R598 Rumination for July 24, 2016.   

by KC Ung
The Theme: 
According to the Scriptures.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: …Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that He was buried, 


and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:


I Cor. 15:3, 4

The Thots

Intro: There is one thing all Bible-Believing Christians can be very Certain about that…
A. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.

I Cor. 15:3
1. The Prophets Prophesied it.

a. Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? And beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself. Lk. 24:25ff
b. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied…
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  

1 Pet. 1:10-11
2. Jesus Personally Predicted it.

Mt. 16:21b; 20:17
a. From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed….
b. …in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 

and they shall kill Him, and the third day He shall be raised again.

Mt. 17:22, 23

3. The Facts Proved it.

 

a. And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.

Mt. 27:50 (NKJV)
b. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, they brake not His legs…
And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, 
that ye might believe.

Jn. 19:33-35
4. The Purpose of it – Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.

I Cor. 15:3
God commendeth His love toward us…while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Rom. 5:8
B. Christ was Buried and Rose again according to the Scriptures.

I Cor. 15:3, 4
1. Christ was Buried.


15:3
a. He Personally Predicted it: 

Mt. 12:40, NKJV
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
b. The Facts Proved it.

Mt. 27:57-60
i. Arimathaea, named Joseph…went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus…when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 
ii. …the chief Priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate…

Mt. 27:62, 64-66
Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day…
So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.
2. Christ Rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures.

I Cor. 15:4

a. The Psalmist Prophesied it.

Psa. 16:10, NKJV

For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 
b. Jesus Personally Predicted it.

Mt. 16:21c; 20:17
 
From that time…began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must…be raised again the third day. 


…in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 

And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again.

Mt. 17:22, 23

c. The Facts Proved it – 
i. The Empty Tomb!
Mt. 28:1
· …Toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 

· The angel…said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. Mt. 28:5-6
· He saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: 
He is risen; He is not here: behold the place where they laid Him.
Mk. 16:6
ii. The Evidence of Christ’s Post-Resurrection Appearances before His Ascension:
· To Mary Magdalene (Jn. 20:16)
Jn. 20:11-18
· The other Mary, Joanna, and one other woman.
Mt. 28:1, 9; Mk. 16:1, Lk. 24:10

· Cleopas and companion on road to Emmaus. 
Lk. 24:13-30
· Simon Peter.
Lk. 24:34; I Cor. 15:5

· The eleven disciples, minus Thomas.
Lk. 24:36-43; Jn. 20:19-25

· The eleven, including Thomas.
Jn. 20:26-29

· Seven disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.
Jn. 21:1-23
· Disciples and large gathering of over 500 brethren.
I Cor. 15:6

· James.
I Cor. 15:7

· The disciples to whom He gave the Great Commission. 
Mt. 28:16-17; Mk. 16:14

· The Lord’s final appearance before His ascension.
Lk. 24:49-53; Acts 1:3-11

Today, let us remember Him in His death, burial, resurrection and coming again.
I Cor. 11:26

Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me; Buried, He carried my sins far away;

   Rising, He justified freely forever; One day He’s coming—O glorious day!         J. W. Chapman

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 598

1. Today two major claims (apart from a few minor ones) are made with regard to the grave of Jesus – where He was buried. Both have their strong exponents as well as their opponents. The two claimants are (1) the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and 

 (2) The Garden Tomb.

But first let us have a look briefly at the biblical record:

According to Isaiah’s prophecy in 53:8, He made His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death. This was fulfilled when there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple…to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.
Mt. 26:57-61

We are also told that Jesus bearing His cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: (Jn. 19: 17) and in the place where He was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. (Jn. 19:41).
A. True Ott, PhD summarised the above well in his article, The Story Behind The Story (https://atrueott.wordpress.com/2015/03/04/the-church-of-the-holy-sepulcher-vs-the-garden-tomb/) as follows:
“According to John, Matthew and Luke, the tomb of Joseph had these special characteristics: 
1. 
It was near the place of crucifixion. (John 19:42) 
2. 
It was in a garden. (v. 41) 
3. 
It was carved out of the solid bedrock of a cliff. (Matthew 27:60)
4. 
It was a rich man’s tomb. (v. 57) 
5.
The disciples could look into the tomb from outside. (John 20:5).
6. 
There was standing room for a number of persons. (Luke 24:1-4) 
7. 
It was a new tomb and not an old tomb renewed. (John 19:41) 
8. 
The tomb was closed by rolling a GREAT stone over the entrance. (Matthew 27:60)”

Which of the two sites would fit the biblical record?
[See the link given above.]
(1) Was the grave of Jesus at the site of The Church of the Holy Sepulchre?

(2) Or was it at The Garden Tomb?

Is it important that we know the exact answer?
Voluminous articles have been written in support of each site. A Google search will help bring them to the fore to enlighten the reader’s mind or to envelope him in more confusion. 

For the simple Christian believer like you and me, is it important and vital to our Christian faith that we are able to Pinpoint the exact burial Place where Jesus was buried or is it more important to be able to remember the Person who died according to the scriptures, was buried and rose again according to the scriptures and Who will come again for us one day?

After all, He has left behind this triumphant message for all who are His: Mt. 28:6, 7

 He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

And go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead.
REFLECT
2.  Today we have an empty tomb to celebrate and a risen Saviour to commemorate. 
His last Commission to His disciples was: All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. (Mt. 28:18-20)

And His last Charge to us was: …the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:  And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.  (I Cor. 11:23-26)
Are you obeying His last Commission and His last Charge to us, His disciples, before He left for Heaven?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: Today we need no Place (Tomb) to Commemorate 

   because we have a Person to Celebrate!
