R615 Rumination for November 20, 2016
by KC Ung
The Theme: Three important Wells
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Isaac digged again the Wells of Water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham.
Gen. 26:18
The Thots: 

A. The Well at Marah.
1. Israel Went three days in the Wilderness, and found no Water.
Exo. 15:22

2. At Marah, they saw a Well with Water but the water was Brackish and Bitter. 
Exo. 15:23

When they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter.
3. The Murmuring against Moses at Marah.
Exo. 15:24
And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?

4. The Miracle and the Message:
Exo. 15:25, 26
a. The Miracle: And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, 

which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: 
b. The Message: If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in His sight, and wilt give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.
· Note: The Tree in Marah Sweetened the Bitter Waters – 
  The Cross (tree) of Christ Bore the Bitterness of Sin and in its place offered us 

  the Sweet Waters of Salvation.
Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
Jn. 4:13, 14
5. The Prospect and the Provision in Elim:
Exo. 15:27
And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten [70] palm trees.
a. Here there was Water to Quench their Thirst.
b. There were Palm trees to Quell their Hunger. 
c. Both Quashed their Tiredness and provided Shade and Shelter for them to rest.
· Note: When we take of the Waters of Salvation it is a Step towards a life of full Satisfaction.
B. The Well of Moses
 

1. Moses was fleeing from Pharaoh to Midian. 
Exo. 2:15; 3:1

Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well…
2. Moses’ Did good Deed for the priest of Midian’s Daughters.
Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock…Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock.
3. Moses Moved in to Dwell with the priest and he gave him his Daughter in Marriage.
Exo. 2:21
Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 
4. ​Cf. Abraham’s Servant Securing a wife for Isaac also at a well:
Gen. 24:43-44, 51 Behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink; And she say to me,
Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master's son… Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the LORD hath spoken.

· The Spirit led us to the Lord as His Bride. We can now Sound to all:
Rev. 22:17 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 

And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
C. The Well where Jesus Met the Samaritan Woman.
Jn.  4
1. Jesus went to Sychar’s Well – Then cometh He to a city of Samaria…called Sychar,…

    Now Jacob's well was there.  
4:5, 6a
2. Jesus…being wearied with His journey, Sat thus on the Well. 
4:6b

3. There He met a Samaritan Woman (4:7a): Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 
4:7

4. She was surprised that He (a Jew) would speak to a Samaritan (and a Woman) too!
4:9

5. Jesus then offered her Water (that would) Spring…up into everlasting life.
4:14
6. She took up the offer and also learned how she must Worship [God] in Spirit and in truth. 
4:24
7. After this, she became a Soul Winner – The Woman then left her Waterpot, and Went her way into the city, and Saith…Come, See a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?
4:28, 29

 Today as we drink of the Cup, let us Remember Him Who shed His blood for the Remission of our sins

 that He might give us Water that was not in the Well! Let us Worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
Jesus gave her water that was not in the Well (x2),
She went away singing, She came back bringing,


 Others for the Water that was not in the Well.
Unknown.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 615
1. There was a famous well and an event associated with it that took place there, which we need to take cognisance of. It was known as the well of Bethlehem and it was well-noted for the freshness of its water.  The event that made it famous is recorded for us in II Sam. 23:13-17, as follows:

David was fleeing from his enemies. And David was then in an hold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem. And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!

And the three mighty men brake through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David: nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto the LORD.  And he said, Be it far from me, O LORD, that I should do this: is not this the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of their lives? therefore he would not drink it. These things did these three mighty men.

Was David unfair to his three heroes who had, at great risk to their lives, ran through enemies’ lines and got water out of the well of Bethlehem to satisfy his longing thirst – and having got it for him to see him just pour it out onto the desert sand!

We may not understand it, but what David was doing was to offer a drink offering (a libation) to God in honour of his three mighty men for their valiant deed of courage and valour. A drink offering could only be offered on a sacrifice and David was giving that drink offering on the sacrifice of his men – it was a real honour in acknowledgement of their deed. Consider Paul’s drink offering on the sacrifice of the Christians at Philippi as recorded in Philippians 2:17 (HCSB):
I am poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, 
I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 
Have you ever offered yourself as a drink offering on the sacrifice of others who love you and have done something for you?
REFLECT
2. Wells signified blessings in the Old Testament. For Abraham and Isaac they were certainly so. Gen. 26:14-15 – For he [Isaac] had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him. For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth.
Thus, the Philistines envied Isaac with his wealth and his wells which he had inherited from his father Abraham and they filled them with earth!
But Isaac was determined. He went on and he dug new wells. However, the Philistines followed and filled up the wells up with earth as well. No matter where Isaac journeyed, the enemy followed him and confiscated his father's wells and also the new wells that Isaac's servants dug. To find a well of "spring water" was a special blessing, for it guaranteed fresh water at all times, but the Philistines took that well too. Gen. 26:18-22 – And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father…And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the LORD hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.
Thus, Isaac persisted on until finally his enemies relented and he encountered rest.

Today, our enemy still seeks to fill up our wells with the dirt of this world. Let us seek new experiences with the Lord until we find springs of joy to satisfy us. Do not give up. Trust in the Lord and His faithfulness that we might be fruitful in the end. Finally Isaac was able to settle down and he builded an altar there, and called upon the name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there: and there Isaac's servants digged a well. (Gen. 26:26)

Have you built your altar unto the Lord? If you have, dig your well to receive His blessings. 


REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: Do not forget to erect your altars and dig your wells in your Christian Pilgrimage. 
