R625 Rumination for Jan. 29, 2017
The Theme: 
When The Cock Crows
The Text: 
Jesus said to him [Peter], "Assuredly, I say to you that today, even this night, 

before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times."
Mk. 14:30, NKJ

The Thots:

Yesterday, the Chinese celebrated their New Year.   They 
Exited from the Year of the Monkey (Feb. 8 2016 – Jan.27, 2017)


 
 and 
Entered the Year of the Rooster (Jan. 28, 2017 – Feb. 18, 2018).
Intro. 
What does the Bible have to say about the Rooster/Cock/Cockerel? The English word is translated from the Greek, 


alektor which occurs 12 times in the N. T. and none in the O.T., 



as Mt. 26:34, 74, 75; Mk. 14:30, 68, 72 (2x); Lk. 22:34, 60, 61; Jn. 13: 38; 18:27
A. THE COCK SHALL CROW.
1. The Prophecy that Prompted Peter to Speak.
Mk. 14:27, 28 cf. Zech. 13:7-9

All ye shall be offended because of Me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, 
and the sheep shall be scattered…

2. What Peter Spoke and the Pride that led to his Stumbling and Denial.
a. His Personal Boast.


i. He Boasted Egoistically
- "Even though all become deserters, I will not."
Mk. 14:29, NRSV, 

ii. He Bragged Emphatically - Although all shall be offended, yet will not I.
cf. Mt. 26:33 - will I never
b. His Persistent Boast.


i. He Crowed Confidently
- though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee.
Mk. 14:31

· He was prepared to die WITH Jesus. 
though I should die with Thee
Cf. Mt. 26:35; Lk. 22:33, 34

· He was prepared to die FOR Jesus.
I will lay down my life for Thy sake. 

Jn. 13:37, 38
ii. He Confirmed this Vehemently.

I will not deny Thee in any way.

Mk. 14: 31a

iii. His Companions joined in Eloquently.
Likewise also said they all.

Mk. 14:31b ct. 14:50
3. The Prediction concerning Peter's Sorrowful Downfall

a. 
The Statement of the Prediction.





Mk. 14:30

i. It’s Solemn.
Verily (lit. Amen)
ii. It’s Specific.
I say unto thee, (Peter) that this day, even in this night

iii. Its Sign.
before the cock crows twice

(twice, only here)
iv. Its Sad fact.
thou shalt deny Me thrice.
“deny” as Mk. 8:34 (i.e. deny utterly, disown) 
b. 
The Seriousness of the Prediction.
Lk. 22:31, 32 cf. I Pet. 5:8

i. Satan's Desire for the Disciples.
- Satan hath desired to have you (plural); …demanded to sift all of you, NRSV

ii. The Saviour's Defence for Peter
- But I have prayed for thee
(sing.) 

4. Peter's Pathetic and Sad Downfall

a. The First Charge of Accusation and Peter’s Denial pleading Ignorance:
Mk. 14:67 cf. Jn. 18: 17



Thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth 
– I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest.


b. The Second Charge of Association and Peter’s Denial pleading Innocence. 
Mk. 14:69, 70 cf. Lk. 22:58



This is one of them

 – I do not know the Man.

ct. 16:13, 16
c. The Third Charge of Accent and Peter’s Denial in Indignation:

Mk. 14:71


Thou art a Galilean, and thy speech agreeth to this –

v. 70b


But he began to curse and to swear…I know not this man of whom ye speak. 
v. 71

B. THE COCK CROWED
- And the second time the cock crew!
Mk. 14:72 cf. 30, 68
1. Jesus looked at Peter, Peter Remembered.
Called to mind 


Mk. 14:72 cf. Lk. 22:61a

2. Peter looked at Jesus, Peter was Remorseful.
He wept (bitterly).

Mk. 14:72 cf. Mt. 26:75

3. Jesus remembered Peter, Peter Restored.
Go…tell his disciples and Peter
Mk. 16:7

a.
Peter Restored and Renewed to LOVE. 
Jn. 21:15-17

Lovest thou Me more than these?

Thou knowest that I love Thee. 
b.
Peter Re-commissioned to CARE.

Feed my lambs/sheep.
· Jesus Looked at Peter and Peter Remembered. Let us Look at Jesus now and Remember Him as He told us to: 


And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: 


this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. I Cor. 11:24-25
Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea;
day by day his sweet voice soundeth saying, "Christian, follow me."
Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call,
give our hearts to thy obedience, serve and love thee best of all. 
C. F. Alexander
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 625

1. It is well-known that the Cock Crows at certain times of the night leading to sunrise to signal primarily the coming of dawn.  The Lord made use of this phenomenon to warn the people 
of His certain, and yet uncertain, time when He would come again.  He warned:

Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, 


at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning. Mk. 13:35
· The Cockcrow: These intervals of time are noted in scripture as:

· 1st watch, even:
1800-2100 hours or 6 - 9pm.

· 2nd watch, midnight:
2100-2400 hours or 9pm to midnight.

· 3rd watch, cockcrowing:
0000-0300 hours or midnight to 3am 


– the watch when the cock crew in the case of Peter.
 Jn. 18:27

· 4th watch, morning (dawn)…
0300-0600 hours or 3am to 6am.

· The Cock Would Crow:

The Lord had warned Peter that he would deny Him thrice before the cock crowed twice: Mt. 26:34

Jesus said…Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice. 
· The Cock Crowed:

And this was fulfilled as:

Mt. 26:74, 75
Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.

And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

· The Cock is Crowing NOW: 
We are warned and we should take heed:


(1) 
The Clarion Call to Awake –

 
Rom. 13:11 cf. II Cor. 6:2b

a) NOW is the time to Wake up from Sleep – Now is the Accepted time

b) NOW is the time to Welcome our Salvation – Now is the day of our Salvation.
(2) 
The Challenge to be Alive and Active for the Lord –

Rom. 13:12-14
a) LET US cast off the works of darkness
v. 12a

b) LET US put on the armour of light

v. 12b

c) LET US walk honestly as in the day
vv. 13-14
 
Are you ready to Wake up from your Sleep Stupor this year of the Cockerel 


And Wait for the Lord’s Coming? He can come at any Watch?


Take ye heed, Watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. (Mk. 13:33)
REFLECT
2. The Cock’s Clarion Call to Awake is NOW. There has never been any other time in the Past when such “Impossible” Prophecies could be fulfilled than NOW. Here are a few:
· A Sign of the End Times: Rapid transportation; Phenomenal Increase in Knowledge. Dan. 12:4
But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
· Cashless Commerce and Digital ID.
Rev. 13:16-17 
And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.

· Simultaneous and Instantaneous Vision (Telecast?)
Rev. 1:7 
Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.

· And Many More. Are we not near the prophetical end times? Are not these predictions possible to be fulfilled NOW? Are you ready – Watch and pray for He is coming soon.
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: A Cock Clocks in the Watches. Watch and Pray. (Mk. 13:33, 35)
Wishing all Chinese Prayer-Partners

A Blessed, Fruitful And Prosperous (Josh. 1:8) Chinese New Year
From My Wife and Me.
Note: For those who would like to listen to the Chinese New Year Message on THE YEAR OF THE COCKEREL please visit: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/main.html - Loaves and Fishes.
