R608 Rumination for Oct 2, 2016

The Theme: 
Jerusalem! Jerusalem!



The Text:  
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets
Mt. 23:37
The Thots: 

A. Jesus Wept over Jerusalem – He beheld the city, and wept over it.
Lk. 19:41
1. The Place of Jerusalem in in God’s Plan.
a. Its first Mention in Scripture as Salem – Melchizedek king of Salem
Gen. 14:18

b. Its Meaning is Peace – King of Salem, which is, King of peace.
Heb. 7:2
c. Its More-often-than-not history however was far from Peaceful, because…
2. The Persecution by Jerusalem of God’s Prophets.
a. Her People Persecuted God’s Prophets.
Mt. 23:37a

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee. 
b. They Put aside God’s Protection:
Mt. 23:37b
How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not
c. They Performed as Prophesied - Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city…
Mt. 23:34 
3. The Punishment of Jerusalem as Predicted.

a. They shall suffer Tribulation: 

Mt. 23:35, 36
That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 
Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.
b. Their Temple will be razed to the ground.

Mt. 24:1, 2

His disciples came to Him for to shew Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said…verily I say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

c. Titus and his Roman army Triumphed over Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple in 70A.D!
Since then there has been no temple for the Jews (or others) to worship in!
B. The People “Wail” over Jerusalem
1. Today, only a small section of the Wall of Jerusalem remains above ground – the Western/Wailing Wall.
2. Every day, Jews gather there to Weep and “Wail” over the loss of their Temple.

Throughout the millennia, Jews from far reaches of the globe have turned in prayer toward Jerusalem. 
At each Jewish wedding, the groom breaks a glass to commemorate the destruction of the Holy Temple. And we close each Passover Seder with the resonating words – "Next Year in Jerusalem." - Aish.com
3. They are Weeping for the Temple loss and Waiting for the Messiah to come to restore Worship again.
C. The Nations will War over Jerusalem.

1. The Assembling of the Nations against Jerusalem.
Zech. 14:2
Just before their Messiah returns, God will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; 
and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

2. The Advent of the Messiah and the Battle Against the Nations:

a. The Lord and His Army will then Advance Against the Nations:
Zech. 14:3, 4
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He fought in the day of battle. 
And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east…and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. 
b. The Attack and the Nations’ Affliction: 
Zech. 14:12
And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes 
shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.


3. The Assent on Jerusalem and its Ascent to a Position of Peace. The Lord will be Adored!  Zech. 14:16
And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

D. As for us, We Wait for the New Jerusalem.

Rev. 21:2-7
1. The Coming down of the New Jerusalem from Heaven.
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
2. We are the great City, the Lamb’s wife.
Rev. 21:9, 10
Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he …shewed me that great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God…
3. In the Meanwhile, while waiting for that day, let us look forward to it…
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Thou city ever blest,

Within thy portals first I find My safety, peace and rest. 
K. W. Sandell-Berg,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. Should Christians be concerned with what is happening in Jerusalem?  The fact that this ancient city today still exists and makes headlines in the current news media is a testimony to the veracity and authenticity of scripture prophecy. There are plenty of prophecies concerning Jerusalem throughout the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.
Prophecies concerning the conquests of Jerusalem in David’s time right down to Daniel’s time were fulfilled fully and literally.  The fall and rise of Jerusalem are predicted in Scripture and attested to in history.  Many ancient civilisations shining in their splendour in their glorious days had been predicted to fall and never to rise again have come true. An instance is Babylon. 
Following is a comment on Babylon:

A knowledge of the work Nebuchadrezzar did serves as a fitting commentary to the passage in Daniel 4:30: "Is not this great Babylon, which I have built?" He had made the city one of the wonders of the world.

The two sieges by Darius Hystaspes and the one by Xerxes destroyed much of the beauty of the city. Alexander desired to make it again a great center and to build an immense fortress in the city; but in the midst of this undertaking he was murdered, while living in the palace of Nebuchadrezzar. The temple, though frequently destroyed, was in existence in the time of the Seleucids, but the city had long since ceased to be of any importance.

The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia.

Babylon was a great city (declared a Wonder of the World) but it would be destroyed and it would not rise again.  Thus Isaiah predicted:  (Isaiah 13:19, 20) - And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.   It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.
Jeremiah also prophesied: (Jer. 25:12) – And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.

(Jer. 50:2-3) – Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and set up a standard; publish, and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken… For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which shall make her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein…
And this is a comment regarding present-day Babylon from Wikipedia: 

It has been estimated that Babylon was the largest city in the world from c. 1770 to 1670 BC, and again between c. 612 and 320 BC. It was perhaps the first city to reach a population above 200,000… The remains of the city are in present-day Hillah, Babil Governorate, Iraq, about 85 kilometres (53 mi) south of Baghdad, comprising a large tell of broken mud-brick buildings and debris.

Babylon’s glorious past is now in complete ruins consisting of broken mud-bricks and debris. On the other hand, Jerusalem (destroyed so many times and presently existing), according to Scripture, has a glorious future waiting.  This is indeed a testimony to the authority, authenticity and veracity of Bible prophecy.  If you need any proof of its inspiration just study the Jew and Jerusalem in the Bible. 
You do not need any other proof!
REFLECT.
2. The Unheard of Miraculous Rebirth of a Nation: Isaiah 66:7-13 (HCSB) 

7 Before Zion was in labor, she gave birth; before she was in pain, she delivered a boy. 8 Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day or a nation be delivered in an instant? Yet as soon as Zion was in labor, she gave birth to her sons…10 Be glad for Jerusalem and rejoice over her, all who love her…12 For this is what the LORD says: I will make peace flow to her like a river, and the wealth of nations like a flood; you will nurse and be carried on ⌊her⌋ hip and bounced on ⌊her⌋ lap. 13 As a mother comforts her son, so I will comfort you, and you will be comforted in Jerusalem.

This is a remarkable prophecy given about 700 years before Christ was born concerning the “birth of a nation” before labour pains!  Political Israel was born on May 14, 1948. But the nation still awaits a period of Great Tribulation (the labour pains) when nations will be gathered against them.  [See #C above.] Then their Messiah will come. They will be delivered and the “new Israel” will “be born in one day” and peace and joy will reign in Jerusalem from henceforth.

As we see what is happening in Jerusalem today, will we believe what has been promised to Jerusalem tomorrow will take place?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder:  Birth Before Labour Pains. Is this Possible? Yet it will happen to Israel!
