R626 Rumination for Feb. 05, 2017

The Theme: 
Confess
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The Text: 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9 
The Thots:


A. The Connotation of Confession.
1. Confess translates the Greek word homologeō from “homou” = same, and “logos”  = to say,

thus giving the literal meaning, “to Say the Same words”, i.e.  Assent. 

2. Confess also translates exomologeō = to Acknowledge or (by implication to Assent) Agree fully.  Strong
B. The Contents of Confession - To Confess is to Agree with What God says about it in His Word:
1. Confess our Sin – If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins…
I Jn. 1:9a
a. Why do we need to confess our Sins?

God’s Word says: All have Sinned, and come Short of the glory of God.

Rom. 3:23

If We Say that we have no Sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
I Jn. 1:8
b. David Wholly Agreed: Against Thee, Thee only, have I Sinned, and done this evil in Thy Sight. Psa. 51:4

2. Confess our need to be Saved from Sin – He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
I Jn. 1:9b
a. God Says we can be Saved from our Sins:



i. He is Faithful to Forgive us our Sins. He Promises us this:
Rom. 10:9, HSCB

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

ii. He is Just in Justifying us because of Jesus’ Propitiation in dying for our Sin.  
I Pet. 3:18, NKJV
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit.
Also see #b below
b. God Says He can cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


1:9c
i. God States in His Word: It is Written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
Rom. 3:10 
ii. God also Says because Jesus, the Righteous and the Just had paid the price for the Unrighteous,  
He can now Justify and Cleanse the Unrighteous:
Rom. 3:25, 26
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
iii. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Rom. 10:10
3. Confess our Saviour – Confess [Agree, Assent] with what Christ Says of Himself.
a. Confess Jesus is the Son of God.
1 Jn. 4:15
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.
As Peter Stated So Specifically when [Jesus] saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter…said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Mt. 16:13-16  
b. Confess Jesus is Lord before men – If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,”…Rom. 10:9, HCSB
i. Then He will Confess us before His Father:
Mt. 10:32
Whosoever…shall confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father which is in heaven.
ii. And He will also Confess us before the Angels:
Lk. 12:8
Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God.
iii. He that overcometh…I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, 
but I will confess his name before My Father, and before his angels.
Rev. 3:5 

C. The Culmination of Confession

Note: confess is also translated from exomologeō = to Acknowledge or (by implication Assent) Agree fully.  
1. The Ultimate Confession.
Rom. 14:11

a. It is written…saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 


b. As it is written…I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto Thy name.
Rom. 15:9
c. Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Phil. 2:11

2. The Immediate Confession.
I Cor. 11:26, NKJV 

In the meanwhile, as we wait for His Confession of us before His Father and the Angels 
Let us Confess (Proclaim) Him at the Remembrance Feast:
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

Before Thy people I confess The wonders of Thy righteousness;

Thou knowest, Lord, that I have made Thy great salvation known,


Thy truth and faithfulness displayed, Thy lovingkindness shown.
The Psalter
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1. How and what would you understand by this text in James 5:16a, KJV?

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
a) Was James limiting the confession only to some light “faults”? 

Note: The faults in KJV should be better translated as trespasses (NKJV) or sins as in some other translations as HCSB, NASB, NRSV, ASV, ESV, etc. 

The Greek text says, “If he has been constantly sinning” and the Greek word for “faults” is hamartia which means "sin." It is the same word used in James 1:15, where the matter dealt with is definitely sin – Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

The Confession is indeed of serious habitual sins committed by the person concerned.

b) Was James suggesting that one should confess one’s sins to a preacher or a priest? 
This text has been used to support such practices.
If that be the case, should not the preacher or the priest also confess his sins to the “confessor” as the confession is to one another? Who are the “one another” referred to? Does this act refer to a public confession or just limited to the parties affected, and the manner the “sin” was committed, i.e. if it was committed in a public manner then it should be a public confession, and if it was a private sin between two parties , a private confession between the parties concerned? 
Or as Warren Wiersby in his Bible Exposition Commentary on James wrote: 

“The "confessing" that James wrote about is done among the saints. He was not suggesting confessing our sins to a preacher or priest. We confess our sins first of all to the Lord (I Jn. 1:9), but we must also confess them to those who have been affected by them. We must never confess sin beyond the circle of that sin's influence. Private sin requires private confession; public sin requires public confession.  It is wrong for Christians to "hang dirty wash in public," for such "confessing" might do more harm than the original sin.”
c) James also placed a caveat for confessing one to another that they should also pray one for another.  For healing to take place, there must first be prayer preparation before the Lord. When that can be done, certainly healing of strained relationships can be achieved.  Is the healing referred to physical, spiritual or both? 
How is your relationship with the members in your family or with other members in God’s family? Have you allowed offences among you to persist causing ill-will to develop and making you “sick”?  The Corinthian Christians had such cases so that Paul had to write – For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.    (I Cor. 11:30). 
REFLECT
2. Out text continues with: The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
Jas. 5:16b
This part of the text suggests to us the conditions of effective prayer, viz.

A Powerful prayer is to be Earnest and Enthusiastic – effectual fervent…availeth much
A Prayer is to be Specific – prayer (deēsis) from deomai meaning petition (Strong)
The Person Praying is to be righteous because If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me (Psa. 66:18)
How is your Prayer life? Does the Lord answer your prayers? 
Does the Lord answer your Prayers for others?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Confess your Sins and Confess your Saviour 



that He be Sovereign (Lord)  in your life.
