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The Theme: Mt. Sinai and Mt. Sion
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: The glory of the LORD abode upon Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days:
Exo. 24:16
But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem…
Heb. 12:22
The Thots: 

A. The Significance of Mount Sinai
Exo. 24:16a
1. The Allegory Associated with Mt. Sinai.
Gal. 4:24a
a. Paul illustrated his Arguments of the two Covenants between Law and Grace with an Allegory.
Which things are an allegory…the one from the mount Sinai
b. Paul also Augmented them earlier by referring to the two sons of Abraham. 
Gal. 4:22-23
For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.

But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.

i. Isaac, was the Son of Promise associated with Abraham representing the Spirit and Freedom.


But he of the freewoman was by promise… him that was born after the Spirit

4:23b; 4:29b
ii. Ishmael was the Son Persecuting Isaac, representing Slavery and the Flesh.
 
But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh
Gal. 4:23a
He that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit.

4:29
· Mt. Sinai, Signifying the Law, brings Slavery;
Mt. Sion, the new Jerusalem, Signifies Life, the Spirit and Freedom.
See #2 below.

2. The Contrast of the two Covenants in the Allegory.
Gal. 4:24b, 25
For these are the two covenants; the one from the Mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 
which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, 
and is in bondage with her children.
a. The Mosaic Covenant of Bondage from Agar (Hagar) was linked to the Mount Sinai in Arabia.
i. It was a Legal Covenant representing the Law making slaves of its Followers.
Gal. 4:22, NRSV
For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a free woman.

ii. It was Lived out in Hagar whose son, Ishmael, Persecuted the Promised Isaac. 
 
One, the child of the slave, was born according to the flesh.

Gal. 4:23a, NR

As then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit.     4:29
b. The Abrahamic Covenant of Blessing from Jerusalem Above, the Abode of the Free. Gal. 4:26
But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.

i. It was a Promised Covenant to Abraham by Faith giving Freedom to its Adherents.
Gal. 4:28
Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.


ii. It was Lived out in Isaac, the son of Promise given to Abraham.
Cf. Gen. 21:9
The other, the child of the free woman, was born through the promise.
Gal. 4:23b, NRSV
· The Mosaic Covenant was Legalistic and of the Flesh
· The Abrahamic Covenant was Life and offered Freedom to all through Faith in Christ.
B. The Summon to Moses to go up Mount Sinai.
Exo. 24:12, 16-18
1. The Purpose: The LORD said unto Moses, Come up to Me into the mount, and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them. 
Exo. 24:12  
2. The Patience: The glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: 24:16a 
3. In God’s Presence: and the seventh day He called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud.
24:16b
4. Moses Communed with God under the Cover of the Cloud for forty days and forty nights. 
24:18
I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights, I neither did eat bread nor drink water: 

34:28
5. To the People below, God’s Glory appeared as a Consuming Fire.
24:17
The sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of…Israel.
· Mt. Sinai represented the Law, all under it who Disobey must Die.
Ct. Heb. 12:18-21
C. The Saints marching to Mount Sion.
Heb.12:22-24 
1. Mount Sion represents the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem
Heb. 12:22
2. The Multitudes who will be there:

a. The Supernal Heavenly Hosts: an innumerable company of angels, celestial.

12:22b
b. The Saints in the New Covenant: the general assembly and church of the firstborn…written in heaven. 
c. The Spirits in the Old Covenant: the spirits of just men made perfect.

12:23c
d. And (the Supreme) God (Who is) the Judge of all.

12:23b
3. This is all Made possible because:
a. The Mediator of this New Covenant is JESUS – to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant,
b. The Medium to qualify us for Sion is the blood of sprinkling of Jesus Himself.
· This Morning as we take of the cup, let us remember Him who said: 


This cup is the new covenant in My blood, even that which is poured out for you.
Luke 22:20 

We're marching to Zion, beautiful, beautiful Zion;


We're marching upward to Zion, the beautiful city of God.
Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 613
1. Two mountains stand out very prominently in Scripture and they contrast two important themes brought up in the Bible – Law and Grace; the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. Mount Zion represents the former while Mt. Sion stands for the latter. 
Today there is a lot of confusion between the two. Many Christian groups are still trying to keep the tenets of the Law and teach that the regulations regarding the priesthood, sacrifices and offerings, etc. still apply to them and need to be observed.
They fail to rightly divide the Word of Truth (II Tim. 2:15) and to make a difference between that which is prescribed for Israel and that which is for the Church, the mystical body of Christ of whom all of us who have believed in Jesus a our Saviour are members (Eph. 3:6).
Let us have a look at Mt. Sinai from the New Testament perspective in Hebrews 12:18-21

1. Mt. Sinai was not Approachable – 
a. Neither man nor beast could Touch it.
Heb. 12:18a, 20b
For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched…
If so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart
b. And what was seen or heard was not Tangible.

12:18b, 19

that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 

And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 

c. And the people could not Tolerate or Endure that which was Enjoined.
12:20a

For they could not endure that which was commanded
2. Mt. Sinai was Awesome – Terribly Scary.

12:21

And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake.
Certainly Mt. Sinai with all that it signifies in the Law of the Old Covenant cannot be observed or obeyed …for whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. (Jas. 2:10).
Under this condition, can anyone hope to keep the Law and be saved? 

Would you like to come under the tenets of the Law? See Heb. 12:25-29
REFLECT
2. Now contrast this with Mt. Sion as discussed in… Hebrews 12:22-24 
But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 
And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

Mt. Sinai, representing the Old Covenant, declares that according to the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. (Heb. 9:22, HSCB).
But Mt. Sion which stands for the New Covenant which promises Life in the city of the Living God in Heaven declares that Jesus is the Mediator of the New Covenant. Cf. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all. (I Tim. 2:5-6.) For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life inherited from the fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.  (I Pet. 1:18-19, HCSB)
All of us who have been redeemed in this way therefore are now on our way to Sion to join …an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect. Are you among this throng on their way to Mount Sion?
REFLECT

Things To Ponder: 
We Leave Mt. Sinai Behind and we Look forward to Mt. Sion Before us!

