R619 (R70)  Rumination for December 18, 2016

The Theme: 
A Robe, A Reed and a Royal Crown
Mt. 27:27-31

The Text:  
They stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, 


they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand:
Mt. 27:28, 29
The Thots: 


A. The Robe.

1. They (the soldiers) stripped Him and gave Him a scarlet robe.
Mt. 27:28

Cf. They put on Him a purple robe.

Jn. 19:2

2. And began to salute Him, Hail, King of the Jews!
Mk. 15:18

3. And when they had mocked Him, they took off the purple from Him, 




and put His own clothes on Him.

Mk. 15:20

· They put on Him that scarlet/purple robe and took it off Him after mocking Him.

· But one day He will come again, clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
Rev. 19:13, 16

And He hath on his vesture … a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

B. The Reed

1. They put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand:
Mt. 27:29

2. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put …a reed in His right hand.
Mk. 15:19

3. They bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!
Mt. 27:29

4. They smote Him on the head with a reed…and bowing their knees worshipped Him. 
Mk. 15:19

5. And took the reed, and smote Him on the head.

Mt. 27:30

· They put a reed in His hand and took it away to smite His head.

· But one day, He, as Shiloh, will come and He will have a scepter (reed) in His hand; 


And unto Him shall all the gathering be.

Gen 49:10

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 


until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.

C. The Royal crown.

1. When they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head…
Mt. 27:29

2. They bowed the knee before Him…to salute Him, Hail, King of the Jews!
Mt. 27:29; Mk. 15:17

3. And bowing their knees worshipped Him.


Mk. 15:19

4. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe.
Jn. 19:5

5. And when they had mocked Him, they took off the purple from Him, 


and put His own clothes on him, and led Him out to crucify Him.
Mk. 15:20

· They put upon His head a crown of thorns, but they never took it off and led Him to be crucified.

· But one day He is going to sit enthroned and … 

The four and twenty elders (would) fall down before Him that sat on the throne, and worship Him 
that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, 
and for Thy pleasure they are and were created.

Rev. 4:10, 11

Note: 

(1) 
for ever and ever occurs for the first time in Scripture (KJV) with regard to God’s Reign in…Exo. 15:8


The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.

 (2) 
for ever and ever occurs for the last time in Scripture (KJV) with regard to Our Reign with God.  Rev. 22:5
And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; 
for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 
(3)
In the meanwhile and in between the two times, for ever and ever occurs with regard 


to our Reverence for God Who Reigns on the Throne:
Rev. 4:10


The four and twenty elders (would) fall down before Him that sat on the throne, and worship Him 

that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, 


and for Thy pleasure they are and were created.
Today in anticipation of that day let our gathering be unto Shiloh Seated on the throne with His Sceptre in hand, and let us cast our crowns before Him, fall down and worship Him.

Our Lord is now rejected, And by the world disowned,

But the many still neglected, And by the few enthroned;

But soon He’ll come in glory! The hour is drawing nigh,

For the crowning day is coming, By and by.

Oh, the crowning day is coming! Is coming by and by!

When our Lord shall come in “power” And glory from on high!

Oh, the glorious sight will gladden Each waiting watchful eye,

In the crowning day that’s coming By and by.


Dan​i​el W. Whit​tle

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R619
1. It sounds ironical that in the season when the world focuses their attention on the Birth of Jesus, that I should be directing our thoughts to His sufferings and eventual death. 
But then, this is the whole point of Jesus’ birth – He was born to die!
Matt. 20:28; Mk. 10:45 – 
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 

but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. 
John 10:11 – I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:15-18 – … I lay down My life for the sheep….Therefore doth My Father love Me, 
because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
We are all born to live and eventually to die; but He was born to die that we might eternally live after our death when we identify ourselves with His death for us – 
that even as He lives after death we can also live with Him.

Rom. 6:3-11 - Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Today those living in the world are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1) and therefore need to be born again in Christ because “except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jn. 3:3). In short, if you are born once, you will die twice (the physical death of all living on this earth and the second death in hell (Rev. 20:6 – Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power…). On the other hand, he that is born twice (the first physical birth and the spiritual birth of being born again) he will die only once (the physical death) and will not be subject to the second death in hell. 
During this Christmas season, one does well to reflect on what the birth of Jesus came to do for us – He was born to die for us that we need not die the second death when we believe in Him and be born again that we might live eternally. 
REFLECT.
2. Another common focus even of Christians in the Christmas season is the Baby Jesus in a manger. Every shopping mall and complex that seeks to depict the Nativity scene would often present Jesus as the Baby Born in Bethlehem. Carols sing out His Birth. This is in a way rightly so (though we may not accept Dec. 25 as the birthday of Jesus).  But this Baby Jesus does not seem to grow! Year in and year out, He is the Baby in the manger. He is the Baby in His mother’s arms. He is the Baby among the sheep and cattle in the shed/stable.  When will He ever grow? Of course, never, so long as we celebrate Christmas. This is acceptable in a way as the reason for the season but such a concept also permeates the life of many Christians. 
Today, Jesus is still a Baby in the lives of these Christians. He does not seem to grow and take control of their lives. He is loved by them but He is not Lord of their lives. Paul prayed for the Galatian Christians: “My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19).
Points to Ponder: At Christmas time. Christians profess to Love the Baby Jesus, 

but He never grows in their Lives to be their Lord!
