R. 594(R70)  Rumination for June 26, 2016 
KC Ung
The Theme: 
The House of the Lord

The Text:
...and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Psalm 23:6
The Thots: 


A. The House of the Lord in the Word.
1. “House” is bayiṯ in Hebrew. It occurs more than 2000 times in the O. T.

2. “Lord” is God’s personal covenant Name.
3. “House of the Lord” occurs Numerous times (230) in the Old Testament. (KJV)
4. “House of the Lord” does not occur even once in the New Testament. (KJV)

B. The “House of the Lord” in the Garden of Eden.
1. God Created Man to Commune with him. He was in The Lord’s “house” in the Garden.

Gen. 
a. The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the man whom he had formed. 
2:8

b. The Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.  

2:15

c. The Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 2:18
d. The rib which the Lord God had taken from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto the man.  
2:22

e. And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.

3:8
2. But The Lord God Chased Man out when he and the woman Committed sin in disobeying Him.

Gen.
a. The man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 
3:12

b. And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of Us, to know good and evil: 
and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

3:22
Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden… 

3:23
c. So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims…

3:24
C. The House of the Lord in Israel
After this, the Lord God still sought to dwell with Man. Thus, when He Called Israel out to be His People…
1. He Commanded them to Construct Him the Tabernacle.
Exo. 25:8
Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. And there I will meet with thee…Exo. 25:22 
2. Later, He Committed Solomon to build Him a Temple.
a. David wanted to build a Temple for the Lord, but he was Prohibited from doing so.
II Sam. 7:5-6 
b. It was his Son, Solomon who was given the Privilege to build the house of the Lord.
II Sam.7:12-13 

And when thy (David’s) days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels…He shall build an house for My name…
c. But Solomon’s Temple was razed to the ground by the Babylonians in 587/6 B.C.
3. Zerubbabel Returned to Jerusalem under Cyrus’ decree and Rebuilt the Temple in 515 B.C.  
Ezra 6:14-16 
And this house was finished…in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.
4. But there was no Record of God’s Shekinah Glory Resting in it as with Solomon’s Temple. Ct. I Kgs 8:10f
And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the LORD.
5. King Herod later enlarged the Temple making it Better and Bigger than it had ever been.
But the glory of the Lord was not there and it had become a den of thieves at the time of Christ. Mk.11:17 

And He taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves.

It was destroyed in 70AD by the Roman general Titus. Today, there is no Temple for the Jews!
D. The House of the Lord in the Church. 

1. In the New Testament, the house of the Lord does not occur even once.
See #A  Acts 17:24 
Cp. God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
2. God now dwells in His Church. His People are themselves the Temple of God. 
I Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19, 20

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
      If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
E. The House of the Lord in Heaven,

1. Heaven is the House of the Lord, there will be no more physical Temple there. 

Rev. 21:22 

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
2. In the meanwhile, the Lord’s Person and Presence will be where His People are gathered:

Hence, where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.  Matt. 18:20
3. When we are Gathered toGether to keep the Lord’s Supper, we are the House of the Lord – Cp. I Cor. 11:20
When ye come together therefore into one place…to eat the Lord's supper.
4. We can thus Remember Him as He Reminded us to and Worship Him.
I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
We are building day by day As the moments glide away,

Our temple which the world may not see; Every victory won by grace


Will be sure to find its place, In our building for eternity.
Fanny Crosby
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 594
1. It is very significant that while “the house of the Lord” occurs over 200 times in the Old Testament, it does not occur even once in the New Testament.  The reason is obvious.
The Old Covenant dealt mainly with God’s Chosen people, the nation of Israel. The Lord God then was establishing His examples of where and how He should be worshipped. With them it was a physical form of worship; hence, the need of the Tabernacle or Temple with its rites and rituals for the people to learn that God is a Holy God and they that worship Him must be holy. These were physical examples that would pass away when the reality of the spiritual people and worship set in. They were but shadows of the real substance of things to come. (Heb. 10:1)
God need not have to dwell in concrete earthly buildings.  His House/Home is Heaven and the universe.  Thus, Paul reminded the Athenians who were so engrossed with worship in their temples and altars raised to “the unknown God” – (Acts 17:24, 25)

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though He needed any thing, seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things.

The Jews and other nations failed to learn this lesson. Formal Christians included. Today, in Jerusalem, many magnificent religious and church buildings stand as a testimony still to a physical form of worship.  “Pilgrims” make their way to these so-called sacred sites where these grandiose church buildings are built with numerous legends and traditions woven into their  sacred history. Inside, more glorious still, are the sight of the altars, icons (could they be idols?) placed prominently in the sight of these “pilgrims” for worship.
The followers seem to have lost what the Lord told the Samaritan woman of how God should be worshipped: (John 4:20-24). When the woman claimed, Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and Ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.

Samaritan worship needed the followers to go to Mt. Gerizim; and the Jews would go to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  Both followed forms of physical worship.  Today, the time that now is, we worship God in spirit and in truth. We need no more to go to these places or mounts or temples to worship. We worship God in spirit and in truth where we are.
Are you influenced by the stained-glass windows, the glorious sun’s rays that come through them, the statues or statuettes (icons? Or should they be idols?) at the side and in front in these buildings in order to worship God? Do you still need the rituals conducted by ordained officers to lead you to worship? Do you need these physical props and personnel to help you worship? – they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
REFLECT.
2. While buildings are not important for worship, they are still needed today as places for God’s people to gather. God’s people themselves are “the Temple” and where they are gathered they are “the house of the Lord” because each is the temple of God and the Holy Spirit. (I Cor. 3:16; 6:19, 20). More importantly, we need to keep our bodies sanctified. Hence, the warning: – If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are (I Cor. 3:17).
Just as we are the temples of God, it does not mean that we need not go to the places where God’s people are gathered. We need to because where two or three are gathered in His Name,   He is in the midst. (Mt. 18:20), and we need to take heed to the warning not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (Heb. 10:25)
Do you keep your body pure, holy and undefiled as the temple of the Lord? 

Do you gather with the Lord’s people regularly for worship, prayer and service? 
REFLECT

Points to Ponder:  The God of the universe does not Inhabit temples and church buildings on earth, but He Indwells every born-again believer in Jesus as His temple!
