R628 Rumination for Feb. 19, 2017

The Theme: Father
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The Text: 
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34
The Thots: 

Intro. Jesus was ever the Son always Rightly Related to God His Father in His Mission of Redemption 

to be the Saviour of Sinners Right to the Cross!

The Relationship of the Son to the Father…
A. Prior to His Crucifixion on the Cross.

1. He was at the Father’s Side even before the World was.
Jn. 17:5 cg. 1:1
O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.

2. His Father then Sent Him to be the Saviour of the Sinners in the World.
I Jn. 4:14 cf. Jn. 10:36
And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

3. On the Cross, the Son would Glorify the Father as the Father would the Son:
Jn. 17:1

Jesus…said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: 

B. In His Prayer He addressed His “Father” 5 times before going to the Cross.
John 17
1. Jesus…said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: 

17:1
2. Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own Self with the glory which I had with Thee ... 
17:5
3. Holy Father, keep…those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are. 
17:11

4. Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am…

.
17:24

5. O righteous Father…I have known Thee, and these have known that Thou hast sent Me.
17:25
C. While imPaled to the Cross the Son Cried out Seven times:
1. His Two Cries to His Father were:
 

a. His First cry: Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34
i. The Son was Persistent: forgive is in the imperfect tense indicating He prayed repeatedly.
ii. The Son Prayed for Pardon for those who Put Him on the Cross – forgive them.
iii. It was a Peculiar Prayer: Did not the Culprits not know they were Crucifying the Son of God?
· They were Depriving a mother of her Son; thus the Son’s first and second duty:
His second cry was to John: Behold thy Mother; and to Mary, Woman, behold thy son!
Jn. 19:26, 27 
· One Desperate thief on the other cross Realised his condition and Repented:
Lk. 23:42

He said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.

· His third cry to the thief: To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.  
 Lk. 23:43

b. His Last cry: "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.' Having said this, He breathed His last. 23:46
i. In His fifth Cry: I thirst – we hear the Cause of His Suffering: it was Spiritual and Physical: 
Jn. 19:28
ii. In His sixth cry – It is Finished [one word in the Greek], we hear the Finality of His Victory!
Jn. 19:30
2. His Fourth and  Middle Cry was to God: 


Mt. 27:46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 

that is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
The Relationship between Father and Son was “broken” for a moment:




a. The Father had to Forsake His Son Who was bearing the Sins of the World on the tree (cross). I Pet. 2:24
b. The Father now Featured as God Who was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.
II Cor. 5:19
c. But that Relationship was Restored in His last and Final Cry: 

Jn. 19:30, Lk. 23:46
· It is Finished and Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit
D. The Son’s Relationship with the Father is now extended to others.
Jesus saith…go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; 

1. For now, the Son has Returned to His Father.

Jn.  20:17

His Father is now our Father; and to My God, and your God. 
2. But He will return to Receive us back to His Father’s Home in Heaven:


Jn. 14:2-3, 6
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

a. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. 
I Jn. 3:1-2
b. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
c. Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

Gal. 4:6 cf. Rom. 8:15

Today we wait for His Coming to take us back to the Father’s Home. While waiting, 
we eat this bread, and drink this cup,  [and] shew the Lord's death till He come. I Cor. 11:26

Abba, Father! We approach Thee In our Savior’s precious name;

We, Thy children, here assembled, Now Thy promised blessing claim;

From our sins His blood hath washed us, ’Tis through Him our souls draw nigh,


And Thy Spirit, too, hath taught us, Abba, Father, thus to cry.
J. G. Deck
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 628
1. Biblical Christianity is unique. It boasts of and worships a God who amazingly in grace condescends to be Father to us who believe.
We can address Him as Father. His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, taught His disciples and thus, all of us who are His, when ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. (Lk. 11:2).

This is because when we believed in the Lord Jesus, His Son, as our Saviour and 
received Him, [to us] He gave the right to become children of God, [even] to those who believe in His name (Jn. 1:12, NKJV).
And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. (Gal. 4:6)

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Rom. 8:15)
Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 

Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (1 Jn. 3:1-3, NKJV)

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
John 14:2-3

Do you as a child of God have this hope in God your Father that one day His Son will come and take you back to the Father’s Home above? 

This wonderful hope is unique with our Father God and can be found in no other! 


REFLECT.

2. God is Father. The love of God finds supreme expression as Father. God is known in Scripture as Father in three separate senses that must not be confused: 

(1) He is Father of Jesus Christ in a unique sense—by incarnation 

(Matt. 11:25-27, Mark 14:36; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6; 2 Pet. 1:17); 
(2) He is Father of believers—by adoption or redemption 


(Matt. 5:43-48; Luke 11:2, 13; Gal. 3:26); 

(3) He is Father of all persons—by creation 

(Ps. 68:5; Isa. 64:8; Mal. 2:10; Matt. 5:45; 1 Pet. 1:17). 
Holman Bible Dictionary.

God is the Father of believers by redemption and adoption:
Galatians 4:5 – 
To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 


adoption of sons.
Galatians 3:26 - 
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 4:6-7 – And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into

your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a 

servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

Matthew 5:43-48 –

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.


Matthew 5:16 – Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 



and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

In the light of the above texts, verify the extent of the veracity of the saying:



Like Father, like Son; The Son takes after the Father.
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: Beware of having the Devil as your Father-in-law. (Cf. Jn. 8:44)
