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The Theme: 
He is Risen…
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The Text:  
He is not here: for He is risen…
Mt. 28:6
The Thots: 

A. As He Said… 
[Three times Jesus Personally Predicted His coming death, burial and resurrection]
1. To His Disciples.
Mt. 16:21
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders…and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

2. Of His coming Death:
Mt. 17:19, 22-23
Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 
And they shall kill Him, and the third day He shall be raised again. 

3. That He would be Delivered to His enemies and He would Die. But He would rise again! Mt. 20:17-19
Jesus…said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death, And shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify Him: and the third day He shall rise again.

B. According to the Scriptures.


[His Death, Burial and Resurrection was Prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures.]
1. Jesus Referred to them:
Lk. 24:44-46

He said unto them…that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, 

and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me…that they might understand the scriptures…


Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.
2. Jesus also Revealed this to Paul:
1 Cor. 15:3-4 

For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures
C. As Ascribed to in the Prophetic Pictures.
[His Death, Burial and Resurrection were Pictured in the events that happened.]
1. The Sign of Jonah: 
Matt. 12:40, NKJV
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
2. The Sign of the Temple stated by Jesus
Jn. 2:18-21 
Then answered the Jews and said unto Him, What sign shewest Thou unto us, seeing that Thou doest these things? Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt Thou rear it up in three days? But He spake of the temple of His body.
D. In His Appearances to individuals and groups after Hs Resurrection.
 

1. To Mary Magdalene – ​the first woman to see Jesus after His resurrection.

Mark 16:9
Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene…
2. To Other Women:

Matt. 28:9-10
Behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and…worshipped Him. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see Me. 
3. To Simon Peter – Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. Lk. 24:34; I Cor. 15:5
4. To the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.

Lk. 24:13-15

…While they communed together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them.
5. To the apostles with Thomas absent:
Mk. 16:14; Jn. 20:19
Afterward He appeared unto the eleven…upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen Him after He was risen.

6. To the apostles including Thomas the next week.

Jn. 20:26-27 

After eight days again His disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus…and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
7. To the seven disciples at the Sea of Tiberias 

Jn. 21:1-2
After these things Jesus shewed Himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. 
To a number of witnesses as listed by Paul:
1 Cor. 15:6-8
8. He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present… 
9. After that, He was seen of James; 
10. then of all the apostles. 
When Jesus gave them His commission. 
Lk. 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8
When Jesus ascended into heaven.
Mk. 16:19-20; Lk. 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12
11. And last of all He was seen of me [Paul] also, as of one born out of due time. 
I Cor.15:8
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply, Alleluia!




Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FPR THE WEEK.

R.636
1. He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Mt. 28:6
With the many proofs listed in the Rumination above of His expected resurrection, and the fact of His resurrection after it had taken place in His many post-resurrection appearances, yet there were still people in His time who would not believe it. Today, it is no different! There are still many who do not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead.
Paul’s treatise in I Cor. 15:12-29 applies here. Let us look at it again:

12  Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13  But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 
The fact is Christ IS RISEN! Therefore, this holds hope for those in Christ who have died, because they too will also rise again as Christ did.
14  And if Christ is not risen, 
then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15  Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up--if in fact the dead do not rise. 
16  For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 
But Christ IS RISEN, therefore the dead in Christ WILL RISE as He did.
17  And if Christ is not risen, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 
18  Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 
If we have hope only in a dead Saviour, then we are most miserable as we still have to account for our sins. 
20  But now Christ is risen from the dead, 
and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21  For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23  But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. 24  Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 27  For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. 28  Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. 29  Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why then are they baptized for the dead?
On this Resurrection Sunday, do you or do you not believe in a Christ Who is risen from the dead?

REFLECT.
2. If indeed, you do believe in the Resurrection of Christ, then…
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
Col. 3:1-17
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.





Rom. 6:4-14

Read the cited passages above and challenge yourself to live the resurrected life as advocated in the text. Does the risen life of Christ Characterise you?
REFLECT

Points to Ponder: Today Christ is risen from the dead to live in and through me. 
