R614 Rumination for November 13, 2016
by KC Ung
The Theme: Jesus and peter
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Who do men say that the Son of man is? 
Mt. 16:13
The Thots: 

A. Jesus Called Peter.
Matt.  4:18-20
Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
And He saith unto them, Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men. 
And they straightway left their nets, and followed Him.
1. His Call to Peter (and Andrew) to Follow – He saith unto them, Follow Me.
Mt. 4:19a
2. His Commitment to make Peter (and Andrew) Fishers of men – I will make you fishers of men.  4:19b
3. This was Clearly Fulfilled when Peter Preached at Pentecost:
Acts 2:1, 14
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come…Peter…lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 
Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem…Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
Acts 2:41
B. Jesus’ Charged Peter.
Matt. 16:13-19
1. Jesus’ General Question to the disciples: Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 

Their Response - And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist:

 some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 
Mt. 16:14
2. Jesus’ Personal Challenge to Peter – But whom say ye that I am? 
Peter’s Reply – Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
3. Jesus’ Special Charge to Peter:
Mt. 16:17-20
a. His Confession was a Revelation from God the Father.

 16:17

Blessed art thou…flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.

b. The Church will be built on Christ, the Rock of Peter’s Confession:

Peter was a Stone, a Small Part of this Rock –. 
Mt. 16:18a; 

I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; 
i. Christ, is the only Foundation of the Church.
Cf. I Cor. 3:11

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

ii. This Foundation is Firm and steadFast - the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Mt. 16:18b
c. Christ’s authority Ceded to Peter:
Mt. 16:19
  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Peter used these keys to open the door of the Gospel…
i. To the Jews at Pentecost – When the day of Pentecost was fully come…there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.
Acts 2:1, 5
ii. To the Gentiles – the roman Centurion, Cornelius, his family and those in his Company. 10: 45

   
   because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

C. Jesus, not Confessed by Peter.
1. Jesus’ Forecast: All ye shall be offended because of Me this night: for it is written, 

 


I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.
Mt. 26:31
2. Peter’s False Confidence: 

 26:33
Peter answered and said…Though all men shall be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended.

3. Jesus Firm Statement: This night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice.

 26:34
4. This was Fulfilled: 

 26:69-74, 75
 Then began he [Peter] to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 
And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny Me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.

D. Jesus Commissioned Peter.
Jn. 21:15-17

1. Jesus’ three Challenging Questions to Peter and his Personal Response:
Jn. 21:15-17, HCSB
a. Jesus Asked the question three times: “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” 
b. Peter Answered three times: “Yes, Lord,” he said to Him, “You know that I love You.”
Peter was grieved that He asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?  

He said, “Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You.”
c. Jesus’ Administered His three-fold commission to Peter:  “Feed My sheep” and “Feed My lambs”.
2. Jesus Restored Confidence to Peter who denied his Lord three times;

Now he had to confess his Love three times.
See #1 above.
3. Jesus Re-Commissioned Peter. First He Called him to be Fishers of men.
Mt. 4:19
Now He Charged him to Feed His lambs and sheep 
Jn. 21:15-17

Note: He did all this for Peter after preparing Supper for him.
Jn. 21:15a  


So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these? 
As we take of His Supper this day may we Renew our love for Him and Remember and Revere Him this day.


In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,



Still He calls, in cares and pleasures, "Christian, love me more than these."  
C. F. Alexander

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 614
1. Peter played a very prominent role in New Testament Scripture. He stood out in the Gospels. He was the first to open the door of the Gospel to the Jews (Acts 1-9) and then to the Gentiles (Acts chap. 10). He also wrote two epistles of his own. He was one person whom most of us could identify with in the ups and downs of our own life experiences.   At one moment, like Peter, we could boast of our mountain-top ecstasy with the Lord,   and the next moment we would be down in the dumps of our disappointments, our failures and frustrations. Like him, we had our spontaneous moments of joy and we also, like him, would have our impulsive actions that would lead to our regrets. Yes, most of us could identify ourselves very closely with his character.
In the Gospels, Peter seemed to be the leader and spokesperson of Jesus’ disciples. In fact, his name always appears first in the lists of disciples (Mark 3:16; Luke 6:14; Matt. 10:2). He seemed to speak up for the other disciples when they feared to do so or when they hesitated (Mk. 8:29; 10:28; 11:21; Matt 15:15; 18:21; Luke 12:41). In turn, when Jesus wanted to correct His disciples for what they were thinking in relation to what they thought of Him, He would do so through Peter as in the case recorded for us in Mk. 8:29-33).  Indeed, while Peter (as with the others) had intended only the good for Jesus and opined that He should not surrender Himself to His enemies to be killed when He foretold to them of His coming death, the Lord was not pleased. It was recorded that He said to Peter (and thus, to the others too) – When he had turned about and looked on His disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind Me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. (Mk. 8:33)
And yet Peter was always in the inner circle, with James and John, of Jesus. They were with Him when Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter to life (Mk. 5:35-37-43); when the Lord was transfigured (Mk. 9:2-8) and when He was at Gethsemane praying over His mission to come. (Mk. 14:33-42)
In spite of Peter’s intimacy with the Lord, His impulsive response to the Lord that prompted Him to rebuke him (Mk. 8:33) and his impetuous boast to the Lord speaking on behalf of the other disciples as well – Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples (Mt. 26:35). Sadly, he denied the Lord three times as the Lord predicted, and all the disciples forsook Him and fled (Mt. 26:56).

At the end, Peter who wept bitterly for denying his Lord, was restored and three times he was made to say, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love Thee. (Jn. 21:15-17). From a Fisher of men that he was called to be, he was now re-commissioned to be a Shepherd of the Lord’s Sheep! Can you in some way identify yourself with Peter?
REFLECT.
2. Think on the lyrics of this classic hymn. What is your response?
REFLECT
 Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea;
day by day his sweet voice soundeth saying, "Christian, follow Me."

Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store,
from each idol that would keep us, saying, "Christian, love Me more."
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,
still He calls, in cares and pleasures, "Christian, love Me more than these."
Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, Saviour, may we hear Thy call,


            give our hearts to Thy obedience, serve and love thee best of all.
C. F. Alexander
Points To Ponder: Jesus wants our All to give us His Best.
