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The Text:  Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:36
The Thots:


A. Gethsemane, The Place where our Lord Agonised.
Mk. 14:32
1. The Place and its Meaning:

a. It was Described as “a Place”…
Mt. 26:36; Mk. 14:32; Lk. 22:40
i. Named Gethsemane - They came to a place which was named Gethsemane.

ii. And a “Garden”: Jesus…went forth with His disciples…where was a Garden.
Jn. 18:1
b. Its name was probably Derived from Aramaic (Gath shemānīm) meaning “oil Press.”
c. The Greek word chōríon Denotes an “enclosed Piece of ground”.
2. The Place of Meditation and rest for our Master.
It was most likely that our Lord Retired to this Place for Rest at night.

And in the day time He was teaching in the temple; and at night He went out, 
and abode in the mount that is called the mount of Olives.
Lk. 21:37

Note: Gethsemane would be across the Kidron Valley (Jn. 18:1), at the foot of the Mt. Olives (Lk. 22:39).

3. The Place of Mediation with the Father.
Mk. 14:32; Jn. 18:1; Lk. 22:44
a. On the Way to Gethsemane.
i. He Warned His disciples that they would soon Forsake Him.
Mk. 14:26, 27


And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. And Jesus saith unto them, 
All ye shall be offended because of Me this night: for it is written, I will Smite the Shepherd, 
and the Sheep shall be Scattered.
Cf. Zech. 13:7
ii. For now, He Would Go…
Mk. 14:28
· to Gethsemane where He would Ready Himself for the Mission ahead;

· then to Golgotha (Calvary) where He would die, but He would Rise again on the third day.
· And be in Galilee to meet His disciples after His Resurrection.

iii. Peter and the Disciples Denied that they would ever Wander away (forsake) from Him, 
Mk. 14:28-30

but they Deserted Him later!
Mt. 26:56
b. When He Was in Gethsemane…
Mk. 14:32-42
i. He took with Him three Partners to Pray with Him, viz. Peter, James and John.

14:33

ii. Jesus felt extreme anguish and Pain – it was Depressing, Disabling and Deadly.

14:34
My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death.



iii. Still He Personally Prayed to His Father, Prioritising His Submission to the Father’s Will. 
14:35, 36

He said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto Thee; take away this cup from Me:


 nevertheless not what I will, but what Thou wilt.
iv. Finally, He Pronounced His Preparedness for the Mission ahead:
14:41, 42

It is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth Me is at hand.
B. Gethsemane, the Place where our Lord was Arrested.
Jn. 18:1-13

When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples over the brook Cedron, 
where was a garden, into the which He entered, and His disciples.
1. The Treacherous Kiss of Judas.

Mt. 26:48, 49

a. Now he that betrayed Him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: hold Him fast. 

b. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, Master; and kissed Him. 

c. But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?

Lk. 22:48
2. The Triumphant Knock-out of His Enemies.

Jn. 18:4-6
Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon Him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am (He). And Judas also, which betrayed Him, stood with them. As soon then as He had said unto them, I am (He), they went backward, and fell to the ground.
a. Jesus’ Supernatural  Knowledge  – Jesus…knowing all things that should come upon Him
18:4
b. Jesus was the Singular All-Knowing God, the Great I AM – Jesus saith unto them, I am (He).18:5 cf. Exo. 3:14
c. ​The Soldiers were Knocked out by Jesus’ manifested glory of the I AM – 

18:6 
As soon then as He had said unto them, I am (He), they went backward, and fell to the ground.
3. The Trail to Trial after Trial and finally to Calvary to be Crucified.
Then…the captain and officer…took Jesus, and bound Him, And led Him away to Annas…
18:17, 18
Then delivered he Him…unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led Him away. 
19:16

Lest I forget Gethsemane, Lest I forget Thine agony;
Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me to Calvary.
Jennie E. Hussey
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEEK
R603
1. In the Garden of Eden, Man was given a choice to obey God’s Word.  He could eat of all the fruits of the trees in the Garden, but he must not touch those of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
If he took any of them, he would die. He chose to disobey and he “died”. Thus,
Genesis 2:15-17 – And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

Genesis 3:6 – And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
Genesis 3:17-19 – And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake… for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

Thus, Romans 5:12: 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was given the choice to obey God’s Will or to disobey it. 
If He chose to obey, He would die. If He chose to disobey, He could live.
He chose to obey and He died!... because that was the reason He came into this world – 
to die as substitute for Adam’s sin of disobedience in bearing his punishment, 
and to give His life for all who had sinned in order that Man could live.
Matthew 26:36-4 – Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane…And He went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt…He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done. 

Philippians 2:8 – Thus, being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Mark 10:45 – For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.
Romans 5:19 – For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

Now because of Jesus’ substitutionary death, God can offer eternal life to all who believe what Jesus had done for them…

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Because of Jesus’ Obedience to God’s Will unto death, all who accept God’s Love for them and believe in His Son’s Risen Life as proof that He had paid the price and penalty for their sin, they now can have eternal life, and from henceforth to obey God to do His Will as His Son did.  Are you in this group?

REFLECT
2. There are two traditional places called Gethsemane. One is the possession of the Latin church, and it consists of a triangular spot, some seventy paces in circumference. It is enclosed by a fence and contains some large and old olive trees, in addition to a flower garden. Adjacent to it stands the Church of All Nations, which encloses a “rock of agony.” The Greeks have set up another traditional Gethsemane, located farther up Mount Olivet. Thomson (Land and Book, 2:483) says that he inclines to think both are wrong, and he would place the garden in a secluded spot several hundred yards NE of the other traditional sites. 
The New Unger's Bible Dictionary.

Today Pilgrims make their way to these “sacred” sites that claim to be the spots certain events took place in the time of Jesus. None of them may be correct. What we need to remember with regard to all these claims of sacred sites in Jerusalem are the very words of Jesus:

John 4:21-24 – Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father…But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
Pilgrims to Jerusalem need to pay heed to these words of Jesus. 
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: In the Garden of Eden, Man disobeyed God’s Word, and he died.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus obeyed God’s Will – He would have to die!
