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The Theme: 
Four Significant Mountains in Scripture
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: … And he [Aaron] went, and met him [Moses] in the mount of God...

Exo. 4:27
The Thots

A. Mount Sinai was where God’s Law was Declared.
Exo. 19:11, 18, 20
…for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. 

1. The Choice of Israel to be God’s Peculiar People.

19:5
Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine.
2. The Commandments they were Committed to – Thou shalt have no other gods before Me…
20:1-6

3. The Covenant Confirmed in a Ceremony.
24:6-8
And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. 
Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 

And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.
· But the People did not keep their Word – they Worshipped a Golden Calf soon after.

32:7-9
B. Mount Calvary was where the Lord was Crucified and Died.
Lk. 23:33 

Calvary is the Greek/Latin name. Golgotha is the Hebrew/Aramaic name.
Mt. 27:33, Mk. 15:22; Jn. 19:17

When they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him.
“Mount Calvary”? Not found in scripture but see http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/mount-calvary-faq.htm
1. At Calvary, Christ died for our Sins according to the Scriptures. [Cf. Israel’s sins, #A.3 above] I Cor. 15:3
2. Jesus Personally Predicted it:
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed…
Mt. 16:21
3. At Calvary (Golgotha), they Crucified Him.
Jn. 19:17, 18
He [Jesus] bearing His cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull…called in the Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified Him, and two other with Him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 
4. According to the Scriptures, He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities…
All we like sheep have gone astray…and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
Isa. 53:5, 6
C. Mount of Olives is where the Lord’s feet will Descend on.
 Zech.
14:4
1. The Lord will come again the Second time for His People, Israel.
And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives… and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley…
2. And His Saints who had died shall come with Him.
a. The Old Testament Saints: the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. Zech. 14:5b
b. The New Testament Saints, the Church (the Bride of Christ):
Rev. 19:11,13b
I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war…and His name is called The Word of God… 19:14
The armies which were in heaven followed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
c. The Saints Clothed in fine line, white and Clean. Who are they? They are the Lamb’s Wife, the Church! Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
Rev. 19:7, 8
D. Mount Sion is where all Eternal Living Saints are Destined to be.
Heb. 12:22-24 


But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem…

Who will be there?
1. The Heavenly Hosts will be there – to an innumerable company of angels;
2. The Church of Christ, His Body, will be there – to the general assembly and church of the firstborn;
3. The Old Testament Saints will be there – to the Spirits of just men made perfect;
4. Jesus our Living Lord will be there – and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant.
5. The 144,000 Tribulation Saints and the Lamb will be there. They will Sing a new Song.
Rev. 14:1, 3
Lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him an hundred forty and four thousand…And they sung as it were a new song before the throne…and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.
· All the Saints of God will be there and they also will Sing the new Song!
Rev. 5:9-10 
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy…to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
· Today in anticipation of that day let us join in to sing this new song 
Come, let us sing the song of songs— The angels first began the strain—

The homage which to Christ belongs; Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain!

Slain to redeem us by His blood, To cleanse from every sinful stain,

And make us kings and priests to God: Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain!


James Montgomery
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Many of us are familiar with the phrases “A mountain-top”-experience or a “down-in-the-valley”-experience. 
The former refers to an experience that is exhilarating, exciting, elating, elevating and memorable. That experience will perhaps remain with a person for a long time. It can be a life-changing experience.
The down-in-the-valley experience on the other hand is the reverse and is most likely to be depressing, discouraging, demoralizing, dispiriting, etc. which one wants to get over with or forget as quickly as possible. 

In biblical experience, very often a mountain-top experience may be followed by a down-in-the-valley experience.  For instance, Moses was on Mt. Sinai having an exhilarating time talking with God face to face for forty days climaxed with the handing over to him of God’s Ten Commandments. Exodus 24: 
12 And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them… 15 And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount…18 And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights. 

After the forty days, the Lord instructed Moses to go down to the valley to see what was happening down below while he was up there with the Lord: (Exo. 32:7, 8, 15-20) 
7 Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

15 And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand: 19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 20 And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water,
and made the children of Israel drink of it. 

​

That was indeed a valley experience for Moses; he was really down, downcast and down-hearted to witness his brother and the people breaking the first three commandments (Exo. 20:1-7) of the Lord before even receiving them on stone!

In living, whether it be at the mountain top above or in the valley below, may you ever consistently and obediently seek to follow the Lord Jesus every step He leads you.

Down in the valley, or upon the mountain steep, 

Close beside my Savior would my soul ever keep;

He will lead me safely in the path that He has trod,


Up to where they gather on the hills of God. 
REFLECT.
2. Whatever may be our mountain-top-experience, there is one final down-in-the valley-experience everyone on this earth must encounter if the Lord tarries. It is the same experience as David encountered and he was all prepared for it. He faced it with great confidence. He said: -  
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.
Psalm 23:4
When it comes to our time to walk through this valley experience, 
will we have the same confidence and hope as David had?
REFLECT
Down in the valley with my Savior I would go,

Where the storms are sweeping and the dark waters flow;

With His hand to lead me I will never, never fear,

Danger cannot fright me if my Lord is near.
W. O. Cushing
Points To Ponder:  On Mt. Sinai, the Holiness of God was Declared; 


In Mt. Sion, the Hope of the Living is Designated.
