R633 Rumination for Mar. 26 2017

The Theme: 
The Mercies of God
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The Text:  …brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. 
Romans 12:1 (HCSB) 
The Thots: 

A. The Connotation of Mercy.

Kindness or good will towards the miserable and afflicted, joined with a desire to relieve them.     Thayer
B. The Cry for God’s Mercy.

1. The Cry of two blind men for Sight:
Matt. 9:27

When Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed Him, crying, and saying, 

Thou Son of David, have mercy on us. 

2. The Confession of the Publican, a Sinner
Lk. 18:13

And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
3. The Command to Show Mercy as the Samaritan did:
Lk. 10:25-37.  See also Reflections.

And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.
C. David’s Confession for God’s Mercy –
Psa. 51:1-3 

A Psalm of David…after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

Superscription. 
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: 
according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

51:1
1. His Cry for Complete Cleansing from his Sin of adultery with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah. 51:2
Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

cf. II Sam. 12:1-13
2. His Confession and Commitment fully to God’s Judgment.

51:3, 4

For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 
Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight.
3. However David’s one Confession should never be one of the Christian’s, viz.
Psa. 51:11
Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
a. God’s Holy Spirit can never be taken away from the Christian!
The Spirit is God’s Seal of Salvation on the Christian.
Eph. 1:13, NKJV

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; 
in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.
b. And the Spirit in him is God’s Sign that he is a Christian!  
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.
Rom. 8:9

D. God’s Commitment of Mercy in our Salvation:
1. God Exhibited it to Israel and God Extended it to the Gentles as well. 
Rom. 9:23-24

And that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory, Even us, whom He hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles.
2. God Expressly Excluded Works of righteousness for a Sinner to “Earn” His Salvation
Titus 3:5

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
3. Only the Exclusive Grace of God and His mercy can save us through faith.
Eph. 2:8-9

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Not of works, lest any man should boast.
There is a difference between the Mercies of God and the Grace of God.

See Reflections #2
E. God’s Challenge based on His Mercies.
Rom. 12:1, 2, HCSB
1. Now that we Realise what the Mercies of God to us are, we need to Respond to His Challenge:

Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you 
a. to Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and Pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. 
b. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the Renewing of your mind, 
so that you may discern what is the good, Pleasing, and Perfect will of God. 

2. Now Reflect on the mercies of God and bring your spiritual sacrifices to the Lord in Reverent worship 
as you Remember Him at this Lord’s Supper.
Mercy there was great, and grace was free;

Pardon there was multiplied to me;

There my burdened soul found liberty at Calvary.
W. R. Newell
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. To illustrate good neighbourliness by showing mercy to those in need, whoever they may be – without any prejudice – racial, religious, social or whatever, the Lord Jesus Christ told the parable of The Good Samaritan, thus:
Luke 10:30-37 

30  And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 36  Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 37  And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. 

Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

The Good Samaritan effectively demonstrated mercy. The Lord used him as a good example of what it meant to show mercy. Go over the parable again and discover the acts of mercy demonstrated by the Samarian to the man in need. What did the Samaritan do or not do that made him stand out as one good example of showing mercy that the Lord Himself said we should do likewise.
REFLECT
2. Sometimes there is confusion between God’s Mercy and God’s Grace.  
There are indeed differences between the two. 
Note the Contrast and Comparison between Mercy and Grace in the King James Version:

1.
Mercy:
a. In the OT, Mercy (ḥesed) occurs 248 times.  Mercy was the emphasis here in the OT
i. Its 1st. occ. is in Gen. 19:19 – The Lord showed mercy to Lot to save his Life!
Behold now, Thy servant hath found grace in Thy sight, and Thou hast magnified thy mercy, which Thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life…
ii. Its last is in Zech. 10:6 – 
God will finally show His Mercy to Israel in restoring them to Blessing.
And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 

b.
In the NT, Mercy (eleeō) occurs 31 times. Contrast this with Grace in the NT.
#2b

Its 1st. occ. is in Mt. 5:7 – Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

Its last is in Rev. 22:1 – 
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
2.
Grace:

a. In the OT, Grace (ḥēn) occurs 69 times. 
i. It 1st. occ. is in Gen. 6:8 – But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 
ii. Its last occ. is in Zech. 12:10 – And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him…
b. In the NT, Grace (charis) occurs 156 times. Grace is the emphasis in the N. T.
Its 1st. occ. is in Lk. 2:40 – the Child grew…and the grace of God was upon Him
Its last is in Jude 1:21 – Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
Both have to do with Jesus for Grace and Truth came by Him.

Jn. 1:17
3.
Mercy and Grace have been Compared and Contrasted as:
a. Mercy is the withholding of what is deserved; 
Grace is the bestowing of what is not deserved 

b. Or "Mercy Pities. Grace Pardons."
Points To Ponder: 
Or as someone has wittingly said: 


GRACE is Great Riches At Christ’s Expense.  (II Cor. 8:9)
