R618 (R68) Rumination for December 11, 2016

The Theme: 
The King’s Son


The Text:  
Jehosheba... took Joash … the king's (son) … hid him…in the bedchamber.
II Kgs. 11:2


Jehoiada… showed them the king's son.
II Kgs. 11:4


And he brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him…


And they made him king… they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king.
II Kgs. 11:12
The Thots: 


Background: 
II Kgs. 8:16, 18, 26, 27
· Athaliah, daughter of Ahab, king of Israel, was married to Jehoram, king of Judah and mother of Ahaziah. 
· However, Ahaziah walked in the way of Ahab, the evil king of Israel.
8:27

· Jehu had Ahaziah and later, all his brethren executed.
9:27; 10:13, 14

· After her children’s murder (above), Athaliah seized the throne by killing all her grandchildren. 
11:1

When Athaliah…mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royal. 
· However, one grandson, Joash was rescued by Jehosheba, the daughter of Athaliah, and sister of Ahaziah. She, with her husband, Jehoiada, the high priest, hid Joash in their apartment for six years.  
11:2-3
But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king's sons which were slain; and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her hid in the house of the LORD six years.
· On the seventh year, steps were taken to enthrone the king publicly.

11:4-12
A. The King’s Son Hidden… in the Bed Chamber…in the House of the Lord.




They hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber (bedroom, NIV)
11:2


And he was with her hid in the house of the LORD six years.

11:3
1. The King’s Son hidden in the bed Chamber.

11:2

a. The Fact of the King’s Son living in our heart Chamber today.

I Jn. 3:23, 24


And this is His commandment, That we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ…

And he that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him. 
b. The Challenge not to Fear to Confess the King’s Son to others.

Lk. 12:8, 9

Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess 

before the angels of God: but he that denieth Me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.

· Is the King’s Son hidden in the Chamber of my heart because I fear to Confess Him in public?

2. The King’s Son hidden in the house of the Lord.
11:3



And he was with her hid in the house of the LORD six years.


a. In the House of the Lord, and yet the King’s son was not enthroned!
b. In the Gathering of the Lord’s people, does the King’s Son sit enthroned?

c. At the Table is the King seated at the head to receive my contribution of worship?  Ct. S of S 1:12


While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.

B. The King’s Son Honoured Wedding and the Guests Bidden.

Matt. 22:1-14 
1. The King’s Invitation to the Son’s Wedding sent out but Rejected.
22:2, 3
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 
And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come.

2. The King’s Invitation Explained but still the guests Refused.

22:4, 5
Tell them…all things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made light of it, and went their ways…
3. The King’s Enemies Executed and their city Razed.

22:6, 7
When the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and…burned up their city. 
4. The King’s Invitation Extended to Others who were Ready to accept it.
22:9-10
Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready…Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage…and the wedding was furnished with guests. 
5. A King’s Invitee Excluded and Rejected because he had no wedding garment.
22:11--14
And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: …Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen. 
C. The King’s Son Universally Hailed and Blessing Bestowed. 
And he brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him…and they made him king, and anointed him; and they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king.
  
II Kgs. 8:12
And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

Rev. 5:13
1. Today, let us Conceal the Son of the King in the Chamber of our heart no longer.

2. Let us Confess Him and Proclaim Him King in our gathering.

3. Let us “Clap” our hands and say with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 


to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Rev. 5:12

Worship, honour, power and blessing, Thou art worthy to receive;

Loudest praises, without ceasing, Meet it is for us to give:

J. Bakewell
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.


R. 618
1. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
Rom. 1:16

One often wonders, why the Gospel must first be proclaimed to the Jews first and then only to the Greek (or Gentiles.) 
The parable Jesus told in Mt. 22:1-14 well illustrates this important principle in practice.
First note that the parable had to do with the kingdom of heaven (Mt. 22:1) and the marriage of the king’s son, introducing to us God’s Kingdom that He would give to the Jews as promised to Abraham and David. But when the invitation came to receive the Son, as God’s appointed King through His messengers and prophets, the Jews rejected them, and therefore, God’s Messiah too. They made light of it…And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them (Mt. 22:5, 6). In reality, they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him…We have no king but Caesar. (Jn. 19:15)

Not only did they slay the messengers (the Lord’s prophets) but eventually they would also slay the Messiah – Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. (Acts 2: 23). The consequence of such a rebellious rejection of the Messiah was to invoke God’s wrath upon them. He sent the Roman armies to raze their city (Jerusalem) to the ground in 70A.D. in fulfilment of what was predicted in the parable – When the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. (Mt. 22:7)
The marriage invitation was then extended to others. Thus, saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. (Mt.22: 8-10). These new guests would of course be the Gentiles (and also those Jews who would receive the invitation). They were accepted provided they were properly dressed. One was not, and he was thrown out because he did not put on the wedding garment! And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment…Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

The lesson for all of us to learn: The Gospel of the Kingdom was first proclaimed to the Jews but they rejected it and they were and are still being punished today. Now the Gentiles (non-Jews) and receptive Jews have their chance but they must fulfil one condition – they must put on the wedding garment, i.e. believe in Christ and put on Christ.  
Do you have a Wedding Garment to attend the Gospel Feast? 
REFLECT.
2. Jews and Gentiles today who believe in Jesus as their Saviour are now members of the Body of Christ, the Church – For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles… (I Cor. 12:13) and we are the Bride of Christ - …for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready…And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. Rev. 19:7. 9 These guests are the future Jews and Gentiles who are citizens of the King’s Kingdom but are not members of His Church. Are you part of the Bride of Christ now or going to be just a Guest at the Marriage Feast in the future or be cast out into outer darkness because you do not have a wedding garment, Christ?  
REFLECT.

I’m invited to a supper, ’Tis a marriage feast and grand,

’Tis the greatest of all banquets Ever known on sea or land;

There will be a countless host of guests, The Bridegroom and the Bride,

And all who to this supper go, On shining clouds shall ride.
Yes, I have an invitation, I can take my friends along,

There is only one condition— You must know redemption’s song.

So, then, put your wedding garments on, For you cannot do it there;


The wedding bells are soon to ring, You have no time to spare. 
F.E. Rimanoczy
Points To Ponder: Are you part of the Bride, a Guest or an Outcast at the Wedding Feast 


of the Lamb? You can only be one of these!
