R639 Rumination for 07 May, 2017

The Theme: sing unto the LORD


The Text:  
I will sing unto the LORD
Exo. 15:1
The Thots: 


A Israel’s First Song.
Exo. 15:1
Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, 

I will sing unto the LORD, for He hath triumphed gloriously.
1. Israel’s first Recorded Songs in Scripture.

a. The Song of Redemption.

i. The Occasion: Pharaoh’s Chariots and men were drowned in the Sea.
Exo. 15

· The horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. 
15:1b

· Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath He cast into the sea: 

his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea. 

· The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone.
15:4, 5

ii. The Lord’s Omnipotence: His Character of Strength Stood out gloriously.
15:1-3
· I will Sing unto the LORD, for He hath triumphed gloriously.
15:1a
· The LORD is my Strength and Song, and He is become my Salvation: 
15:2

He is my God…my father's God, and I will exalt Him. 

· The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is His name.
15:3

b. The Song of Reassurance – the Song of the Well.
Num. 21:16-18
Israel recorded singing for the first time in their Wilderness Wanderings!
Then Israel Sang this Song, Spring up, O well; Sing ye unto it.
21:17
i. It Celebrated the Lord’s Provision of Water for the people.
21:16

The LORD spake unto Moses, Gather the people together, and I will give them water.

ii. The Coming together of the Leaders to do their Part in digging the Well under the Lord’s Command.

The princes digged the well, the nobles of the people digged it, by the direction of the lawgiver, 

with their staves. And from the wilderness they went to Mattanah:
2. Israel’s Remorse when they could not Sing.
Psalm 137:1-6 

a. They were Weeping by the Willows in Babylon.

137:1, 2
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.

We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.

b.  For there they that Carried us away Captive required of us a song; 
and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.
137:3
c. How shall we Sing the LORD'S Song in a Strange land? 

137:4
d. Their Dejection, Desire and Determination:

137:5, 6
 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 
B Israel’s Foremost Desire then was to Sing a New Song
1. Sing unto Him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise. 
Psa. 33:3

2. O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 

96:1
3. Sing unto the LORD a new song; for He hath done marvellous things: 
His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory. 

98:1
4. I will sing a new song unto Thee, O God: upon a psaltery 
and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee. 

144:9
5. … Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise in the congregation of saints. 
149:1
6.  Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, 
and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 
Isa. 42:10
C Israel’s Last Song.

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 
Rev. 15:3
1. In Heaven, Israel will Sing the Song of Moses – the Song of Redemption.
2. The Holy ones in the Church will then Sing the Song of the Lamb.

3. And together the Saints will Sound forth – Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; 


just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints
4. Today let us sing forth His Praise as we remember Him 

in His Death, Burial, Resurrection and Coming Again!
Come, let us sing the song of songs— The angels first began the strain—
The homage which to Christ belongs; Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain!

James Montgomery

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 639

1. Singing is part and parcel of the Christian lifestyle. It was so in Biblical times 

and it is even more so now. 
Here are a few recorded songs in Scripture:

Exodus 15:2-19 

The LORD is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation: He is my God, and I will prepare Him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt Him. The LORD is a Man of war: the LORD is His name. 

Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath He cast into the sea: His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea. The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone. Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: Thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy…

Revelation 5:9, 10 –  

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

Revelation 15:3, 4 –

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest. 
Note:
· The Reverence for the Lord in the Contents of the Song – 
No matter how Friendly (Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you, Jn. 15:14, 15) or how Brotherly (He is not ashamed to call them brethren, Heb.2:11, 12), the Lord has condescended to relate to us, we must still keep in mind that He is still our Lord and Master (Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am, Jn. 13:13, 14) and therefore this should be reflected in our reference to Him when we sing. It is His prerogative to call us Friend, even “Mother, Brother, Sister”, Mk. 3:33-35) but it is not our Right to address Him as such in Reverse – He is the Lord, God Almighty!
· The Reflection of His Relationship with us in the Recitation of our personal experiences.
The songs we sing are the expression of our innermost feelings in our reverential regard for Him. We put the words into melody to mean what we say and what we understand. Thus: I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. (I Cor. 14:15)

Are you speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord (Eph. 5:19)?
REFLECT.
2.  Can you sing when…
· You are in prison? At midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: 
and the prisoners heard them. (Acts 16:25)

· When you are afflicted? – Is any among you afflicted? let him sing psalms.  (Jas. 5:13)

· Like Fanny Crosby, who became blind shortly after birth? Yet she was one of the most prolific hymnists in history. [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fanny_Crosby]

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Col. 3:16)
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 
Singing is Sentimentally uplifting and can be emotionally charged.



Spiritual Singing will always uplift the Name of the Lord and not Self!
