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The Theme: The Five Loaves and the Two Fishes
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The Text:  There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes…
Jn. 6:9
The Thots: 


A. The Attraction of the Miracles.
Jn. 6:1, 2
A great multitude followed Him, because they saw His miracles which He did on them that were diseased.
1. The Crowd Accompanied Jesus…over the sea of Galilee.


6:1
Not including women and children, there were men…in number about five thousand.
2. The Centre of Attraction was His miracles which He did on them that were diseased.

6:2
3. Their Coming was not on Account of Christ - ye will not come to Me, that ye may have life.
5.40
B. The Ascent to the Mountain.
Jn. 6:3, 4
1. He Ascended to the Place where He sat with His disciples to teach them.

6:4
2. It was Almost at the time of the Passover, a feast of the Jews.
But a large crowd followed Him. Were they Anticipating Him to be…



a. …that Prophet that should come into the world?


6:14

b. ….the Potentate that would lead them against their enemies?


6:15
When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take Him by force, 

to make Him a king, He departed again into a mountain Himself alone
C. The Attitude towards the Multitude.

1. The Sight of the Company – Jesus then lifted up His eyes, and saw a great company…
Jn. 6:5

2. The Plight of the Crowd – 
 
a. Jesus’ Pity for the People:

Mt. 14:14-15
Jesus…saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them.

Mt. 14:14
b. The disciples’ Proposal to solve the People’s Plight:

Mt. 14:15
This is a desert Place, and the time is now Past; send the multitude away, 
that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals
c. But Jesus wanted to Prove His disciples and their faith in His Person.
Mt. 14:16

Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat.

d. Jesus Posed the Problem to Philip to solve! He had seen His Master Perform Miracles!
Jn. 6:5

When Jesus…saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?
e. Philip’s impractical Practical Solution: they Possessed only…
Jn. 6:7
Two hundred pennyworth of bread…not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.


f. However Andrew Simon Proffered a solution with another Problem!
Jn. 6:8, 9
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto Him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, 
and two small fishes: but what are they among so many?
g. Jesus had succeeded in Proving His disciples - 
Jn. 6:6
And this He said to prove him [Philip]: for He Himself knew what He would do.
i. Philip was a Practical Person - the Multitude could share out what they Possessed 
though each would only receive a Morsel.
ii. Andrew had a So-called Solution but it might as well be no Solution – it was an impossible Situation! 

D. The Answer could only be in the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes.
Mt. 14:18-21
1. The Manner of the Miracle:


a. He said, Bring them hither to Me. 
14:18
b. He… [Beckoned] the multitude to sit down… and took the five loaves, and the two fishes. 
14:19a
c. Looking up to heaven, He Blessed, and Brake, and gave the loaves to His disciples…
14:19b
2. The Meal distributed to the Multitude.
a. The Sharing: …and gave the loaves to his disciples…and the disciples to the multitude. 
14:19:c
b. The Satisfaction: And they did all eat, and were filled: 
14:20a
3. The Much that was left over.
a. And they took up of the Fragments that remained twelve baskets Full. 
14:20b
b. And they that had eaten were about Five thousand men, beside women and children.
14:21
· Today, Jesus takes the bread and the cup of wine and says to us all:
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.


This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Break Thou the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,  As Thou didst break the loaves beside the sea;

Beyond the sacred page I seek Thee, Lord; My spirit pants for Thee, O living Word!     


M. A. Lathbury
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. The miracle of the feeding of the multitude is the only miracle recorded by all the four evangelists. And it is the only miracle that John shares with Matthew, Mark and Luke. Although John records eight miracles, seven of them are unique to him. 
All the four evangelists recorded this miracle of the five loaves and fishes, as follows:-
Matt. 14:17
– And they say unto Him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.
Mark 6:38 
– He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. 
   
   And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes.
Luke 9:13
– He said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they said, We have no more     


   but five loaves and two fishes; 
Jn. 6:9
– There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: 

 
   but what are they among so many?

Note only John mentioned the lad. All the others left him out and only mentioned about the predicament they faced and the almost impossible problem they had to solve. 
The lad just surrendered what he possessed and left all to the Lord! 

Have you ever been thinking to yourself that you are useless and worthless and that the Lord cannot use you? The lad above might have similar thoughts until he surrendered the little he had for himself to the Lord, and they were used to feed about five thousand men, beside women and children? (Mt. 14:21) When you surrender your five fingers and five toes on each of your hand and foot respectively to the Lord, He will make a difference for you! 
Do so, and be a blessing to those whom you come across. 

REFLECT
2. Some of you who have gone into my website:

http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/main.html might be wondering why the peculiar names I give to the sub-links in the site, e.g. 
	Break Thou The Bread of Life To Me
	
	

	Loaves + Fishes
	Fragments
	Filled Full
	
	



You will note that all the names are taken from the account of the Feeding of the Five Thousand. What do they signify?
Firstly, note that the theme is based on a line taken from a hymn by Mary A. Lathbury – 
Break Thou the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, As Thou didst break the loaves beside the sea;

Beyond the sacred page I seek Thee, Lord; My spirit pants for Thee, O living Word! – 
The objective of this website is to put up materials solely based on the Word of God with the prayer that the Lord Himself will use them to feed His people who visit the site.

The Loaves and Fishes contain Bible studies and messages in outline form as given in the notes, their exposition as given in the audio recordings and presentation in PowerPoint slides. These are the deeper studies of the Word intending to fill the spiritual appetites of those hungry for it. They are in outline form for the Spirit to further develop them with His additional thoughts in speaking to the people or for themselves to develop the thoughts later.
Filled Full contains messages, studies, conference papers, written reports and articles, historical records, etc. written out in full in contrast to the outline forms in The Loaves and Fishes. They are verbatim records. 
Fragments contains mainly Pithy thoughts and Points To Ponder as well as short outlines for the person to think over and reflect.

The other links have to do with my weekly Lord’s Day Ruminations, my Berita Bethel (Prayer/Newsletter), my Calendar (listing my speaking appointments for every year) and Links to other websites to which I contribute some of my materials, e.g. Choice Gleanings Calendar and Promise Box Audio.com. My Ruminations can also be accessed via Facebook.  I hope with this clarification my contribution of my five loaves and two fished may be more filling and satisfying to you as the Lord breaks His bread of life.
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
Five loaves and two Fishes in the Lord’s hands can Feed over Five thousand men!
