R601_(R63) Rumination for 14 August, 2016.   
by KC Ung
The Theme: 
Remember Zion
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  
when we remembered Zion.
Psa. 137:1
The Thots: 

A. Israel Remembered Zion, and Wept.
We wept, when we remembered Zion.
Psa. 137:1-4
1. They hanged up their harps in Sorrow.
We hanged our harps upon the willows
137:2

2. Their captors requested them to Sing.
”Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
137:3

3. They could not sing the Lord’s Song…
How shall we sing the Lord's song… in a Strange land?
137:4

B. Israel asked that they not forget Zion, and Vowed
Psa. 137:5, 7


1. If they forgot, let them lose their skill in Music

137:5


If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

2. If they did not remember, let them be Mute.

137:6


If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.

C. The 144,000 will be remembered on Mount Zion, and they will shout!
Rev. 14:1-3

The Father’s Name is written on their foreheads – they are remembered.

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him 

an hundred forty and four thousand, having His Father's name written in their foreheads.

1. They Remain no more in a strange land – they are on Mount Zion!
14:1


Lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him an hundred forty and four thousand.

2. They are the Redeemed from the earth; they are no captives in a strange land!
14:3


The hundred and forty and four thousand, which were Redeemed from the earth

3. They Rejoice with their harps – their harps no more hang on the willows.
14:2


I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps.

4. Their Refrain is ever the new song that only they can sing.
14:3

a. It is the Song of the Lord.

cf. Psa. 137:4

b. It is the Song of Moses – the Song of Redemption from the Land of Egypt.
15:3 cf. Exo. Ch. 15

c. It is the Song of the Lamb:

15:3


Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, Thou King of saints.

D. The Church will Revere on Mount Zion and they are on their way.
Heb. 12:22-24, 28

Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.
12:22, 23

1. For Company, the Church will have angels and spirits of men made perfect.
12:22-23

2. The City they are going to is that of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
12:22

3. The Covenant that makes it possible is through the blood of Jesus.
12:24

4. The Commitment for now

12:28


 Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

a. Let us Rejoice in His grace – 

Rom. 5:2


We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

b. Let us Render service, i.e. worship God acceptably with reverence and awe
12:28, NIV

Serve (Gk. latreuo) = to minister (to God), i.e. render religious homage:--serve, do the service, worship

i. Let us harp with Music in our hearts in Reverence of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:5

Cf. If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

ii. Let us not be Mute in our Remembrance of Him.
Cf. Psa. 137:6

Cf. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; 
      If I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.
iii. Let us in Mind and spirit Remember Jesus as we take of the Cup of the Covenant.
I Cor. 11:25


"This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Come, ye that love the Lord, and let your joys be known.

Join in a song with sweet accord, and thus surround the throne.

Let those who refuse to sing Who never knew our God;

But children of the heavenly king, Must speak their joys abroad.

We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion;

We’re marching upward to Zion, The beautiful city of God.  

Dr. Waltz
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 601

1. There is much confusion as to the meaning of Zion or the exact site it refers to.  A reference to good Bible commentaries will show how it was applied in David’s time, in the epoch of the early prophets, in poetical writings as in the Psalms, etc. and even in Christian times.
Without going into depth of the different uses of Zion in Scripture and locating its exact site, may it be briefly stated, for our purpose, that Zion refers to historical Jerusalem of the Jebusites in David’s time (also known as the city of David), the Jerusalem of the present with particular reference to the Temple Mount (itself being controversial) and the Heavenly Jerusalem, the City of God from above.  (See Rumination 600).

To the Jews, Zion has a special place in their hearts – they must never forget Zion or Jerusalem. (Psalm 137:1, 5, 6)  - By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion…If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.
To the Christians, Zion is the Heavenly Jerusalem, the city of God, we are heading to. (Heb. 12: 22-24) – But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.
Both, Israel and Judah who will benefit from the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8) and all believers in Jesus, Who is their Mediator of the New Covenant as well, and the Heavenly Hosts will all be there in Heavenly Jerusalem, the City of the living God in Heavenly Jerusalem.
What a great, grand and glorious gathering that will be when all together the saints in heavenly Jerusalem, in Zion, the City of God will sing “a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth and…the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
Can you picture (not imagine) this awesome, amazing, majestic scene in heaven where you will be one future day?  Hallelujah to our Lord and Glory be to His Name.
REFLECT.

2. Today, the Jews are looking forward to worship in Zion again at the Temple Mount where the first two temples were first sited (though not exactly). They are looking forward to the construction of their third temple (cf. Eze. 41-44) which they claim is under the Dome of the Rock where it stands today.
The Western Wall, the last remnant of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem which was destroyed by the Romans in 70A.D. is another sacred site to the Jews. There, every day Jews (who have been praying there for centuries) would pray three times and one important prayer is that their Temple will be rebuilt and another would be their Messiah would come. In actual fact, their Messiah had already come but they had rejected Him. Now He is coming again to deliver the Jews from destruction in the last battle at Armageddon. (Zech. 14:1-7; Rev. 16:14-16)
For believers in Christ, we await His coming to take us back to be with Him where He is (Jn. 14:1-3; I Thes. 4:16, 17). Are you ready for His coming?

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
A pilgrimage to Earthly Zion today can never be compared to our being

ushered into the Heavenly Sion we are heading for one future day.
