeconiah (Jer. 23:28-30) through adoption to inherit David’s throne 


and at the same time was of David’s Royal Seed to qualify to Sit on the throne.

· Bathsheba was an adulterer’s Wife; through God’s Grace she was Forgiven and she became 


a Mother to Forward God’s Plan of Redemption through Jesus Christ.


Con.: Compare the representation of the Four Mothers in the Body of Christ, as… I Cor. 12:12, 13; Gal. 3:28

There is neither Jew nor Greek,
- cf. Ruth, a Gentile among Jewish women.
there is neither bond nor free, 
- cf. Rahab bonded to harlotry among other free women.
there is neither male nor female: 
- cf. Tamar, Bathsheba, Rahab, Ruth – four women among men.
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus
- all four women were listed in the genealogy of Jesus!

BLESSED MOTHER’S DAY!
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. The four mothers listed in our Lord’s Lineage were far from being ideal mothers. Few leaders would like to have them among their ancestors. Yet, in a traditional Jewish male-chauvinistic customized genealogy, we find these four women listed in the Lord’s lineage! It was indeed an act of amazing grace for the Spirit so to inspire the listing of the Lord’s genealogy to include these four women as ancestors to a line of kings to succeed David on his throne.
In the current world situation where we often read of mothers so trodden down by their husbands, so abused by their children, so ill-treated by the family, community and society they live in; and women so victimised in their places of work, molested and raped by evil men and yet condemned as being temptresses to their aggressors, and many other unfair treatments meted out to them, so much so that we read of these mothers so desperate to get out of their situations…
· that they commit suicide;

· that they commit murder of their aggressors, their own children, etc.

· that they give themselves over to more sinful and immoral acts, etc.



On this Mother’s Day, while some of us honour our mothers with floral bouquets, greeting cards professing our love, celebrating them with dinners, bequeathing them with gifts and rewards,  and many more such loving acts in professing our love for them,  let us thank God for them.

But we must also remember that not all mothers have their children to love, embrace or hug them. While we appreciate our very loving mothers, let us remember those who may not be so fortunate. Let us spare a thought for them today. 


Reflect on the four mothers, unworthy that they were, yet were worthy enough by the Lord’s amazing grace so to be accepted into His lineage.


How will your mum be extra special to you today?
REFLECT.

2.
On the other side of the spiritual coin, mothers need also to fulfil their responsibilities as mothers, not only to their children per se, but also to their children’s children with whom they are now grandmothers. Consider therefore the biblical roles attributed to mothers and grandmothers in the following bible texts that set out their respective responsibilities:
Grandmothers and mothers are responsible… 
· to bring their grandchildren and children up to follow them in their unfeigned (sincere, genuine) faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. They are to set an example to them, and lay down the foundation of a scriptural heritage lived out in their lives which is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. (II Tim. 3:16, 17, NKJV)

2 Timothy 1:5 
When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 
· To comfort and counsel them in a world where there is so much confusion and chaos. 
Isaiah 66:13 
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted…
· To train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  (Pro. 22:6)
· To be an example of the virtuous woman as a wife and mother in the family.
Proverbs 31:10-31 - Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 
Are you playing your role and responsibilities of a godly virtuous mother and grandmother?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 

No Mother can be so Sinful that the Son of Mary cannot Save! (cf. Jn. 6:37)
Come to Him this Mother’s Day. 
