R584 (R58) Rumination for Apr. 17, 2016.   
by KC Ung
The Theme: 
Led by the Spirit.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God 
Rom. 8:14
The Thots: 

A. The Saviour was Led by the Spirit.

Lk. 4:1

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. 

1. The Conditions of Jesus being led by the Spirit.

a. Jesus was First Full of the Spirit - And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 
Lk. 4:1a

i. He was Conceived…of the Holy Ghost at Birth.
Mt. 1:20 cf. 1:18

ii. He was Consecrated by the Bestowal of the Spirit for His Mission – 
Isa. 61:1a-3

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me…

iii. God Committed Him for public Ministry at His Baptism.

The Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:
And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:16a
2. The Course of Jesus as He was led of the Spirit. He was led…
a. Into the Wilderness to be tested by Satan to prove He was the Worthy Son of God. 
Mt. 4:3, 6
And when the tempter came to Him, he said, If Thou be the Son of God…
b. To the Written Scriptures – He used the Word to counter all Satan’s attacks.

But He answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

c. To offer Himself Without blemish as Sacrifice for our Sin.
Heb. 9:14

The blood of the Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God
B. Sinners Saved by grace are Led by the Spirit.



1. Those Led by the Spirit.
a. They are the Sons of God: 
Rom. 8:14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

b. They are those Set free from the bondage of the Law: 
Gal. 5:18

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

2. Those Living in the Spirit
a. The Conditions for Living in the Spirit:

i. They must first be Born of the Spirit.
Jn. 3:5 

Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
ii. And at the same time Sealed with the Spirit:
Eph. 1:13, NKJV

In Him you also…having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.


iii. They are no more in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.
Rom. 8:9

b. The Command to be filled with [lit. in] the Spirit
Eph. 5:18

i. The Character of those who Live in the Spirit – let us also Walk in the Spirit. 
Gal. 5:25
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
Gal. 5:16
ii. For we are the Circumcision, which Worship God in the spirit…
Phil. 3:3
iii. …the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Jn. 4:23, 24

c. The Consequence: they will have the Fulness of the Spirit:

Note: Jesus was full of the Holy Ghost… [when He] was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. Lk. 4:1

i. The Seven Brethren of honest report [were] full of the Holy Ghost when appointed to serve. Acts 6:3

ii. Stephen…full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God. Acts 7:55

iii. Barnabas was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.

Acts 11:24

d. The Conduct of being Filled in the Spirit: 
One is Led to the Scriptures to Sing from the Scriptures:
	Eph. 5:18, 19
	Col. 3:16

	Be filled with the Spirit;
	Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom

	Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
	teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

	singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
	singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord


On this Lord’s Day at the Lord’s Supper, let us Worship the Lord in Spirit, be filled in the Spirit and be led by the Spirit to the Scriptures to Sing and make melody in our hearts, singing with Grace to the Glory of God.
I am resolved, and who will go with me? Come, friends, without delay,


Taught by the Bible, led by the Spirit, We’ll walk the heav’nly way.
P. Hartsough
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 584

1.
The Ministry of the Holy Spirit probably is one of the most controversial issues in Christendom and Christianity today. Many fail to see the finer nuances in His refined ministry and confuse the different aspects of His ministry with others. 

For instance, in making His promise to His disciples concerning His sending of the Comforter (the Holy Spirit) to earth when He returned to heaven, Jesus said:

Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, 

neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  

(Jn. 14:17, KJV)

The Lord said that the Spirit of truth “dwelleth (Present Tense) with you” and “shall be 
 (Future Tense) in you”.

Note the different tenses used by the Lord and the prepositions employed – with and in you. In what way was the Holy Spirit already with the Lord’s disciples then, but later in the future, will be in them?

Connecting this with the text before it, viz. Jn. 14:16
And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever;
The Lord, not only promised that the Spirit would be in them but also abide with them forever. The “with” (Gk. meta) here is a different Greek word from “with” in verse 17 which is para.

According to Strong, with (para) in vs. 17 is 
a primary preposition; properly near, i.e. (with general) from beside (literal or figurative), …at (or in) the vicinity of (object or subject), ...to the proximity with…
and “with” (Gk. meta)  in v. 16 is 
a primary preposition…properly denoting accompaniment; “amid”…

What can you learn from the usage of the prepositions  with regard to the Spirit’s relationship with Christ’s disciples at the time Jesus was speaking to them and the time that would come in the Spirit’s relationship with them, and ultimately, with us?



There are other prepositions employed with the Spirit’s ministry. A few are listed below.

(Quotations below are from the KJV).

· John 3:6 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
· Galatians 5:25 – If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
· Romans 8:14 – For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
· Eph. 5:18 – Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
What can you learn of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in relation to your life from the above? 

Would you as a Christian ever pray David’s prayer when he sinned against God:


Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Psa. 51:11


If so, why?  If not, why not?
REFLECT.

2.
Theologians and Bible commentators also use certain terms associated with the ministry of the Spirit.  Not all agree on the meaning of each. 

For instance, do you know the difference in each of the following?
REFLECT
· Born of the Spirit.
Jn. 3:6
· Baptism by (lit. in; not “of”) the Spirit.
I Cor. 12:13

· Filling with (lit. in) the Spirit.
Eph. 5:18
· Fulness of the Spirit. 
Lk. 4:1; Acts 6:3
Points To Ponder: Spirited Singing of a “Spiritual Song” may not be Spirit-led.
