R617 (R66) Rumination for December 4, 2016

The Theme: 
The Shepherd


The Text:  
The LORD is my shepherd.
Psa. 23:1
The Thots: 


A. The Person Who is my Shepherd – The LORD is my shepherd
Psa. 23:1
1. God is the Shepherd of Israel.
Psa. 80:1

2. The Messiah Who shall come in the future will be a Shepherd.
Isa. 40:10, 11

3. Christ is the Shepherd of the Church:


a. As the Good Shepherd He Redeemed and Recognises His Sheep.
John 10:11, 14


I am the good shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep…


I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.

b. As the Great Shepherd He Refreshes His Saints for Service unto God.
Heb. 13:20, 21


He makes it possible for God to make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory for ever and ever.

c. As the Chief Shepherd He will Reward His under-Shepherds.

I Pet. 5:4


When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

B. He is the Seeking Shepherd.
Lk. 15:4-7
1. He Seeks after that which is lost cf. all the publicans and sinners
15:4 cf. v.1
He has to Leave the ninety and nine cf. the just persons, which need no repentance. 15:4 cf. 7

2. He Spares no effort to find that which is lost – until he find it.
15:4b
The one Lost sheep is precious to Him.

3. There Shall be joy in heaven when the lost sheep is found.
15:6, 7


He calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, 


“Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.”
4. The Soul that repents brings joy; the 99 Sinners that repent not, do not.
15:7

C. He is the Sacrificing Shepherd.
Jn. 10:11

Christ is the Shepherd and His relationship to the sheep is presented under three figures:-
1. He is the Shepherd of the flock. 


Only to Him will the Guard (Porter) open the Gate – not to a robber or thief.
10:1-4


2. He is the Gate through whom the sheep enter.
10:7-9
a. They can go into the Pen where they are Provided for and Protected.

b. They can go out into the field to find Pasture.

3. He is the Good Shepherd.
a. The good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
10:11

Unlike the hireling who seeks to save his life and sacrifice his sheep.
10:12, 13

b. I am the good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.
He knows the sheep and the sheep know Him.


· So the Good Shepherd Sacrificed His Life for the Sheep in the fold (Jews/Israel)


and for the other sheep not of this fold (Gentiles)…
10:16
i. The good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.
10:11

ii. I lay down My life for the sheep.
10:15

iii. I lay down My life, that I might take it again.
10:17

iv. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.
10:18

· …that there shall be one fold (the Church of Jews and Gentiles), and one Shepherd. 10:16
Thus, on this day, let us remember the Lord Who is our Shepherd (Psa. 23:1)

the Good Shepherd Who Sought after the Sheep (Lk. 15:4-7)

and Sacrificed His life for the Sheep. (Jn. 10:11)
We’ll sing of the Shepherd that died, That died for the sake of the flock!

His love to the utmost was tried, But firmly endured as a rock.

When blood from a victim must flow, This Shepherd by pity, was led

To stand between us and the foe, And willingly die in our stead.

Our song then for ever shall be Of the Shepherd Who gave Himself thus,

No subject’s so glorious as He; No theme’s so affecting to us.




T. Kelly
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.


R. 617
1. Next to Jerusalem, Bethlehem has been a City of Conflicts, Confrontations and Contradictions.
When I visited Israel the first time nearly a decade ago, I could not get to visit Bethlehem and the Shepherd’s Field because there was a conflict between the Jews and the Palestinians then.  It was only in my recent second visit that my group and I managed to see the place.

Bethlehem has a noted history in the Bible. It was originally called Ephrath (Gen 35:16, 19; Gen 48:7; Ruth 4:11). It was the burial place of Rachel who died and was buried there “by the wayside” after she had given birth to Benjamin. (Gen. 35:16-19)
In the love story of Ruth and Boaz, we are told that Elimelech, Ruth’s father-in-law, and Boaz her husband, were both Bethlehemites (Ruth 1:1, 2; 2:4)
David, himself was born in Bethlehem, and it was even referred to as “city of David” (Lk. 2:4). David was anointed king there – Samuel…came to Bethlehem… then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him [David] in the midst of his brethren. (I Sam.16:4, 13)
Bethlehem held a very special place in David’s life so much so even when he was fleeing from his enemies he longed for the freshness of the water at Bethlehem’s well to quench his thirst. His three heroes then risked their lives to go through enemies’ lines to fetch the water for him. Seeing such a brave act from his valiant men, he poured out the water they had brought back for him on the desert sand. This was to show the high honour he held in respect of their great sacrifice for him. He, in turn, was prepared to pour out his life a sacrifice upon theirs as a drink offering unto the Lord. 
Cf. what Paul did on the sacrifice of the Philippian saints (Phil. 2:17); see also Rumination 615). 

But most importantly Bethlehem Ephratah, was prophesied by Micah that Jesus, the Messiah, Himself would come out from there. Thus, Micah 5:2 –  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
And this prophecy probably inspired the magi from the east to search for this ruler in Israel Who was to be born in Bethlehem as King of the Jews: Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him (Matt. 2:1-2).
As Bethlehem was associated with a line of ancestors related to Jesus before He was born, so Nazarath, the place where Jesus grew up in, became a village despised by others. (Jn. 1:46 –
And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.
Come and see! Have you come to Nazareth and met Jesus, the Nazarene?

Come Dec. 25, the people of the world would focus their attention on the Birthplace of Jesus in Bethlehem. They would probably think little of Him Who was born there (Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah) and grew up as an unknown Nazarene. Instead they will probably substitute Him with Santa Claus. Would you be different from them all? 
Or would you be like the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, after she had met Jesus, left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, Come, see a Man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?  (Jn. 4:28, 29). It is less than one month more before Christmas. Would you start preparing to proclaim to your friends: Come, see a Man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? To do so you must first know The Man!

REFLECT.
2. Yes, it is less than one month more before Christmas. How are you preparing for that day?
Going out to the commercial complexes to search for scenic Christmas cards or to the Net for 

e-greeting cards to send to your relatives and friends? Looking out for Christmas trees and dainty ornaments to decorate them? Buying Christmas gifts for your kids and other children? Decorating your home with Christmas adornments to signify the dawning of the Yuletide festivities and highlighting the man of the hour – Santa Claus? 

For you, will CHRISTmas be Christ-Centred or a Celebration of X-mas where Christ is Crossed out? What preparations are you making now?

REFLECT
Points to Ponder? Will the Coming Christmas be Christ-Centred (as in CHRISTmas) 


 or Christ-Crossed out (as in X-mas) to be substituted by a Claus? 
