R607 (R65) Rumination for Sept. 25, 2016

The Theme: 
I will spare them


The Text:  
I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.
Mal. 3:17
The Thots: 

A. As A Man will spare his own son

Mal. 3:17
1. God will spare His people, Israel – I will spare them
2. Even though they had been Rebels, the Remnant will Repent and Return to the Lord. 

3:18
3. On that day when He makes up His jewels, because…
a. He will remember His Covenant with Abraham.
Lev. 26:42

Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, 

and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land.
b. He will remember those whose Conversation is Centred on Him.

i. they that feared the LORD spake often one to another:
Mal. 3:16a
ii. (they)… that thought upon His name. 
Mal. 3:16c
c. He will remember those who Celebrate, honour and revere His Person.


a book of remembrance was written… of those who revered the LORD.
Mal. 3:16b, NRSV
B. Abraham Spared not his son.

Gen. 22:10, 12
Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
…thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.
1. God asked Abraham to Sacrifice his Son as an Offering to Him on a mountain in Moriah.
Gen. 22:2

Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; 
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 
a. He was Abraham’s Only son – the son through whom God’s covenant promise would be fulfilled.

b. He was the Long-awaited son whom Abraham Loved – he had waited 100 years!
Cf. Gen. 17:17

2. The Angel of the Lord Stopped Abraham when he Showed his willingness to Obey.
Gen. 22:12

Lay not thine hand upon the lad…for now I know that thou fearest God, 

seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.
C. God Spared Abraham’s son.

Gen. 22:13
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 
1. God Provided Abraham with a ram as Substitute.
2. Abraham had Proved his love for God.

3. Abraham had Passed the test of Obedience.

D. God Spared not His own Son.

Rom. 8:32


He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
1. God spared not the angels that sinned but Delivered them unto judgment.
II Pet. 2:4
2. God spared not the old world, but Drowned it in the flood.

II Pet. 2:5

3. God spared not Israel, when they were Disobedient but “cast” them out.

Rom. 11:20, 21

4. God spared not His Son, when we sinned against Him, but Delivered Him up…

Rom. 8:32
a. In order to Commend His love for us, by Sending His Son to die on the cross.

Rom. 5:8
b. – He was “Compelled” to Sacrifice His only Son, the Son Whom He loved; there was no other way.
c. – No Substitute Could be found for His Son. He was the Substitute for us Himself. I Pet. 2:24
God spared not His own Son, His only Son, the Son Whom He Loved to save us.
The least we can do is not to spare ourselves but give our all to remember Him this Lord’s Day.

And a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the LORD,


and that thought upon His Name.
Mal. 3:16
God sent His Son – they called Him Jesus, He came to love, heal and forgive;

He lived and died to buy my pardon, An empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives.

Because He lives I can face tomorrow, Because He lives all fear is gone;

Because I know He holds the future And life is worth the living – just because He lives.


William J. Gaither

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 607
Abraham was asked by God to “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, 
and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. (Gen. 22:2)
1. What is the significance of Moriah in the Bible?
Though Abraham was asked by God to sacrifice his son, Isaac on one of the mountains in the land of Moriah, we cannot be sure if it was on Mt. Moriah. The land of Moriah is only mentioned here and we cannot identify for sure the actual spot or mountain where Isaac was sacrificed. However we are told in II Chr. 3:1, ASV that Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem on mount Moriah, where Jehovah appeared unto David his father, which he made ready in the place that David had appointed, in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite.  (Cf. II Sam. 24:18-25)
So Solomon built the first temple on Mount Moriah!  (Was Isaac sacrificed on that site?) 


400 years later in 587/596 B.C. it was destroyed by the Babylonian armies of King Nebuchadnezzar.  However, after their 70 years’ of Babylonian Captivity, the Jews were allowed by King Cyrus of Persia to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.  This second temple was expanded and extended by King Herod in the first century into the time of Jesus Who prophesied its destruction (Mt. 24:1-2) which was literally and fully fulfilled in 70A.D. when Titus led the Roman army to raze it to the ground.
Today only a small section of the wall surrounding Jerusalem remains, known as the Western Wall or the Wailing Wall. The Temple Mount now sits atop of Mount Moriah in the Old City of Jerusalem where the Jewish temple once stood. Together with it are also located the Muslim Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque.
It is believed that a third temple will rise again when Messiah comes to restore the nation of Israel. Today there is no temple in Jerusalem.  But there is mention of a future temple in the following texts:
II Thessalonians 2:3-4 – Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except…that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition…that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

Revelation 11:1, 2 – And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles…

Ezekiel chaps. 41:1-42:20 – Afterward he brought me to the temple, and measured the posts…

…42:8  For the length of the chambers that were in the utter court was fifty cubits: and, lo, before the temple were an hundred cubits.
Today the Muslim shrine, the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque stand above what is believed to be the site of the Jewish Temple.  If the future third temple is to rise again on its original site, what will have to happen? Are there signs of it happening today tomorrow? 



REFLECT
2.  Nearly a fortnight ago, Muslims all over the world celebrated Eid al-Adha or the Feast of Sacrifice commemorating what they believe was Prophet Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son (unnamed in the Kur'an) in accordance with God’s will. However, God later provided him with a ram to sacrifice instead (Gen. 22:1-13).  Which son did Abraham offer for sacrifice – Ishmael or Isaac? 
See a discussion of this question at: http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/sacrifice.htm 

Which of the two can perfectly fulfil the prophetic picture of Jesus, as God’s one and only Son being sacrificed as a Lamb for your sins (Jn. 1:29)?  
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: We need not have to go as pilgrims to Mt. Moriah to worship before we die; we are already made priests to offer sacrifices as pilgrims on our way to heaven. (I Pet. 2:5)
