R623 Rumination for January 15, 2017

The Theme: 
Lifted Up 

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up. Jn. 3:14
The Thots:
 

A. The Reason for Being Lifted Up.
Num. 21:8, 9
1. The Conduct of the People:


21:5
The people spake against God, and…Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.

2. The Condemnation of the People


21:6
The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
3. The Confession of the People:


21:7
The people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.
4. The Cure for the People:


21:8
And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 

5. The Compliance of the People who believed.

21:9
…it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
6. The Christ Who was Pictured to be lifted up.
Jn. 3:14; see #B
B. The Reality of the Serpent being lifted up.
Jn. 3:14
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:


1. The Serpent was a Symbol of God’s Curse on Sin.
Gen. 3:14

The LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed: 

2. Christ was made a Curse on the Cross to redeem us:
Gal. 3:13a
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 
3. He was Crucified on the Cross for us.
Gal. 3:13b
…for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

C. The Revelation when Lifted Up.

1. Jesus would Prove that He indeed was God.
Jn. 8:28a
Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am (He)…
2. The People would then know that He was God, the I Am.

a. I Am was God’s Name: God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM.
Exo. 3:14
b. That is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.
II Cor. 5:19, NKJV
D. The Result of Being Lifted Up.


1. The Claim of Christ: And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me. 
Jn.  12:32
2. The Clarification – His Coming Crucifixion: This He said, signifying what death He should die.     12:33
3. The Confusion of the Crowd – The people answered Him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest Thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of man? 12:34
4. Their Choice to remain as Children of darkness was granted:

   12:35, 36
Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide Himself from them.
E. The Rejoicing in Lifting up our hands.


1. For us, we are Children of Light, let us Walk as such.
Eph.5:8

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

2. Let us Lift Up our hands to Worship Him.
Psa. 134:2
Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD.

Lift up to God the voice of praise, Whose breath our souls inspired;

Loud and more loud the anthem raise, With grateful ardor fired.

Lift up to God the voice of praise, Whose tender care sustains

Our feeble frame, encompassed round With death’s unnumbered pains.

Lift up to God the voice of praise Whose goodness, passing thought,

Loads every minute, as it flies, With benefits unsought.
Lift up to God the voice of praise From whom salvation flows;

Who sent His Son our souls to save From everlasting woes.

Lift up to God the voice of praise, For hope’s transporting ray,

Which lights through darkest shades of death To realms of endless day.
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1. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me. 
Jn.  12:32

The condition of Jesus in drawing all men unto Him was that He would have to be lifted up from the earth to be crucified on the cross. It was for this He came that He might take the place of sinful men. So that when He was about to breathe His last, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. (Jn. 19:30, NKJV).

His last cry when lifted up on the cross was....with a loud voice, He said, "Father, 'into Your hands   I commit My spirit.' "Having said this, He breathed His last. (Lk. 23, 46, NKJV)
The first man that ever was to be drawn by Him when He was lifted on the cross probably was one of the two malefactors, also lifted up on the cross, with Jesus.  
And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, saying, If thou be Christ, save Thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked Him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this Man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto Him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise. (Lk. 23:39-43)
There was also a Roman centurion who witnessed the scene of Jesus lifted up on the cross. Beneath that cross, as he looked up, he confessed: "Truly this Man was the Son of God!” (Mk. 15:39, NKJV) fulfilling what Jesus predicted would happen when He was alive:  When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am (He)… (Jn. 8:28a)
Finally it was Peter’s sermon at Pentecost that saw over three thousand souls drawn to the Lord Jesus, when he lifted Him up before the multitude and accused them of being responsible for His death: Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: (Acts 2:23)…Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:41) fulfilling the very prediction of the Lord that if He was lifted up He would draw all men unto Himself.
Today He continues to do so as the Gospel is proclaimed all over the world.

However, very tragically there are also many so-called Gospel evangelists today who profess to lift Him up on high but not to the cross. They hold Him up all right, but not for them to see Christ Crucified for them, but that He is inviting them to come to Him to find happiness, prosperity, wealth, good health, etc. etc.
Yet the Lord Himself had declared, for anyone to be His disciple, he must carry his/her cross. (Luke 14:25-27, 33, NKJV) – "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate…his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple…So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.

Jesus must be lifted up on the cross! His disciple must bear his cross! 
Other than that one cannot be His disciple!
Am I a soldier of the cross, A follower of the Lamb, And shall I fear to own His cause, 

Or blush to speak His name?  – Isaac Watts
REFLECT

2.
Study another incident where Jesus instructed His disciples how to catch (draw) men. 


The scene was at the Lake of Gennesaret (another name for the Sea of Galilee). 
a. The Lord’s Command – 
Lk. 5:4-10

4Launch out into the Deep, and let down your nets for a Draught [Catch]. 
b. Simon’s unCertainty – 5 And Simon answering said unto Him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at Thy word I will let down the net. 
c. The Catch – 6When they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.
d. The Call for Help – 7 …They beckoned unto their partners…that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.
e. The Confession of Sin – 8When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: 
f. The Commission
10 And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: To Draw men unto Himself, Jesus must be lifted up (Jn. 12:32) 

   on the cross and His Disciples must let Down their nets into the Deep. (Lk. 5:4-6)
