R610 Rumination for October 16, 2016
by KC Ung
[Today’s Rumination is a special Reflection on God’s Call – see Reflection for the Week below.]
The Theme: The Call of the Lord, God.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  The angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, 

Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 
Gen. 22:11
 

The Thots: 


A. The Call of the Lord, God.

1. God Called Abram to get out of His Country. He Covenanted to bless him.
Gen. 12:1  

The LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country…unto a land that I will shew thee. 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

The Covenant was…

a. Unilateral – I will 
b. Unconditional – I will.
c. Universal – in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed
d. Unlimited – Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number

them: and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be.
Gen. 15:5
e. Uttered specifically –  The LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed 
have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:  Gen. 15:18
2. God Called and Commissioned Moses.
 
a. Moses was to Emancipate God’s people from Egypt.
Exo. 3:10

I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people…out of Egypt.

b. God Extended the authority of His Eternal name for Moses’ Employment. 
Exo. 3:13, 14
And God…said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.
c. Moses was without Excuse not to obey –
Exo. 4:12  

Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.
3. God Called and Commanded Joshua …
a. …to Continue leading Israel when Moses was Called home.
Josh. 1:2

Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, 
and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.


b. … to be Courageous and Strong.
Josh. 1:9a

Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid… 
c. …Carry on, with God always for Company.
for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.
Josh. 1:9b
4. God Called Isaiah with a Challenge.
a. The Challenging Scene before Isaiah.
Isa. 6:1-3
I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple. 

Above it stood the seraphims…And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, 
is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory. 
b. The Confession of Isaiah:
Isa. 6:5 
Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, 
…for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
c. The Challenge heard by Isaiah.
Isa. 6:8a 

I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us? 
d. The Commitment of Isaiah – Then said I, Here am I; send me.
Isa. 6:8b
5. The Lord Called Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus.
a. He was Out to persecute Christ and the Church when Called: 
Acts 9:4 
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?
b. He Obeyed and was Converted from a Persecutor to a Committed Preacher.

Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 
Acts 26:19
For ye have heard of…how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:
But when it pleased God…and called me by His grace, to reveal His Son in me, 
that I might preach Him among the heathen.
Gal. 1:13-16
c.
He and Barnabas were Separated Out and Commended to be Sent out to Serve. 
Acts 13:2-3
The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.  
And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.


B. The Lord Calls to Us to Commemorate Him and Celebrate His Death.  I Cor. 11:26, NKJV 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

As those who have gone before us obeyed God’s call, 
let us not forget to obey our Lord’s call to us to remember Him.
Jesus calls us over the tumult Of our life’s wild, restless, sea;



Day by day His sweet voice soundeth, Saying, Christian, follow Me!    Cecil F. Alexander
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 610

1. On Christmas Eve, 1995, KC Ung wrote to the Oversight of his assembly that he had heard the Lord’s Call to him to launch out into the deep to preach the kingdom of God to other countries and he was to carry neither purse, nor bag, nor shoes but just to trust the Lord to provide for him through His people in partnership with Him as called and directed by Him to minister to the people. 

KC’s Call was based on his meditation of the Gospel of Luke that year.  In September he was deeply convicted of the Lord’s call from the following texts: 

Date:
    Luke

Message and Conviction


13.09.95
4:24
"No prophet is accepted in his own country"


14.09
4:43
"I must preach the kingdom of God to other countries also; for therefore 




am I sent. And He preached in the synagogues of Galilee."

15.09
5:1, 3
"The people pressed upon Him to hear the Word of God...And He sat 
down and taught the people..."


5:4
"He said...'Launch out into the deep'.

24.10
5:4
“Carry neither purse, nor bag, nor shoes...and in the same house remain, 



eating...
The oversight of his assembly was informed of his convictions and call of the Lord. They prayed over the matter and waited on the Lord for confirmation.  It took them almost a year before they were sure and finally agreed that indeed KC was called of the Lord.

Thus on the Lord’s Day on 16th October, 1996, KC Ung was commended to a teaching ministry in assemblies in Malaysia and Singapore twenty years ago to the day today!
These twenty years saw the Lord proving to KC that His Person was real, His Promises were reliable, His Provisions in all things Timely, even Tantamount to being miraculous at Times; His Protection Safe and Secure – keeping him in good health to do His work.  His Power in the Preparation and Presentation of the studies and messages to Encourage, Edify, and Exhort the saints is Evident as KC can testify to the results and responses to the ministry which are indeed not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. To Him be all Glory.
There are now two websites containing his messages that one can visit:

www.berita-bethel-ung.com and  http://www.promiseboxaudio.com/kcung/ 
He also would like to thank all the saints who have been the Lord’s faithful and loyal ministers in practical partnership to provide for him, in personal relationship to encourage him, and in prayerful fellowship to pray for him. Thank you. 

As God, the Lord was and is to KC, He can be to you also.

That’s the promise the Lord gave to Joshua when He called him to serve Him – 

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. (Josh. 1:5) 

Do you and can you believe it?  
REFLECT.
2. Today there are so-called “full-time workers” (this term is a misnomer) who feel that there is a need somewhere and therefore offer themselves to serve the need (not necessarily the Lord’s need). In doing so, they sign a contract of service for a period of time with the sending or recipient group, ensuring themselves of  certain minimum financial stipends, specifying certain provisions of service amenities and privileges, various allowances, etc. 
Is this how the Lord calls people out to serve Him? 
REFLECT

Points To Ponder: All believers should serve the Lord full time. 

 Are there part-time workers?
[Note: For those who do not receive my Prayer/Newsetter, Berita Bethel you can visit www.berita-bethel-ng.com to download it or request it to be sent to you by email.]
