R632 Rumination for Mar. 19  2017
The Theme: 
God Is Holy
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The Text:  
It is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
I Pet. 1:16
The Thots: 

A. God’s Person is Holy – 
Lev. 11:44a cf. Psa. 99:9

I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy.
1. The Thrice-holy God is Holy – Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts:
Isa. 6:3
a. Majesty is with Him.
Isa. 6:1

I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple. 
b. Glory is with Him – The whole earth is full of His Glory
Isa. 6:3b cf. Exo. 15:11
Who is like unto Thee, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness…?
c. Mighty power is with Him – 
And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, 
and the house was filled with smoke. 
Isa. 6:4
d. Holy is His Name.
Psa. 111:9, NKJV
…He has commanded His covenant forever: Holy and awesome is His name. 

e. No Entity is like unto Him:
I Sam. 2:2 cf. Rev. 15:4
There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside Thee: neither is there any rock like our God.

2. The Triune God is Holy –  Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts:
Isa, 6:3
a. God, the Father is Holy.
Jn. 17:11 
…I come to Thee. Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me…
b. God, the Son is Holy.
Acts 2:27; Lk. 4:34

i. Because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.

ii. …Thou Jesus of Nazareth…I know Thee who Thou art; the Holy One of God.
c. God, the Spirit is Holy.
Mt. 28:19, NKJV
Go…baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
B. God’s Place of Dwelling is Holy.

1. His Place of Dwelling is Most Holy – the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy.
Lev. 16:2 

The LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times 
into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: 
for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.
2. His Presence is Holy.
Exo. 3:5

He [God] said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.
Cf. Josh. 5:15
C. God’s People are to be Holy – Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
I Pet. 1:16
 
1. They are Called unto Holiness.
1 Thes. 4:7


For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

2. They are a Chosen Generation to be Holy.
I Pet. 2:9 

Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation…:
3. They are God’s Consecrated Temple to be Holy.
I Cor. 3:17

If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.

4. In Conduct they are to be Holy.
I Pet. 1:15, NKJV 

He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct…
D. God’s Precepts are Holy

1. God’s Sacred Scriptures are Holy.
Rom. 1:2 

(Which He had promised afore by his prophets in the Holy scriptures)
2. Know the Holy Scriptures which can Save you.
II Tim. 3:15

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

3. Search the Holy Scriptures for Salvation.
Jn. 5:39

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of Me.

4. Study the Scriptures daily.
Acts 17:11

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
5. The Scriptures Speak of Christ.  Refer to them and Remember the Lord at His Supper.
Lk. 24:27 27 

Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.
And when He had given thanks, He… said… this do in remembrance of Me.

I Cor. 11:24, 25
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise Thy name,

In earth, and sky, and sea; Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!


God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity!
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 632
1.
The Church as a people is referred to as “a holy priesthood” (I Pet. 2:5, NKJV) 


you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 


to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ…


And “a holy nation” (I Pet. 2:9, NKJV) – 

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…
 
And the Christian, as God’s child, is commanded to be holy as God is holy 

(1 Peter 1:14-16, NKJV): 

As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy.

Also, all Christians are holy and royal priests – there is no special class of priests as with Israel in the Old Covenant.
As Holy Priests, we are to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God in our church gatherings; thus, (Heb. 13:15)
By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
And as Royal Priests, we are to proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…, thus, Mt. 5:16 –

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
To perform our duties as holy and royal priests, we need to heed Paul’s appeal in 
Rom. 12:1, 2, HCSB –
Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.
Are you fulfilling your duties as holy and royal priests to God in your church 
and in the world that you live in?
REFLECT.

2. In the light of the above Biblical texts, we note that there is no special class of people in the church appointed (or even anointed) to be priests to act on behalf of the other members or Christians in the church, but ALL are constituted priests unto God. All have freely the right to approach God’s throne directly without the need of any intermediary.

First and foremost let us remind ourselves that there is only One, and Only One, and no Other, Intercessor (Mediatrix or priest) between God and man (I Tim. 2:5) – For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus;
All believers in Christ Jesus are priests and can access the presence of God directly, personally and individually. This is our personal and priestly right that we have in our Lord Jesus Christ, our High Priest. Therefore, do not let anyone take it away from you. Thus,… Heb. 4:14-16  

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Are you making full use of your priestly right in Christ Jesus?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
Putting on of “holy” garments does not make a man holy, 


but putting on of these garbs (Col.3:12-17, NKJV) does!
