R631 Rumination for Mar. 12  2017
The Theme: 
…made He (God) a woman

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made He a woman…
Gen. 2:22a
The Thots: 

Intro. Last Wednesday, March 8 was International Woman’s Day.  What has the Bible to say about the Woman?
A. The Creation of Woman.
1. Woman Was …
a. Created in the image of God, as Man was.
God created man in His own image…male and female created He them.
Gen. 1:27
b. A Companion for man.
Gen. 2:18 
The LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

c. From a Component (rib) in Man.
Gen. 2:22
The rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto the man. 
Not separately to be Independent of Man but to Complement Man.
i. From the rib, the Protective Part of his Heart to be loved by Man.
ii. She is Part of Man to be Partner with him:
Gen. 2:23 

And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: 
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

2. She was Coupled with her Husband.
Gen. 2:24 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 
and they shall be one flesh.
a. He would Leave his parents to Live with her.

b. He would Cleave to her, acknowledging her as his Companion (Wife).
c. He would Consummate himself with her in one Complete identity.
B. The Women Companions’ Regard For Jesus.
1. The Women who Followed Jesus.

a. They were with Him from the Commencement of His public ministry.

{Lk. 23:49

The women that followed Him from Galilee…followed Him, and ministered unto Him. {Mk. 15:41a

b. They were with Him at the Conclusion of His public ministry.
Mk. 15:40, 41b
There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James…and Salome;…and many other women …

2. They were Faithful to the very last. (Ct. the disciples who Forsook Him, Mt. 26:56b)

a. They Stood afar off and witnessed His Suffering on the cross. 
Lk. 23:49

The women that followed Him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.
b. They Saw His burial in the Sepulchre.
Lk. 23:55

And the women…beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was laid.
c. They returned, and prepared Spices and ointments; 

and rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment.  
Lk. 23:56-24:1
3. On the First day of the week, they were the First at the empty tomb.
Mt. 28:1

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, 

came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.
But they found the tomb empty – He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. 
Mt. 28:6a

C. Jesus Regard for Women.
1. He Respected the Adulterous Woman’s Rights.
Jn. 8:7 
He lifted up Himself, and said… He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.
2. He Recognised the Samaritan Woman despite her Race and gender.
Jn. 4:9 
Then saith the woman of Samaria unto Him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, 
which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.
3. He Reckoned His mother’s welfare and arranged for her Residence.
Jn. 19:26-27 
When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, he saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! 
And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

4. After His Resurrection, Women were the first to Receive the news:
a. Women were appointed Witnesses to testify of Jesus’ resurrection.
Mark 16:6-7 

And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here: behold the place where they laid Him. But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see Him, as He said unto you.
b. Jesus first Witnessed to a Woman, Mary Magdalene.
Mark 16:9

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene…

How honoured a Woman was in the Life of Jesus!
At this Lord’s Supper, in your heart of hearts…
Come, women, wide proclaim Life through your Savior slain; Sing evermore.
Christ, God’s effulgence bright, Christ, who arose in might,
Christ, who crowns you with light, Praise and adore.
Fannie E. Heck
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 631

Last Wednesday, March 8, was International Women’s Day.

It was a day calling on the international community to recognise Women’s Rights and Gender Equality.  The Bible has high regard for the Woman and lists out the qualities of the Virtuous Woman in a classic piece of Jewish poetry well-scripted and commented in the Analytical Bible Expositor - Proverbs to Song of Solomon, as follows: 

The Woman 
Proverbs 31:10-31
The last twenty-two verses of this chapter is a perfect acrostic about the virtuous or ideal woman. It is composed of twenty-two letters (the number in the Hebrew alphabet), each verse begins with one of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, arranged in chronological order… This beautiful acrostic in Proverbs is about the virtuous or ideal woman. To emphasize the acrostic, we have alliterated all the points and noted in each point the name of the Hebrew letter that starts each of the various verses.

1. Chastity (31:10 / Aleph) 
"Virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies" 
2. Confidence (31:11 / Beth) 
"The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her" 

3. Commitment (31:12 / Gimel) 
"She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life".

4. Capability (31:13 / Daleth) 
"She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands".

5. Comparison (31:14 / He) 
"She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar".

6. Celerity (31:15 / Vau) 
"She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, 



and a portion to her maidens" .

7. Competence (31:16 / Zain) 
"She considereth a field, and buyeth it; with the fruit of her hands she 



planted a vineyard".
8. Calling (31:17 / Cheth) 
"She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms".

9. Candle (31:18 / Teth) 
"She perceiveth that her merchandise is good; her candle goeth not out by night" 
10. Clever (31:19 / Yod) 
"She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff" 

11. Charity (31:20 / Caph) 
"She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her 



hands to the needy".

12. Calm (31:21 / Lemed) 
"She is not afraid of the snow for her household; for all her household are 



clothed with scarlet" 

13. Clothes (31:22 / Mem) 
"She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple" 
14. Community (31:23 / Nun) 
"Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders 



of the land" 

15. Commercialism (31:24 / Samech) "She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles 



[linen belts] unto the merchants" 

16. Character (31:25 / Ain) 
"Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come". 
17. Conversation (31:26 / Pe) 
"She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness".

18. Care (31:27 / Tzaddi) 
"She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not 



the bread of idleness" 
19. Children (31:28 / Koph) 
"Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, 



and he praiseth her".

20. Commendation (31:29/ Resh) "Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all".

21. Consecration (31:30 / Schin)
"Favour [charm] is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be  praised".

22. Compensation (31:31 / Tau) 
"Give her the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her 



in the gates"
Would you be the Virtuous Woman and Wife that Proverbs exalts here 
or the “free” woman certain Women’s Rights Movements exult about?
REFLECT.
 
2. Does Biblical Christianity, for all that matters, does Christ Curtail Women’s rights and look down on women? Texts used to support such often refer to The Submission of the Wife to her Husband (Eph. 5:22) and the Silence of Women in the Church (I Cor. 14:44; I Tim. 2:11, 12) among others.  They are often taken out of the context which requires all parties to do and act as unto Christ in acknowledgement of His Headship (I Cor. 11:3) over the Body, the Church (Eph. 1:22; 5:23). He Himself sets the Example to be subject to God as Head of all things that God may be All and in All   (I Cor. 15:28). There is need to distinguish between the Rights and Roles of Men and Women. What are referred to here are their Roles and not their Rights which are spelled out in Gal. 3:28: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. Both Men and Women have equal Rights to be God’s children, Jn. 1:12, NKJV – But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: when they receive Christ as their Saviour. 
Do you know your Rights and your Roles and Responsibilities as a Man and as a Woman?


REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
Even the disciples of Jesus Forsook Him (Mt. 26:56b) 


but the Faithful women Followed Jesus right to the end (Lk. 23:49)!
