R624 Rumination for January 22, 2017

The Theme: 
The Beginning
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The Text:  
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, 

"Who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 


      Rev. 1:8 (NKJV)


I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.    22:13 (NKJV)
The Thots:

Intro.  We are already into the third week of the new year, 2017 and will soon enter the beginning of the Chinese New Year on Saturday, Jan 28.  Whatever, we are still at the Beginning of the year. 
For our Rumination this week, let us Remind ourselves of God and of Christ, the Beginning and the End.
A. He is the Beginning.
1. God is the Beginning.

Rev. 1:8, NKJV 
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, (the Beginning and the End) 1" says the Lord2, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."
 1Omitted in some versions; 2 Add God in other versions.
a. He is Eternal – the Beginning and the End. (Not that, there can be such!) He is Infinite. Rev. 21:6f
b. He is Omniscient - He [God] said, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega.
Rev. 21:6; 22:13

c. He is Omnipresent – The One who is, and who was, and who is to come.
cf. 4:8; 11:17
d. He is Omnipotent – The Almighty (Gk. pantokratōr = the all-powerful One). 
10 x  in the NT, 9x  in Revelation (II Cor. 6:18; Rev. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22)]
2. Christ is the Beginning.

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last. 
Rev. 22:13, NKJV
a. His Eternity: He is the I AM of God Who is the I AM That I Am.
Cf. Exo. 3:14

b. His Existence: He existed even before Abraham – Before Abraham was, I am. 
Jn. 8:58
c. His Exclusivity: if any one does not believe that He is indeed God, the I AM, then…

…ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am (he), ye shall die in your sins.
Jn. 8:24

3. His Equality with God: He is God, and like God, He has no Beginning because He is the Beginning! 
In a similitude, Melchisedec is compared to Jesus –
Heb. 7:3
Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, 
nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.

B. in the Beginning,  He Created all things
 

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
John 1:1

a. He is the Word, the Beginning (see #A above), and He was in the Beginning in Eternity with God.
i. beginning – refers to the creation (see #2 below). But Christ was in existence before creation. 

ii. was – in Jn. 1:1, 2 is in the imperfect tense meaning continuous action in past time. This speaks of the Eternality of Christ. He has always Existed. He existed with God in the beginning – in eternity.
iii. The Word – A word is formed from letters of the alphabet and Jesus is the Word, 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet! So is God.
See #A1, 2
iv. With (Gk. pros), a strengthened form of pro. a preposition of direction…i.e. near to; usually with the accusative the place which is the destination of the relation [Strong] – suggesting in the presence of.
Thus, The Word (Christ) is always with and in the presence of God.
v. And this Word Was God!

See #ii above.
2. In the beginning (Heb. rēʾshît = first in time) God created the heavens and the earth. Gen. 1:1 (HCSB)
a. God created all things. He is the Possessor of all things. 
Psa. 50:7, 10, 11
Hear, O My people…I am God, even thy God…For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.  I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine.

b. So did Christ Create all things that He might have the Preeminence in all things.
Col. 1:16-19
For by Him were all things Created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible… 

all things were created by Him, and for Him: And He is before all things, 
and by Him all things Consist…that in all things He might have the preeminence. 

C. He who was From The Beginning was Born in time in Bethlehem for us.
I Jn. 1:1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 

1. His Deity: He was the Eternal Word - In the Beginning.
Cf. Jn. 1:1; #A.3
2. His Identity: He is the Word of Life 
Cf. The Word, Jn. 1:1
3. His Humanity: From the Beginning: He Entered time from Eternity and Existed as Man.
4. His Veracity: Witnessed by Apostle John and other disciples. They saw Him as Man: “we”, I Jn. 1:1-4
a. They Sensed Him: we have heard [Gk. akouō = to hear (in various senses) – understand.]
b. They Stared at Him - which we have seen with our eyes; Seen [Gk. horaō = stare at] 
c. They Studied Him - we have looked upon. Looked [Gk. theaomai = i.e. to look closely at; perceive.]
d. They Searched Him - our hands have handled  – cf. Lk. 24:39

Handled [Gk. psēlaphaō] from psallo = to manipulate, i.e. verify by contact; figurative to search for.
The Host Present at our table today is Christ, verily God and verily Man - let the Church give Him all Preeminence.
Christ! I am Christ’s, and the name suffice you, Ay, for me too He greatly hath sufficed:

Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning, Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ. 
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. We are still at the beginning of the New Year and about to enter the beginning of Chinese New Year.
One often hears the saying, “Begin Well and you End Well”. But this is not often the case. In between, we find ourselves encountering many pitfalls on the way, as the proverb goes: “There’s many a slip between cup and lip”.  What then is the secret between Start and End that can help us reach the end?  It is Continuity, and Continuity, from Commencement to Conclusion.  Cp. The early Christians – 
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers (Acts 2:42) 
And here are two proposals to guide and see us to a good end – (1) Put Off the Old Man and Put On the New Man for this new year and (2) Continue in Christ, abiding in Him the whole year round.

1) Put off the Old Man.
Eph.  4:21-22
a. Addressed to the born-again believer in Christ Jesus…

4:21
If so be that ye have heard Him, and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 
b. Advised to put off the old man this new year…

4:22
That ye put off…the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 
c. Resolve this year that you will…
Eph. 4.
i. In your Relationship with God’s Holy Spirit:

4:30



Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

ii. In your Relationship to your fellow-Saints:

4:25



[Put] away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another


Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 



even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you

4:32

iii. In your Relationship with Satan: Neither give place to the devil

4:27
iv. In your Relationship to your own Self:
· Be…angry, and sin not: Let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 

4:26
· Let him that stole steal no more: but rather Let him labour, working with his hands 
the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 

4:28

· Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good 
to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 

4:29
· Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, 
be put away from you, with all malice:.

4:31
2) 
Put on the New Man…
Eph.  4:23, 24

a. And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

4:23

b. Which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

4:24
· Go over the above list again and it will be a good beginning in the year for you. 
REFLECT
2. The Second Proposal is to Abide or Continue in Christ for the year 2017. Consider:
Jn. 15:1-11
1) The Persons Involved:

15:1-2, 5
a. The Father is the Husbandman – He prunes the Branches that do not Bear fruit.
15:1, 2


b. Christ is the Vine – He Bears the Branches.

15:5

2) Believers are the Branches – they abide in him Bear fruit for Him.

15:4
3) The Products Induced:
i. Abide in Christ to bear Fruit, much Fruit and more Fruit.
15:1,b, c, 5 

ii. Without Christ, the Branch can bear no fruit.
15:4

iii. He that bears no Fruit is cut off and cast into the Fire – discarded from service.
15:2, 6
iv. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you,
and that your joy may be full. 
15:11
4) The Privileges of Abiding in Christ:
15:7, 8, 10
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 
and it shall be done for you.

By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.
From the above, what do you understand by Abiding in Christ?  How would you ensure that you abide in Him and continue to do so that you may bear fruit for Him in 2017?

Suggest some practical ways that you will resolve to do this year, 2017.

REFLECT

POINTS TO PONDER: 
Commence and Continue with Christ, 





and He will bring your Christian life to Completion for you.
