R599 Rumination for July 31, 2016.   

by KC Ung
The Theme: 
The Bitter Waters of Marah.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: … they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter:

Exo. 15:23
The Thots

A. The Trip to Marah.
Exo. 15:22 cf. Num. 33:8
Moses brought Israel from the Red sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur and found no water.
1. The Slavery in Egypt – The Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour: And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: 
all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour. 
Exo. 1:13-14
2. The Song of Emancipation. [First recorded song in scripture.]
Exo. 15:1-21

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. 
3. The Sad (bitter?) Experience at Marah – 
Exo. 15:22, 23
So Moses brought Israel from the Red sea…they went three days in the wilderness, 
and when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter.
B. The Thirst at Marah – Therefore the name of it was called Marah.
Exo. 15:23

Marah = "bitter".  The name is derived from the Bitterness of the Brackish water. 

1. The Probing of their Faith in God. It came soon after their Freedom from Slavery. 
See Reflections.
A Cautious reminder that tests Frequently Come soon after Conversion! Be Aware and be Alert!

2. The Proving of their Faithfulness to God cf. there He proved them.
Exo. 15:25b
3. The People Failed their test.
Exo. 15:24

And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?

This would be the Commencement of their Complaints (murmurings) in their Journey of life 


that led to their 40 years of Wanderings in the Wilderness later.
Cf. Num. 11:1-14
C. The Tree Thrown into Marah.
Exo. 15:25
1. Moses Sought the Lord – And he cried unto the LORD
Moses could do nothing with the Bitter Brackish water and he Could not Cope with the People’s Complaints. He did the only wise thing as a leader – He Sought the Lord!
2. And the Lord Showed him a tree to be cast into the bitter waters.
The LORD shewed him a tree, which…he had cast into the waters…
a. Moses could see many trees but he needed the Lord to show him the right tree and what to do with it.

b. Can one recall the tree on which Jesus died to Bear our sins in His own Body? – 
1 Pet. 2:24

Who His own self Bare our sins in His own body on the tree…
c. And to Bring about Healing – by whose stripes ye were healed?
I Pet. 2:24 cf. #D.2b below
3. The Water then turned Sweet – the waters were made sweet
It was just an ordinary Tree but under God’s instructions it became a Tool to Transform 
Bitter waters to Become sweet!
D. The “Treaty” at Marah.
Exo. 15:25b, 26
1. The Ordinance Declared – there He made for them a statute and an ordinance.
2. The Obedience Demanded
a. The Requirement – If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy GOD, and wilt do that which is right in His sight, and wilt give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes,

b. The Reward – I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.
See #2c above.
E. The Twelve Wells of Water at Elim.
Exo. 15:27; cf. Num. 33:9
And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: 
and they encamped there by the waters.
“Elim” (= “trees”) – one of the Encampments of the Israelites after the Exodus from Egypt.
Ex. 15:27
The first place where they found water. It had twelve wells of water and seventy palm trees. 
Num. 33:9. 
1. The Twelve Wells of Water – Sufficient to Supply the water needs of the people.
2. The Threescore and Ten Palms – Sufficient to Supply those in need of food and rest.

For the Christians in our Journey of Life, we need also to come apart to Elim, 

find our Rest and Refreshment in the Supper of the bread and wine to prepare us 

to move on to the next station in our life in the day and the week that follow.
Death and the curse were in our cup: O Christ, ’twas full for Thee;

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, ’Tis empty now for me.


That bitter cup, love drank it up; Now blessing’s draught for me. 
Anne R. Cousin
Israel could not drink of the waters of Marah because it was Bitter and they murmured.

Jesus Drank of that bitter cup to the last Dark Dreg and He said, “Father Forgive them”.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 599
1. Soon after their emancipation from slavery in Egypt, the Israelites were free to move on to their new freedom. They crossed the Red Sea and never were they to return there anymore. Egypt would ever be a country they should never go back to resort for their resources. 
But he [the king] shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses: forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall henceforth return no more that way. (Deut. 17:16)

Egypt is a picture of our slavery to sin in the world and having crossed the Red Sea of our decision to follow the Lord we must not return to the World –

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (I Jn. 2:16, 17)

Instead, we are to, by the mercies of God,…present (our) bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is (our) reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be…transformed by the renewing of (our) mind, that (we) may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. [Rom. 12:1, 2]

As with Israel, soon after their departure from Egypt, God proved them with a test – a thirst for water! What they could see and have was bitter water that could not satisfy. Would they murmur against God or their leader, Moses, or would they trust God to provide a way out for them or even to provide whatever He thought fit for them? 

Would it not be the same when we first came out from the world and own our allegiance to the Lord? Would we expect happiness, freedom from sickness, blessing of riches and wealth, etc. to make our life in this world an enjoyable experience? Is not this what is proffered to many to come and trust in Jesus these days – all Blessings and no Bitterness?
But what is reality? The Lord Himself cautioned us about Tribulation in and from the world though in Him we would have peace.
These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (Jn. 16:33)
After, Egypt and the Red Sea, there would be Marahs in our life experience, but be not afraid. We need to cast the tree of the cross of Christ into the bitter waters of our experience to see what He suffered for us can never be less than what is permitted for us to go through. We need to find healing in His Word, abide and obey it, then the Elims will follow.  The Christian life is not a bed of roses!
Must I be carried to the skies On flowery beds of ease,

While others fought to win the prize, And sailed through bloody seas? Isaac Watts
REFLECT.
2. At Marah, Israel found the Water in the Well brackish and bitter. But when the Lord showed Moses the tree to be cast into the water it turned sweet. And the Lord made a promise to Israel that if they would abide in and obey His Word they would from henceforth find healing to their bodies and the waters sweet. 
Compare this with what Peter said of the Lord – Who His own self Bare our sins in His own Body on the tree by Whose stripes ye were healed.
When we experience the bitterness of life’s experiences at Marah, we need to bring in the Christ of the Cross into those “bitter” experiences, experience healing and enjoy the sweetness of Elim in our life.  Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. (Heb. 12:1-3, NKJV)
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder:  Murmur not at your Marahs, Look to the Lord to Enjoy your Elims. 
