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The Theme: Jesus Wept
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The Text: Jesus wept.
Jn. 11:35
The Thots: 

A. Jesus Wept with Others.
Jn. 11:35
1. Jesus Wept in sympathy with others who Wept over the death of an Individual (Lazarus).
a. The Cause of the weeping – Lazarus whom they Loved had died.
Jn. 11:33-35
When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, 
He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled…Jesus wept.
See #1.e below
b. Martha Complained Jesus’ Coming was too Late.
Jn. 11:21
Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

c. Jesus’ disciples did not Comprehend His Love in His non-action.
Jn. 11:5, 6
Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When He had heard therefore 
that he was sick, He abode two days still in the same place where He was.

d. The Commitment of the Lord to what was going to happen:
Jn. 11:4
This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

e. Thus, the Compassion of Jesus with those He Loved – Jesus wept.
Jn. 11:35
“Wept” is Gk. dakryō, from dakru = to shed tears (in sympathy?)
Strong; ct. #2a below]
f. Then Jesus Completed what He Came to do – He raised Lazarus to Life again.
Jn. 11:43, 44

And when He thus had spoken, He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 
And he that was dead came forth… Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and Let him go.

· Lazarus needed to die so that he could be raised to life and bring Glory to God!
2. Jesus Wept over Israel (the City of Jerusalem) – He beheld the city, and wept over it.
Lk. 19:41

a. The Crying over the City.
Lk. 19:41
Wept [Gk. klaiō] = wail aloud. Jesus deeply grieved and heart-broken!
Strong. Ct. #1.e above
b. The Cause – the Condition of the City.
Lk. 19:42
They intentionally sinned against God and forfeited their peace; no more excuse for them to be spared.
If thou hadst known…the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.

c. The Condemnation: the Coming devastation of the City
Lk. 19:43, 44
The days shall come upon thee that thine enemies shall…compass thee round…

and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; 
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation
· This was fulfilled in 70A.D.
See #3 below.
3. But Jesus did not Want others to Weep for Him…
(See #2 above)
a. When He was Led away to be Crucified. He Could hardly even Carry the Cross.
Lk. 26:26a
b. So They Laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, Coming out of the Country, 
and on him they Laid the Cross, that he might bear it after Jesus.
Lk. 26:26b
c. Jesus Lamented and was Concerned with what would befall them after He was gone; 
 26:28-30
He said: Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 

· Many of these Lived to see the Lord’s Prediction fulfilled when Jerusalem was razed to the ground by the Romans in 70A.D. and the Jews scattered to the four Corners of the earth!
· Since then the Jews had been Wailing at the Western Wall for the restoration of their Temple 
and the Coming of their Messiah Whom they failed to recognise when He first Came!
B. Others Who Wept because of Jesus.
1. Peter Wept – And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.
Lk. 22:62
a. Jesus Forecast that Peter would deny Him.
Mt. 26:34

Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice.
b. No, Peter was confident that he would never Forsake Jesus:
Mt. 26:35
Peter said unto him, Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee. 
c. What Jesus Foretold was Fulfilled when the Cock Crew and he [Peter] Cried.
Lk. 22:60-62

Peter remembered the word of Jesus…Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
And he went out, and wept bitterly.

d. He denied Jesus three times, he had to confess Jesus three times before He was restored.  Jn. 21:15-17
2. Mary Magdalene Wept.
a. Because she could not find the Buried Body of Jesus.
Jn. 20:11-13

Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept…
b. But the Risen Jesus was Behind her at her Back.
Jn. 20:14
When she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

c. Finally she Beheld Jesus and Recognised Him when Jesus saith…Mary. 
She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.
Jn. 20:16

As we seek to Remember Jesus this day, let us be able to Recognise His voice.


He calls out to us by name; may we be able to Respond with a my Master, My Lord and my God.
Who is this in silence bending O’er a dark sepulchral cave?

Sympathetic sorrow blending With the tears around that grave?


Christ the Lord is standing by, At the tomb of Bethany.
John R. Macduff,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 616

1. The following hymn was composed by Fanny Crosby. If at all there was any one who could treasure the words of scripture that Jesus wept, Fanny would probably be the one. 
Below is an extract taken from The Cyber Hymnal about her life:
Born :March 24, 1820, Brewster, Putnam County, New York. 
Died: February 12, 1915, Bridgeport, Connecticut

Fanny Crosby was probably the most prolific hymnist in history. 
Though blinded by an incompetent doctor at six weeks of age, 
she wrote over 8,000 hymns. 
About her blindness, Fanny said:

It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.



http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/c/r/o/crosby_fj.htm
How sweet in every trying scene, That wounds the spirit here,

To feel that Jesus bore our grief, And know He still is near;

O ye who o’er the couch of death Your lonely watch have kept,

Tho’ anguish rend your aching breast, Remember Jesus wept.

He groaned in spirit while He spoke: Where have you laid the dead?

Lord, come and see, they murmured low, He followed where they led;

Beneath a cold sepulchral stone An only brother slept,

And angels wondered as they gazed, For lo! the Savior wept.

How oft the prayer our lips would breathe The heart alone may speak;

How oft the penitential tear Bedews the mourner’s cheek:

Poor child of toil, though dark and sad, Thy weary lot may be,

With few to smooth life’s rugged path, Thy Savior wept for thee.



Fanny Crosby

Could the above lyrics ever be written by someone who was blind all her life and could by right claim to weep for herself and her sufferings through the trials she bore and to get sympathy for them from others outside of her? Would such a person not have the right to “fish for sympathy?”
Fanny never did so for her whole life of blindness of almost 95 years because she remembered Jesus wept. Would these precious words of scripture “Jesus wept” hold similar challenges for you in whatever circumstances you are at this particular time?


Jesus wept.
REFLECT.
2. Here is another hymn to challenge those who do not know and who have not known Jesus in this very intimate relationship in your life.  Read the lyrics and see if you can identify yourself with the song-writer who had experienced what it was to know Jesus wept.
REFLECT
Weeping will not save me— Tho’ my face were bathed in tears,

That could not allay my fears, Could not wash the sins of years—

Weeping will not save me.

Refrain:
Jesus wept and died for me; Jesus suffered on the tree;

Jesus waits to make me free; He alone can save me.

Working will not save me— Purest deeds that I can do,

Holiest thoughts and feelings, too, Cannot form my soul anew—

Working will not save me.

Waiting will not save me— Helpless, guilty, lost, I lie;

In my ear is mercy’s cry; If I wait I can but die—

Waiting will not save me.

Faith in Christ will save me— Let me trust Thy weeping Son,

Trust the work that He has done; To His arms, Lord, help me run—

Faith in Christ will save me.
Robert Lowry
Points To Ponder: Yesterday Jesus Wept for the Jews; Today the Jews are Wailing at the Western 



  Wall for their Messiah to come?
